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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE obvious utility of the New Guide to the City 
o/* £dinbui.gh, and the care ufed in compiling 
it, to exclude every thing unimportant, and to exhibit 
vrithin the (hortcft compafs poflible, every thing re- 
^uifite to dired the cuiioiity of the ftranger, or even 
the citizen ; have hitherto fecured to it a very fa« 
vourable reception with the Public. 

In this New Edition, carneftly called for, the EM- 
tor has corrf £li?d fome few miHlfces, has added Tcve- 
ral additional fa£ls, relative to changes which have 
taken place finpe the laft. edition was printed \ and 
faas^lil^swife enlarged it.'Sy the infertion of an 

ACCOUNT OF THE ENVIRONS of the CITY of 

EDINBURGH, 
which fecmed to be wanted for the farther informa- 
tion of the ftranger) and which, he hopes, will be 
generally acceptable. 

He therefore prcfents this improved edition to the 
pAiblic, with the hope, that it will prove neither 
unaccepUble, nol* unufcful. 
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CITY OF EDINBURGH. 



GENERAL HISTORY. 

The origin of the name of this city, like that of 
moft others, is very uncertain. Some imagine it 
to be derived from Eth, a fuppofed king of the 
Pifts. Others from Edwin, a Saxon Prince of 
Northumberland, who over-ran the whole or great- 
eft part of the territories of the Picls, about the year 
617: while others choofe to derive it from two 
Gaelic words, Dun Edin^ fignifying the face of a 
hill. The name Edinburgh itfelf, however, feems 
to have been unknown in the time of the Romans. 
The moft ancient title by which we find this city 
diftinguibied, is that of Cqftelb Mynyd Agned ; 
which, in the Engliib language, iignifies ** the for« 
trcfs of the hill of St. Agnes.'* Afterwards it was 
• A * named 
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named Cajirum Puellarum. The ages in which 

thefe names were given, cannot now be exafUy af- 

certained. 

The Romans, during (he time they held the do- 
minion of part of this ifland, divided their poflef- 
(ions into fix provinces. The mod northerly of 
thefe was called Valentia^ which comprehended all 
the fpace between the walls of Adrian and Severus ; 
a. e. between the Friths of Forth and Cljde, on the 
north, and the T/ne and the Solway, on the fouth; 
and the fite of Edinburgh is on the very outfkirts 
of that province. 

The caftle is certainly very ancient. Upon the 
defeat of Egfrid, king of Northumberland in 685, 
it fell into the hands of the Pidls. The Saxon 
kings of Northumberland reconquered it in the 
ninth century 5 and it was retained by tlieir fuccef- 
fors till the year 956, when it was given up to 
Indulphus king of Scotland. In 1093 it was unfuc- 
cefsfuUy befiegcd by the ufurper Donald Bane. 
Whether this city was at that time founded or not, 
is uncertain. Moft probably it was ; for as protec- 
tion from violence was neceffary in thofe barbarous 
ages, the caftle of Edinburgh could not fail of be- 
ing an inducement to many people to fettle in its 
Neighbourhood ; and thus the city would gradually 
be founded and increafe. In 11 28, King David I. 
founded the Abbey of Holyroodhoufe, for certain 
canons regular, and granted them a charter, in which 
he ftyled the town Burgo meo de Edwinsburg^ *^ my 
tprough of Edinburgh." By the fame charter, he 

granted 
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granted thcfe canons 40 (hillings yearly out of the 
town revenues, and likewife 48 fhillings more from 
the fame, in cafeof tlie failure of certain duties pay- 
able from the king's revenue; and likewife one 
half of the tallow, lard, and hides, of all the beafts 
killed in Edinburgh. 

In 1174, the caftle of Edinburgh Was furrendered 
to Henry II. of England, in order to purchafe the 
liberty of King WiJliani !• who had been defeated 
and taken prifoner by the Engllfh. But when Wil- 
liam had recovered his liberty, he entered into an 
alliance with Henry, and married his coufin Er- 
mcngarde, upon which the caftle was reftored as 
part of the qtfeen's dower. 

In 1215, this city was firft diftinguifbed by hav- 
ing a parliament and provincial fynod held in it.— - 
In £296, the caftle was befieged and taken by Ed- 
ward I. of England ; but was recovered in 1313 by 
Thomas Randolf, Earl of Moray, who was after- 
wards regent of Scotland during the minority of 
King David IL At laft King Robert deftroycd 
this fortrefs, as well as all others in Scotland, left 
they fhould afford (belter to the Englifii in any of 
their after incuriions into Scotland. It lay in ruins 
for a confiderable number of years, but was after- 
wards rebuilt by Edward III. of England, who 
placed a ftrong garrifoa in it. 

In 1341, it was reduced by the following ftrata- 
gem. . A man pretending to be an Englifii mer- 
chant, came to the governx)r, and told him that he 
had on board his (hip in the Forth fomc wine, beer, 
A 2 bifcuits. 
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blfcults, Sec. which he would fell him on Very rea« 
fooable terms* A bargain being made, he promifed 
to deliver the goods next morning at a verj reafon- 
able rate ; but at the time appointed, twelve men, 
difguifed in the habit of failors, entered the caftle 
with the goods and fuppofed merchant ^ and having 
inflantlj killed the porter and centinels. Sir Wil- 
liam Douglas, on a preconcerted fignal, rulhed in 
with a band of armed men, and quickly made him- 
felf mafter of the place, after having cut mod of 
the garrifou in pieces. 

The year 1437 is remarkable for the execution 
of the Earl of Athol and his accomplices, who had 
a concern in the murder of James I. The crime,, 
it mud be owned, was execrable, but the punifh* 
ment was altogether ihocking to humanity. . Foe 
three days fucceilively the aflaiSns were tortured 
by putting on their heads iron crowns heated red 
hot, diflocating their joints, pinching their flefb 
with red hot pincers, and carrying them in that 
dreadful fituation through the ftreets upon hurdles* 
At lad an end was put to their fufferings, by cut- 
ting them up alive, and fending the parts of their 
mangled bodies to the principal towns of the king-a 
dom. 

About the end of the 14th century, it was cuf- 
tomary to confider Edinburgh as the capital of the 
kingdom. The town of Leith, with its harbour 
and mills, had been bellowed upon it by Robert L 
in 1329 ; and his grandfon, John Earl of Carrick,. 
who afterwards afcended the throne by the name 

of 
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of Robert IIL conferred upon all the Burgeflesthe 
fingular privilege of building hottfes in the caftlct 
Upon the fole condition that they ihould be perfons 
of good fame ; which we muft undoubtedly confi- 
iider as a proof that the number of thefe burgefies 
was at that time very fmall. In 1461 a very con- 
fiderable privilege was conferred on the city by 
Henry VI. of England when in a ftate of Exile ; 
viz, that its inhabitants ihould have liberty to trade 
to all the Engliih Ports on the fame terms with the 
city of London. This extraordinary privilege was 
bcftowed in confiequence of the kindnefs with which 
that king was treated in a vifit to the Scottifli. mo- 
narch at Edinburgh ^ but as Henry was never re- 
ftored, his gratitude was never attended with any 
benefit to this city. From this time, however, its 
privileges continued to be increafing from various 
caufes. In 1482, the citizens had an opportunity 
of liberating king James from the oppreflion of his 
nobles, by whom he had been imprifoned in the 
cattle. On this account the provoll was, by that 
monarch, made hereditary high fheriff within the 
city, an office wiiich he ftiil continues to enjoy. 
The council at the fame time were invefted with 
the power of making laws and ftatutes for the go*- 
vernment of the city j and the trades, aa a teftimo- 
Tiy of the royal gratitude for their loyalty, received 
the banner known by the name of the Blue Blanket, 
an enfign formerly capable of producing great com- 
motions, but which has not now beea difplayed for 
■^ S Hiany 
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manj years paft. However, it (till exiils, and the 
convener of the trades has the charge of keeping it* 

It was not long after tHe difcovery of Amerieai 
that the venereal difeafe, faid to have been import- 
ed from that country, made its way to Edinburgh. 
As early as 14979 only five years after the voyage 
of Columbus, we find it looked upon as a moft 
dreadful plague ; and the unhappy perfons afieded 
with it, were Separated as efie6tually as poilible 
from fociety. The place of their exile was Inch- 
keith, a fmall iiland near the middle of the Forth, 
which, fmall as it is, has a fpring of frefli water, 
and now affords pafture to feme flieep. 

By the overthrow of James IV. at the battle of 
Flowden, the city of Edinburgh was overwhelmed 
with grief and confufion, that monarch having been 
attended in his unfortunate expedition by the Earl 
of Angus, then provoft, with the refl of the magif- 
trates, and a number of the principal inhabitants, 
moft of whom periihed in the battle. After this 
difafler, the inhabitants being alarmed for the fafety 
of their city, it was enacted, that every fourth man 
fhould keep watch at night; the fortifications of the 
town were renewed, the wall being* alfo extended 
in fuch a manner as to inclofe the grafs market, and 
the field on which Heriot's Hofpital, the Grey Fri- 
ars Church, and Charity Workhoufe, Hand. On 
the eaft fide it was made to inclofe the ground on 
which UQW fiand the College, Infirmary, and High 
School ; after which, turning to the north, it met 
the old wall at the Netherbow-por't. Afier this a- 

larm 
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larm was over, the inhabitants were gradually re* 
licvcd from the trouble of watching at night, and a. 
certain number of militia appointed to prevent dif- 
turbances, whp continue to this day, and are knowa 
by the name of the To^un-Guard. Before thefe new 
inclofures, moft of the principal people lived in the 
Cowgate, without the wall, and the burying-place 
was fituated where the Parliament Clofe now is- 
In our days of peace,, when no alarm of an enemy 
is at all probable, the greater part of the walls, with 
all the gates, have been taken down, and the city 
laid quite open, in order to afibid more ready paf- 
fage to the great concourfe of people with whom 
the flreets are daily filled. But at the period we 
fpeak of, not only were the inhabitants much lefs 
numerous, by reafon of the fmall extent of their 
city, but it was depopulated by a dreadful pla^ue^ 
fo that, to flop if poiGble tlie progrefs of the infec* 
tion, all boufes and ihops were ihut for fourteen 
days, and fome, where infe&ed perfons had died^ 
were pulled down altogether. 

lu 1504, the trad of ground called the Burrough 
Muir, was totally overgrown with wood, though 
now it affords not the fmalleil veflige of having 
been in fuch a ftate. So great was the quantity at 
that time, however, that it was enabled by the 
town-council, that whoever inclined to purchafe a3 
much wood as was fufiicient to make a new front 
for their houfe, might extend it feyen feet into the 
ftrect. Thus the city was in a fliort time filled 
with houfes of wood inftcad o£ ilone i by which, be- 

fid^** 
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fides the inconvenience of having the ftreet narrcFwe^ 
fourteen feet, and the beauty of the whole cntirelj 
marred, it became much more liable to accidents by 
fire ; but aImott*all thefc are now pulled down ; 
and, in doing this, a fingular tafte in the mafonry 
which fupported them, is faid to have been difco- 
vered- 

In 1542, a war with England having commenced, 
through the treachery of Cardinal Beaton, an Engi. 
lifti fleet of 200 fail entered the Forth, and having 
landed their forces, quickly made themfelves maf* 
ters of the towns of Leith and Edinburgh, They 
next attacked the caftle, but were repulfed from it 
with lofs ; and by thia they were fo enraged that 
they not only deftroyed the towns of Edinburgh 
and Leith, but laid wafte the country for a great 
%vay round. Thefe towns, however, fyeedily rei 
covered from their ruinous ftate, and in 1547, Leith 
was again burned by the Englifh- after the battle of 
Pinkey, but Ediuburgh was fparcd. 

Several difturbances happened in this capital at 
the time of the Reformation, none of which greatly 
afFeded the city till the year 1570, at which time 
there was a civil war on account of Queen Mary's 
forced refignatiom The regent, • who was one of 
the contending parties, bought the caftle from the 
perfidious governor (Balfour) for jcool. and the 
priory of Pittenweem. He did not, however, long 
enjoy the fruits of this infamous bargain. Sir Wil- 
liam Kirkaldy, the new governor, a man of great 
iategrity and luaveryi declared for the Queen. The 

city 
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citj in the meantime was fometimes in the handa 
of one party and fometimes of another, during 
which contentions, the inhabitants, as may be eaiily 
imagined, fuffered extremely. In the year X57a 
abovementioned, Qneen Elizabeth fent a body o£ 
J GOO foot and 300 horfe, under the command of 
Sir William Driiry, to affift the king's party* The 
caflle was fummoned to furrender ; and feveral ikir- 
miflies happened during the courfe of two years, in 
which a kind of predatory war was carried on* At 
lafl a truce was agreed on till the month of Ja« 
nuary 1573 ; and this opportunity the Earl of Mor- 
ton, now regent, made ufe of to build two bulwarka 
ftcrofs the High Street, nearly oppofite to the tol-r 
booth, to defend the city from the fire of the cafile. 
On the firft of January, early in the morning, tho 
governor began to cannonade the city« Some of 
the cannon were pointed againil the fifb^market, 
then held on the high ftreet ; and the bullets faUing 
among the fiihes, fcattered them about in a furprif* 
ing manner, and even drove them up fo high in the 
air, that they fell down upon the tops of the houfes* 
This unufual fpedacle having brought a number of 
people out of their boufes, fome of them were kllK 
ed, and others dangeroufly wounded. Some little 
time afterwards,, feveral boufes were fet on fire by 
fliot from the caflle, and burned to the ground -^ 
which greatly enraged the people againft the govcr-. 
nor. A treaty was at laft concluded between the 
leaders of the oppofite fadtions 5 but Klrkaldy re- 
futed to be comprehended in it. The regent there^ 
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fore foHcited the affiflance of Queen Elizabeth, ani 
Sir William Drury was again fent into Scotland 
with 1500 foot and a train of artillery. The caftle 
was now beficged in forro^ and batteries raifed a-- 
gainft it in difierent places. The governor defend- 
ed himfelf with great bravery for 33 days ; but find- 
ing moft of the fortifications demoliihed, the well 
choaked-up with rubbiflx, and all fupplies of watef 
cut oWf he was obliged to furrender* The Eugliih 
general, fn the name of his miilrefs, promifed him 
honourable treatment ; but the Queen of England 
fiianiefiilly gave him up to llie regent, by whom h& 
was hanged. 

Soon after this, the fpirit of fanaticifm, which 
fomehow or other fucceeded the reformation, pro- 
duced violent commotions, not only in Edinburgh, 
but through the whole kingdom. The foundation 
ofthefe difturbances, and indeed of rood others 
which have ever happened in Chriftendom, on ac- 
count of religion, was that pernicious maxim of 
Popery, that the church is independent of the ftate* 
It is not to be fuppofed that this maxim was at alt 
agreeable to the fovereign ^ but fuch was the attach- 
ment of the people to the doctrines of the clergy, 
. that king James found himfelf obliged to compound 
matters with them* This, however, anfvvered the 
purpofe but very indifterently ; and at laft a violent 
uproar was excited. The King was then fitting in 
the Court of Seflion, which was held in the tol- 
booth, when a petition was prefented to him by fix 
perfons, lamenting the dangers which threatened 
• religion ; 
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religion 9 »ivd being treated with very little refpeft 
hj one Bruce a minifler, his Majeftj aiked who they 
were that dared to convene againft his proclamation? 
He was anfwered by Lord Lindfay, that they dared 
to do morCy and would not fuffer religion to be over* 
thrown. On this the king perceiving a number of 
people crowding into the room, withdrew into an« 
other without making any reply, ordering the door 
to be (hut. By this the petitioners were fo much 
enraged, that on their return to the church the moft 
furious refolutions were taken ; and had it not been 
for the adivity of Sir Alexander Home the provoft, 
and Mr Watt, the deacon-coovener, who aflembled 
the crafts in his Majefty's behalf, it is more than 
probable that the door would have been forced, and 
an end put to his life. This affront was fo much 
refented by the King, that he thought proper to de- 
clare Edinburgh an unfit place of refidence for the 
court or the adminiflration of juftice. In confe- 
quence of this declaration, be commanded the col- 
lege of juftice, the inferior judges, and the nobility 
and barons, to retire from Edinburgh, and not to 
return without exprefs licence. This unexpeded 
declaration threw the whole town into confternation, 
and brought back the maglilrates and principal in*- 
habitants to a feufe of their duty. With the clergy 
it was far otherwife. They railed againft the king 
in a mod furious manner ; and, endeavouring to 
perfuade the people to take up arms, the m&gif- 
trates were ordered to imprifon them : but they ef- 
caped by a timely flight. A deputation of the moft 

refpec- 
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refpedabk bargefles was then f«nt to the king at 
; Linlithgow, with a view to mitigate his refentment* 
But he refufed to be pacified ; and, on the laft daj 
of December 1596, entered the town between two 
rows of his foldiers who lined the ftreets, while the 
citizens were commanded to keep within their hoa(«- 
es. A convention of the eilates was held in the 
tolbooth, before whom the magiftrates made the 
mod abjeA fubmiffions, but all in vain. The con« 
vention declared one of the late tumults, in which 
an attack had been made upon the king's perfon, to 
be high treafon ; and ordained, th#t if the magif- 
trates did not find out the authors, the city itfelf 
fhould be fubjefted to all the penalties due to that 
crime. It was even propofed to raze the town from 
the foundation and ere6l; a pillar on the fpot where 
it had ftood, as a monument of its crimes. The 
inhabitants were now reduced to the utmoft defpair; 
but Queen Elizabeth interpofing in behalf of the ci- 
ty, the ktng thought proper to abate fomewhat of 
his rigour. A criminal profecution, however, was 
commenced, and the town-council were commanded 
to appear at Perth bj the firft of February. On their 
petition, the time for their appearance was prolong- 
ed to the firft of March ; and the attendance of thir- 
teen of the common council was declared fufficient, 
provided they had a proper commiiQon from the 
reft. The trial commenced on the fifth day of the 
month, and one of the number having failed in his 
attendance, the caufe was immediately decided a- 

gainft 
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galnft the council. Tlicy were declared rebels, and 
Jtheir revenues forfeited. 

For fifteen days the city cootinned in the utmoft 
confufioii ; but at laft, on their earoeft fupplicationy 
and offering to fubmit entirely to the king*s mercy^ 
the community were refiored on the following con- 
ditions, which they had formerly proffered : That 
they {hould continue to make a mod diligent fearch 
for the authors of the tumult, in order to bring 
them to condign punifliment ; that none of the fe- 
ditious minifters (hould be allowed to return to their 
charges, and ne ethers admitted without his majef* 
ty's confent ; and that in theeleSion of their magi- 
strates they fliould prefent a lift of the candidates to 
the King, and his Lords of Council and Seifion, 
whom his M ajefty and their Lordihips might ap- 
prove or reject at pleafiire. To thefe conditions the 
King now added fome others ; wz» that the houfes 
which had been poffeffed by the minifters (hould be 
"delivered up to the King; that the clergyhien (hould 
afterwards live difperfed through the town, every 
one in his own parifli : That the town-council houfe 
fiiould be appointed for accommodating the court of 
'exchequer ; that the town (hould become bound for 
the fafty of the Lords of Seflion from any attempts 
of the burgeffes, under a penalty of 40,000 merks ; 
and, laftly, chat the town (hould immediately psij 
20,000 merks to his Majctty. 

Upon thefe terms, a reconciliation took place ; 
which appears to, have been very complete, as the 
King not only allowed the degraded minifters to be 
B replace^ 
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xeplaced, but in 1610 conferrccTa mark of his favqor 
on the town, bj allowing the provofl to have a 
fword of flate carried before him, and the niagi- 
ilrates to wear gowns on public occa£ions« In i6xS 
he paid hifi laft vifit to the city, when heVas receiv- 
«djivith the moil esti'Avagax.t pomp and magnificence. 
The events which, during this period, regard the 
internal police of the citj, were principally the fol- 
lowing. After the unfortunate battle at Pinkej, the 
magiftrates, probably apprehending that now their 
power was enlarged by reafon.of the common cala« 
mity, proceeded info me refpeds in a very arbitrary 
manner; forcing the inhabitants to furnilh materials 
for the public works; enjoining merchants to bring 
home filver to be coined at the mint ; and ordering 
lanterns to be hong out at proper places to burn till 
nine at night, &c. Another invafion from England' 
being apprehended in 1558, the city raifed 1450 
men lor its defence, among whom there are faid tb 
have been 200 taylors ; fo that their profcfiloa 
feems to have been in a very flouriihing (late at that 
time. During the diilurbances which happened at 
the reformation, it was enafted, that the figure of St 
Giles Ihould be cut out of the town itandard, and 
that of a thiftle inferted in its place. It was like- 
wife enabled, that none but thofe who profefTed the 
reformed religion (hould ferve in any office whate« 
ver ; and the better to pteferve that extraordinary 
appearance of fanftity which was aflPefted, a pillar 
was erefted in the North Loch, for the purpofe of 
ducking fcniicatorsj . 

In 



iixsrosir of Edinburgh. f 9 

In 1595, thcbojs of the High School rofe agaioft 
their mailers j and fnch was the barbarifro of thofc 
days, that one of thefe ftriplings fliot a magiftrate 
with a piftpl, who had conje with the reft to 
reduce them to obedience. The reafon of the up- 
roar wA5, that they were in that year rcfufed two 
vacations, which had been cuilomary in former 
times: however, they were at laft obliged to fubmit, 
and ever fince have been allowed only one for about 
fix weeks in the autitmn. The fan»e year the houfe 
of one of the baillies^ was aHaulted by the tradcf* 
men's fons. affifted by joarneymen who had 4iot re* 
ceived the freedom of the town : he cfcaped with 
his life, but the offenders were banilhed the city for 
ever. 

In the beginning of the reign of Charles I. a per* 
feft harmony feems to have fubfifted between the- 
court and the city of Edinburgh 5 for in 1627, King 
Charles I. prefented the city with a new fword and 
gown, to be worn by the provoft at the tinges ap- 
pointed by his father James VI. Next year he paid 
a vifit to this capital, and was received by the magi- 
ft rates in the moft pompous manner ; but foon af- 
ter this the difturbances arofe which were not ter- 
minated hut by the death of that unfortunate mo- 
narch. Thefe commenced on an attempt of Charles 
to introduce epifcopacy into the kingdom; and the 
firft ftep towards this was the erc6lion of the three 
Lothians, and part of Berwick into a diocefe, Edih^ 
burgh being the Epifcopal feat^ and the church of 
St Giles the cathedral. But though the attempt 
B % V. •" 



ao HISTORY OF EUIKBURCH. 

Was given gwct^ the minds of the people were not 
^o be quieted. Next winter thej reforted to the 
town in fuch multitudes, that the Privy Council 
thought proper to publifh two afts ; hy one of 
which the people were commanded, under fevere 
penalties, to leave town in 24 hours; and by the 
other, the Court of Scflion was removed to Linlith- 
gow. The populace and their leaders were fo much 
enraged by the latter, that Lord Traq^uair andfome 
of the bifliops narrowly efcaped with their lives > 
and next year, (1638) nwttcr« became ftillmore 
fcrious. For now, the king having provoked his 
fubjefts throughout all Scotland with the innova- 
tions he attempted in religion, Edinburgh was made 
the general place of rendezvous, and the moft for* 
midabk aflbciations took place. Each of the towns 
of Scotland had a copy ; and that which belonged 
to Edinburgh, crowded with 5.000 names, is ftilL 
preferved among the records of the city. Notwith- 
Aanding this difagreemcnt, however, the King once 
Ttiore vifited Edinburgh in 164 1, and was enter- 
tained by the magiilrates at an expence of i2,oocl. 
Scots. It does not appear that, after this, the city 
was in anv way particularly concerned with the 
difturbances which followed, either tluoughout the 
remainder of the reign of Charles I., the common- 
wealth, or the reign of Charles II. In 1680, the 
Duke of York with hia Duchefs, the Princefs 
Anne, and the whole court of Scotland, were en« 
tertained by the city, in the Parliament Houfe, at 
the expcncc of 15,000]. Scots* At this time it is 

faid 
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Mi that the fcheme of building a bridge over the 
North Loch was projeded bj the Duke. 

From the time when King James VI. paid his 
lad vilit to Edinburgh in 1618, till the time of the 
\Jnionin 1707, a confiderable numberof private re* 
gulations were made bj the niagiilrates ; feme of 
them evidently calculated for the good of the citj, 
othets ilronglj character iftic of that violent fpiric 
of fanaticifm which prevailed fo much in the laft 
century. Among the former was an zA paiTed ia 
1 621, that the houfes, inftead of being covered with 
ftraw or boards, ihould have their roofs conftruft- 
. ed of (late, tiles, or lea J. This aft was renewed ia 
1667 ; and'ia 1698^ an jift was pafled, regulating 
their heights alfo. By this they were reftraincd to 
five flories, and the thicknefs of the wall determin-' 
ed to be three feet at the bottom. In 1684, a lan- 
tern with a candle was ordered to be hung out in . 
the firft floor of every houfe, in order to light the 
flreets at night ; and there were two coaches, with- 
four horfes each, ordered to be bought for the ufc- 
of the magittrates ; but k does not appear how long 
they continued to be ufed. In 1681 the Court of 
Scffion difcontinued their fittings in fammer 5 but 
as this was found to be attended with inconvenience,, 
an a£l was paffed for their reftoration, and they have, 
ever fince, continued- to hold two feflions in the year. 
During the time of the civil war in 1649, ^^® ^^^f 
was vifited by the plague, which is the laft time 
that dreadful diiiejnper hath mad<? its appearance 
ijj this country. The infedlon was fo violent, that 
B3 the. 
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the citj was almoft depopulated: the prifonew were 
difcharged from the tolbooth, and an aft was made 
for giving one Dn Joannes Politius a falaiy bf 8ol. 
Scots per month, for vifiting thofe who were in- 
featfd with the difeafe. In 1677, the firft coftec- 
houfes were allowed to be opened, but none with- 
out a licence : and the fame year the town-council 
regulated the price of penny- weddings ; ordaining 
the men to pay no more than two fhillings, and the 
women eighteen pence ; very extravagant prices 
liaving been exaded before. 

The wifdom of feme aSs, intended to regulate 
the dreffes, and guard the virtue, of the women, is, 
perhaps, more doubtful. In 1633, an aft of coun- 
cil was pafled, by which women were forbidden to 
wear plaids over their faces, under the penalty of 
five pounds and forfeiture of the plaid for the fii ft 
fault. Banilhment was the punifhment of the third.. 
The reafon afllgned for this ad was, that matrons 
were not known from ilrumpets and loofe women, 
while the plaid continued to be worn over the face. 
Uliis aA was renewed in 1637 and 1638. Succeed- 
ing town-councils continued to fbew the fame re- 
gard to thefe matters; for, in 1695, they ena&ed, 
that no inn-keeper, vintner, or ale-feller, fliould for 
the future, employ women as waiters or fervants, 
under the penalty of five ibillings Sterling for each. 
The following anecdote may, perhaps, make the 
virtues of thefe legiflators tbemfelves wear a fuf- 
picious afpeft. In 1649, the city having borrowed 
40,000!. Scots, in order to ralfe their quota of men 

for 
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for his Majeftj, the payment of it was abfolutelj 
lefufed bj the town-coancil| when a demand was 
made for thatpurpofe. That thej might not, how- 
ever, depend entirely upon their own opinion in a. 
matter of fuch importance, they took that of the 
General Ailcmbly upon the fubjeA ; and it was dc* 
termined by thefe reverend divines, that ihey were, 
not in confcience bound to pay* for an unlawful en* 
gagement, which their pjedecefibrs had.cnteied into. 
But, in 1652, Cromwell's parliament, who pretend- 
ed to no lefs fandity than they, declared themfelves 
of a very difitrent opinion :, and, on tJie application 
of one of the creditors, forced llicni to repay the 
fum. 

The treatment which the brave Marquife of Mon- 
trofe met with^ like wife fixes i^n indelible itigma, 
both upon the magilt rates andckrgy at that time. 
Having been put under fentence of excommunica- 
tion, no perfun was allowed to fpcak to him, or do 
him the leaft office of friendfliip. Buing taken pri- 
foner after his defeat at Philiphaugh, he was met 
without the city by the magifirates and town-guard, 
and by them conduded in a kind of gloomy pro- 
cef&on through the llreets bareheaded, in an ele- 
yated cart made for the purpofe 5 the other prifon- 
ers walking two and two before him. At the time 
of his execution, he was attended by one of the mi- 
nillers, who, according to his own account, did not 
choofe to return till ** he had feen him caften over 
the ladder." 

The 
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The Union in 1707 had alnooft produced a war 
between the two kingdoms, which it was defigned 
Co unite ; and on that occafion Edinburgh became 
a fcene of the moll violent difturbances. During 
the time the a£k was pailing, it was found abfoluteljr 
neceffarjr for the guards and four regimeats of foot? 
to do dutjr in the city. Thedlftiirbances were aug- 
mented by the difagreement of the two members of 
parliament ; and notwithftanding the v\Q,oty gained 
ut that time by the court party, Sir Patrick Johnfton 
the provoft, who voted for the union, was obliged 
afterwards to leave the country. In 1715, the city 
remained faithful to the royal caufe, and proper 
njieafures were taken for its defence. A committee 
of fafety was appointed, the city-guard increafed, 
and 400 men raifed at the expence of the town*. 
The trained bands like wife were ordered out, lOo 
of whom mounted guard every night : by which- 
precautions the rebels were prevented from attempt- 
ing the city ; they however made themfelves mailers 
ui the citadel of Leith ; but fearing an «tack from the 
duke of Argyle,they abandoned it in the night-time, 
A fcheme was even laid by them for becoming mafters 
of the caftle of Edinburgh ; for which puppofe they 
bribed a ferjeant to place their fcAling ladders. ThuS 
fomc of the rebels got up to the top of the walls 
before any alarm was given ; but in the mean time 
the plot being difcovered by the ferjeant's wife, her 
hulband was hanged over the place where he had 
attempted to introduce the rebels. Tlje expence of 
the armament which the city had been ai on this 

occafion^ 
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occafion, amounted to about 1700 1., which was te* 
paid by Governmenc in the jear I72i. 

The loyalty of this city was Aill farther remark* 
able In the year 1725, wlien difturbances were ex** 
cited in all parts of the kingdooi. Particularly ia 
the City of Glafgow, concerning the ezcife-bill ; for 
all remained quiet in £dinbugh, notwitbitanding the 
violent out-cries that were made elfewhere : and fo 
remarkable was the tranquillity in the metropolis, 
that government afterwards returned thanks to the 
magidrates for it. In 173&, however, die city had 
again the mi&fortune to fiaU under the royal difplea* 
fure, on the following accou^it* Twa fmugglers 
having, been detected in dealing their own goods 
out of a cuftom-houfe, were condemned to be hang^ 
ed." The crime was looked upon as trivial ; and 
tl^erefore^ a general n^u^rmur prevailed among the 
populace, which was, no doubt, heightened by the 
following accident. At that time, it had been cuf« 
tomary for perlbns condemned to die, to be carried 
each Sunday to the church, called from that cir- 
cumflance the Tolbooth Church, Tlie two prifon* 
ers jull mentioned,, were condu&ed in the ufual way, 
guarded by three foldiers to prevent their making 
their efcape : but having. (Mice gone thither a. little 
before the congregation met, one of the prifoners 
feized one of the guards in each hand, and the other 
in his teeth, calling out to his companion to run ; 
which he immediately did, with fuch fpeed, that he 
foon got out of'fight and was never heard of after*^ 
wards. The perCon wha had tlms procured the life 
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of his companion without regard to his own, would 
no doubt become a general objefl of compaffion ;■ 
and, of cousle, when led to the place of extcution, 
the guard were feverely pelted bj the mob ; and 
ibme of them, according to the teflimony of the wit- 
neffes who were fworn on the occafion, pretty much 
wounded. Bj this, Captain Porteous, who com« 
manded the guard, was fo much provoked, that he 
gave orders to fire, by which fix people were killed, 
and eleven wounded* l^he evidence, however, e« 
ven of the faft that the orders to fire were giveny 
appears not to have been altogether unexceptiona- 
ble ; neverthelefs, on tfiis he was tried and condem- 
ned to be executed. At that time the king was &b- 
fent at Hanover, having left the regency in the hands 
of the Queen ; and the cafe of the unfortunate Por» 
teous having been reprefented to her, (he was pleaC* 
ed to grant him a reprieve : but fuch was the in« 
veteracy of the people sgainft him, that they deter, 
mined not to allow him to avail himfelf of the royaP 
clemency. On the day that had been appointed for 
his execution, therefore, a number of people affem*» 
bled, fhut the gates of the city, and burnt the door 
tof the prifon, the fame which the mob would for- 
merly have broke open in order to murder King 
James. They then took out Porteous, whom it was 
found impoSible to refcue out of their hands, tho^ 
every method that the magift rates could take for 
that purpofe, in fwch a confufion, was made ufe of. 
It was even proved, that the member of parliament 
went to the commander in chief, and requcfted iha^ 
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ht would fend a partj of Soldiers to quell the dif- 
turbance^ but was abfolutely denied bis requeft^ be* 
caufe he could not produce a written order from the 
provofl to this purport 3 which, in the confuiioti. 
then exiiling in the citjr, could neither have been 
expeSed to be given by the provoft, nor would i( 
have been fafe for any perfon to have carried it a« 
bout hm^ Thus the unhappy vi^im was kft in 
the hands of his executioners ^ and being dragged by 
theoi to the place defiined for receiving his fate, was 
hanged on a dyer's iign-poft. As they had not 
brought a rope along with them, they broke open a 
ibop where they knew ropes were to be had ; and 
having taken out what they wanted, left the money 
.upon the table, and retired without committing any 
other diforder* 

Such an atrocious infult on Government could 
not but be highly rcfented. A royal proclamation 
was tjQTued, offering a pardon to any accomplice, and 
a reward of 200 1. to any perfon who would difcovcr 
one of^thcNfe concerned. The proclamation was or- 
dered to be read from every pulpit in Scotland, the 
firil Sunday of every month for a twelvemonth: 
but fo divided were the people in their opinions a* 
bout this matter, that many of the clergy helirated 
exceedingly about complying with the royal order, 
by which they were brought in danger of being 
turned out of their livings ; while thofe who corn- 
plied became fo unpopular, that their fituatiou was 
rendered ftill worfe than the others. All the ef- 
forts of Government, however, were infufHcient tm 

produce 
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•produce any difcovery ; by which, no doirbt, the 
Court were ftill more exafperatcd : and it was no*.V 
determined to execute vengeance upon the magi*, 
ilrates and city at large. Alexander Wilfon, th^ 
|)rovoft at that time, was imprifoned three weeks 
tiefore lie could be admitted to bail ; after which, 
he and the four bailies, with the Lords of Juflicia- 
srj, were ordered to attend the houfe of Peers at 
"London. On their arrival there, a debate enfued, 
rwliether the Lords 'fliould attend in their robes or 
not ? but at lall it was agreed that they ihouM at- 
tend in 4heir robes at the bar. This, however, was 
jefufcd by their Lordfliips, who infified that they 
Aould be examined within the bar; upon whroh 
the affair of their examination was dropped alto* 
gether. A bill was at laft pafied both houfes, by 
Jwhich it was enabled, that the city of Edinburgh 
&oiild be fined in 200ol. for the benefit of Porteous's 
Widow (though Ihe was prevailed upon to accept of 
1500!. for the whole); and the provoft was declared 
incapable of ever ferving Government again in any 
capacity whatever. To prevent fuch cataftrophes 
in time coming, the town-council enafted, that, on 
the firft appearance of an infurre^ion, the chief 
officers in the different focieties and corporations 
ihouid repair to the council, to receive the orders 
of the ma^iftrates for the quelling of the tumult, 
under the penalty of 81. 6s 8d. for each onnii&on. 

In 1745, the city was inveffed by the Pretender's 
army ; ani on the 17th of September, the Nether- 
|)owgate being opened to let a. coach . pafs, a party 

of 
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of Highlanders, who had reached the gate undis- 
covered, ruihed in, and took pofleffion of the city* 
The' inhabitants were commanded to deliver up 
their arms at the palace of Holyrood-houfe ; a cer- 
tain quantity of military ftores was required from 
the city, under pain of military execution ; and an 
afleffment of is 6d. upon the pdund was impofed 
upon the real rents within the city and liberties^ 
for defraying that expence. 

The Pretender^s army guarded all the avenues to 
the ca(tl€ ; but no iigns of hoftility enfued till the 
ejth of the month, wheh the garrifon being alai:m« 
ed from fome unknown caufe, a number of cannon 
were difcharged at the guard placed at the Well- 
port, but with very little t^kdi. This gave occa« 
fion to an order to the guard at the weigh-houfe^ 
to prevent all intetcourfe between the city and 
eaftle ; then the governor acquainted the provoft 
by letter, that unleds the communication was pre^ 
ferved, he would be obliged to diflodge xhe guard 
by means of artillery. A deputation was next fenC 
to the Pretender^ acquainting him with the danger 
the city was in, and in treating him to withdraw 
. the guard. With this he refufed to comply ; and 
the Highland centinels, firing at fome people who 
were carrying provifions into the calUe, a pretty 
fmart cannonading enfued, which fet on fire feveral 
houfes, killed fome people, and did other da« 
mage. The Pretender then confented to difmifs 
the guard, and the cannonading ceafed. After th6 
battle of CuUoden, the provoft of Edinburgh was 
G obliged 
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4ibliged to ftand a verj long and fevere trial, firfl at 
London, and then at Edinburgh, for not defending 
the citj againll the rebels; which, froai the fitua- 
tion and extent of the walls, everj one m.uft hare 
feen to be iropoffible. 

During this trial, a very uncommon circum- 
flance happened.: the jury having fat two dajs, 
infified that they could fit no longer, and prayed for 
a fhort refpite* As the urgency of the cafe was 
apparent, and both parties agreed, the court, after 
long reafoning, adjourned till the day following 
taking the jury bound under a penalty of 500L 
each ; when the court xontiniied £tting two day^ 
longer, and the jury were one day inclofed. The 
event was, that the provoft was exculpated. 

After the battle x)f Culloden the Duke of Cum- 
berland caufed fourteen of the rebel ftandards to be 
burned at the crofs : that of the Pretender was car- 
ried by the coiumon executioner, the others by 
chimney fweepers ; the heralds proclaiming the 
names of the commanders to whom they belonged, 
as they were thrown into the fire. At this time 
the city of Edinburgh felt a temporary inconve- 
nience, from the elediion of their magiftrates not 
, haying taken place at the ufual time ; fo that it 
became neceffary to apply to his majefty for the 
reftoration of the government of the city* This 
was readily granted, the burgefi*es being allowed a 
poll-tax ; after which an entire new fet of magif- 
trates was returned, all of them friends to the 
^oufe of Hanover, and foon after, the freedom of 

the 
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the citj in a gold box was prefented to the Duke 
of Cumberland. 

With thefe tranfaftions all betwixt Government 
and the metropolis of Scotland were ended ; the 
reft of its hiftory therefore only confifts of internal 
occurrences, the regulations made bj its own ma- 
giftrares for the benefit of the city, their applica- 
tions to government for leave to improve if, or the 
execution of thefe improvements ; of which we ihall • 
now give a birief detail* 

fn trie year X7:e(l, the city firft bellowed a fet** 
tied falary on the provoft, in order to enable him to 
fapport the dignity of fir ft magiflrate. This was 
at firft 3 col ; but has Cnce been augmented to 
500I., which his lordfliip ft ill enjoys. In 1718 ic 
was recommended to the magiftrates to diftinguifh 
themfelrcs^ by wearing coats, of black velvet, for 
which they were allowed lol.; but this a6l being ab- 
rogated in 1754, gold chsuns were ailigned as badges 
©f their office which they ftill continue to wear* 
Provoft Kincaid happened to die in office in the 
year 1777 ; which being a very rare accident, 
perhaps the only one of the kind to be met with in 
the records of Edinburgh, he was buried with great 
Xblemnity, and a vaft concourfe of people attendee*. 

Tumults have been freqi^ent in Edinburgh, 
ehiefty on account of the dearuefs of pro.vifions« 
In 1740, Bell's mills were firft attacked by the po-< 
pulace and afterwards Leith mills ; nor could the 
rioters be difperfed till the military had fired a- 
n^ng^themi and wounded three^of whom one died; 
Oz. and 
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and It was found neccflary to order feme dragoons 
ii.to the city, in order to prefcrvc tranquillity, Ii^ 
1741, another violent tumult took place* owing to 
a cuftom of ftcaliDg dead bodies from their graves 
for anatomical purpofcs, which had then become 
common. The populace beat to arms, threatened 
deftmaion to the furgeons, and, in fpitc of all the 
efforts of the magillrates, demolilhed the houfe of 
the beadle at St. Cuthbert*s. In 1756, new dif* 
turbancC:, which rrq-j^ed the affiftance of the mi- 
litary, took place : the caufr !!* ^hU tin*^ «»«•• ♦i^-- 
imprefling of men for the war which was then com* 
menciijg. A diilurbance was like wife excited ia 
1760. This was occafioned by the footmen, who till 
then were allowed to follow their m afters into the 
playhoufe, aed now took upon them to difiurb the 
entertainment of the company ; the confequence of 
which was, that they were turned out, and have 
ever fmce been obliged to wait for their mailers*. 
In 1763 and 1763, the tumults on account of the 
provifions wete renewed ; many of the meal-mong» 
ers had their houfes broken open and their (hop^ 
deftroyed. The magillrates, as ufual, were ob- 
liged to call in a party of diagoons to quell the dif- 
turbance ; but at the fame time, to put an effec- 
tual ftop, as far as was in their power, to thefe 
proceedings for the future, they gave fecurity, that 
people who brought grain or provifions into the 
market fliould be fecured in their property. Since 
that time there have been*, no tumults diredly on 
the account of provifions^ though, in 1784, a ter. 

rible 
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lible riot and attack of a diftillery at Canonmills 

took place, on a fuppoiition that the diftillers en* 

hanced the price of meal by ufing untnalted grain. 

The attack was repelled bj the ferrants of thd dif*- 

tillerj ; but the mob could not be quelled until the 

iheriff called the foldiers quartered in the cattle to 

his af&ftance. The fame night a part/ of rioters 

&t out for Ford, a place ten miles to the fouthward, 

ifrhere there was iikewife a large diftillery ; which^ 

ma there was none to make any oppofition, they 

foon deftroyed; Otoe man was killed in this riot 

at Edinburgh, by the fire of a fervant of the dif- 

tillery^ and feveral of the rioters were afterwards 

.iecured and puniihed; 

In the year 1778 and 1779, two very alarming 
difturbances happened, which threatened a great 
deal of bloodfhed, though happily they were ter- 
minated without any. The firft. was a mutiny of: 
the Earl of Seaforth's Highland^ regiment, who 
were at this time quartered in the caftle. Tbefe 
having been ordered to embark, for fome rcafon or 
other, unanimoufly refufed, and pofted themfelves 
on the top of Arthur's feat, where they continued- 
for two days. Troops were colleded to prevent 
their cfcape, and the inhabitants were ordered to 
keep within doors at the firA toll of the great bell,, 
which was to be a fignal of violence about to take 
place; but fortunately all the fears, naturally arif- 
ing from the expeftation of this event, were difli- 
pated by an accommodation. The other happened' 
ofl account of the attempt to repeal the penal laws 
^ 3 agai^ft 
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againft the papifts ; and was much more alarming 
than the othefi as being the effed of a premedi^ 
tated fchemei and determined refolution to oppofe' 
government. On the ad of February 1779, a mob^ 
alTembled in the evening, burned a popifli chapel, 
and plundered another. Next daj they renewed 
their depredations ; deftrojing and carrying of the 
booksi furniture, Slc. of feveral popilh .priefis and 
others of that perfuaiion. The riot continued alL 
that day, though the af&ftance of the military was 
tailed in ; but happily no lives were loft, nor was 
there any firing. The city was afterwards obliged 
to make good the damage fuftained by the Ca- 
tholics on this occalion, which was eflimatcd at 
ijooL 

We fhall clofe this hiftory of Edinburgh with a 
general account of the improvements which have 
lately taken place in it, and of which a particular 
defoription will afterwards be given. Thefe began 
in the year 17539 when the foundation-ftone of the 
Exchange was laid ; at which time there was a 
grand proceffion, and the greateft concourfe of peo-^ 
pie ever known in Edinburgh. A triumphal arch 
was ercfted for the purpofe, through which the 
procei&on pafled, and medals were fcatteired among 
the populace. In 1756, the high llrtet was clear, 
ed by the removal of the crofs ; though many re- 
gretted this, on account of its being a. very ancient 
and elegant building. In the middle, it had an u- 
nicorn placed on the top of a pillar 20 feet high ; 

but 
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bat this fine ornament was brokeA to pieces, bj the 
giving way of the tackle by which it was attempt* 
ted to remove iu ■ It is now again ereded at 
Drum» a feat belonging to Lord Sooierville, about 
four miles from Edinburgh.. 

In 1763 » the firft (lone of the North Bridge was 
laid by Proyofl Drummond ; and, ia t»767, ati aft 
of Parliament was obtained for extending the royals 
ty ofthe cityt over the fields to the nortliward, • 
where the New Town is now fituated. About the 
fame timei a fpot of ground upon the fouth fide of 
the town, was purchafed by a private perfon for 
1200 1.9 which being feued out for building, gave 
rife to the increafe of the town on that quarter ^r 
and this proceeded the more rapidly, >as the houfes 
built there were free from the dues impofed upon 
others, fubjedt to the royalty. In I774f the foun- 
dation of the Regifler-Office was laid. In 1784, 
the projeft for rendering the accefs to the town 
equally eafy on both fides, was begun to be put in 
execution, by laying the foundation of the South 
Bridge. At the fame time, a great improvement 
was made by reducing the height of the flreet, 
. feveral feet all the way from the place where the 
crofs flood to the Netherbow ; by which means, 
the afcent is rendered more eafy, not only for . car- 
riages, but alfo for perfons who walk on foot. Ano- 
ther very uftful public work was the formation of an 
earthen mound, with rubbifh removed from the im- 
provements in the Old and the New Town, to ferve as 
a paffage between the Lawn Market and the upper 

part 
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part of the New Town^ At the fame time, the 
ftrcet was farther cleared hy the removal of the 
town-guard-houfe, which had long been complain- 
ed of as an incumbrance. It is Clill farther in con- 
templation to remove the Luckenbooths ; and 
when this is accomplilhed, with other improve- 
ments, by which it muft neceflarilj be accompa-^ 
niedy it is to be quell ioned, whether any citj in 
Britain will be able to vie with Edinburgh in ele*^ 
gance and beautj. 

Having thus given a ooncife hiftory of the city 
from its earliefl foundation, we fhall now proceeds 
to defcribe it in its improved date. 
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DESCRIPTION QF EDINBURGH* 

Edinburgh is fituated \ipon a fteep hill, rifing 
from eail to weft, and terminating in a high and 
inacceffible rock, on which the caflle ftands. At 
the eaft end or lower extremity of this hill, (lands 
the abbey of Holyrood-houfe, or King's palace, dif- 
tant from the caille upwards of a nvile i and, be* 
4^ixr vuliiclu aloaa tlj« ^p cf the fligej and almoft 
in a flraight line, runs the high-ftreet. On eaca 
£de, and parallel to this ridgis or hill, is another 
ridge of ground, lower than that in the middle, and 
which does, not extend fo far to the eaft ; that on 
the fouth being intercepted by Saiiiuiiry-rock* zlJL 
Archur*s feat, a hill of about 8qo feet of perpendi- 
cular height i and that on the north by the Galtoiu 
bill, confiderably lower than Arthur'^.feat : fo that 
the fituation of this city is moil fingular and ro- 
mantic ; the eaft or lower part of the town, lying 
between, two hills, and the weft or higher part rif- 
ing up towards a third hil], little inferior in height 
to the higbeft of the other two, upon which, as has 
been obferved, the caftle is built, and overlooks the 
town. 

The buildings of the town terminate at the dif- 
tance of about z.oo yards from the caftle-gate ;. 
which fpace affords a moft delightful as well as 
conv.enient and healthful walk to the inhabitants. 
The profpe6l from this fpot,, is perhaps the finell 
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anj where to be met with, for extent, beauty, and- 
varietj. 

In ffie valley or hollow betwixt the miS and the 
fouth ridges, and nearly parallel to the bigh^ftreet, 
h another ilreet called the Cowgate ; and the fown 
has now extended itfelf over that fouth ridge alfo. 
Betwixt the middle and the north ridges, was a 
loch, which, till within thefc lad thirty years, ter- 
minated the town on that fide. From the high- 
ilreet towards the loch on the north, and Cowgate 
on the fouth, run narrow crofs ftrcctst or laner, 
called wynds and clofcs, which grow ftfeeper and 
deeper, the farther weft or nearer the caftle ; fo 
that, were it not for the clofenefs and great height 
of the buildings, this city, from its fiiuation and 
ptan, might naturally be expected to be the bcft 
aired, as well as the cleaneft in Europe. The for- 
mer, notwithftanding thefe difadvantages, it enjoys 
in an eminent degree ; but we cannot compliment 
it on the latter, notwithftanding every poffible 
means has been ufed by the magiftrates for that 
purpofe. 

The fteepnefs of the afcent, makes the accefs t6 
the high-ftrcet from the north and- fouth very diffi^ 
ficult ; which, no doubt, greatly retarded the en- 
largement of the city. To remedy this inconve- 
nience on the north, and with a view to extend the 
town on that quarter, a moft elegant bridge has 
been thrown over the north loch, which joina the 
north ridge-to the middle of the High Street, by fo 
eafy an afcent, as one in fixleen ; and in pursuance 

of. 
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^ the dcfign, a plan of a new town to the north 
^as fixed upon, and is now ne'arlj finilhedi with aQ 
elegance and tafte that do honour to this coun- 
trj. In like manner, to facilitate the accefs from 
the fouth fide, a bridge has been thrown over the 
vallej, through which the Cowgate runs ; which^ 
if not equally elegant with the north bridge, is 
certainly as convenient. 

The gradual increafe of the citj of Edinburgh 
cxnaj in fome degree be underflood from the traces 
of its ancient walls that ftill remain. James II. ia 
^450, firfl bedowed on the community the privi- 
lege of fortifying the city with a wall, and cm- 
powered them to levy a tax upon the inhabitants 
for defraying the expence. When the city was firft 
fortified, the wall reached no farther than the pre- 
fent Water-houfe or Refcrvoir, on the cafile-hill : 
from thence to the foot of Halkerfton*s wynd, juft 
below the new bridge, the city was defended by 
the North4och, an inconfiderable morafs, which 
being formerly overflowed, formed a fmall lake 
that hftth 'fince been drained. From this place to 
the foot of Leith wynd, it does not appear how 
the city was fortified^ but from ihe foot of Leith 
wynd to the Netherbow^port it was defended only 
by a range of houfesrj and when thefe had become 
ruinous., a wall was built in their place. The 
original wall of Edinburgh, therefore, began at 
the foot of the north- eafl rock of the caflle. Here 
it was (Irengthened by a fmall fortrcfs, the ruins 
of which are ftill to be fcen, and are called the 
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TVeU^bou/i ToweTf from their having a fpring ill 
their neighbourhood. When the wall came oppo- 
fite to the refervoir, it was carried qaite acrofs the 
hill, having a gate on the top for making st com- 
munication between the town and caflle. In going 
down the hill, it went flanting in an oblique direc<^ 
tioo to the firft angle in going down the Weft.bovir« 
where was a gate named the UpperJfow F%rt^ one 
of the hooks of which fiill remains. Thence it 
proceeded eaftward, in fuch a manner as would 
liave cut off* not oolj all the Cowgate, butfomepart 
of the Parliament houfe \ and being continued a# 
far as the Miot*clofe, it turned to the north-eafl, 
and conne£^ed itfelf with the buildings on the north 
fide of the High-dreet, where was the origmal 
Nctherbow-port, about 50 yards weft from that 
which afterwards went bj the fame name. 

Soon after the building of this wall, a new ftreet 
was formed on the outfide of it, named the Cowgate^ 
which, in the i6th ccnturj, became the refidence 
of the nobility, the fenators of the college of juf- 
tice, and other perfons of the firft diftindtion. Af- 
ter the fatal battle of Flowden, however, the in- 
habitants of the Cowgate became very anxious to 
have themfelves defended by a wall as well as the 
reft. The wall of the city was therefore extended 
to its prefcnt limits. This new wall begins on the 
fouth-caft fide of the rock on which the caftle i» 
built, and to which the town-wall comes quite 
dofe. From thence it defcends obliquely to the 
Weft, port ; then afccnds part of a hill on the other 

fide. 



PB^SCRtFTIOH OF EDIKBUROB. 4X 

Me, calkd the Higb Riggs i after which' it runs 
eaftv^ard with but littk alteration in its coorfe to 
tb6 BriftO and Pottcrrow ports, and fitem thence to 
tHe Pleafancc. Here it takfes a northcrly^^dircaion, 
-which it keeps from^ thence to the Cowgatt-port ; 
after which the inclofnr^ is compleated to the Nc- 
th^bow by the houfc« ct St Mary's' wynd. The 
original Neth^rbdw^port bring found not well ^ 
adapted for defence, was pulled downy and anew' 
one built in 1571, by the adherents of Queen Ma- 
ry. In i6o(r, the' lalfe handfome building called ^ 
the Meth€Pbow*Port wasfcrefted about jO yards 
below the place Vhere the former flood. It was 
two (lories high, and had an ekgant fpire in the 
middle ; but being thought to encumber the ftreet, 
and the whole building being in a craty fituation, 
itf was pulled down by order of the' magiflrates in 
1764. 

In the original wall of "Edinburgh, there was, aa 
has been already obferved, a port on the caftle-hill. 
On the extenfion of the Wall, after building the 
houf(^s in the Cowgate, this gate was pulled down* 
That in the upper or Weft-bow ftood for a much 
longer time, and was pnlled down within the me- 
mory of Tome petfons lately or perhaps ftill living* 
Belides thefe, there was a third, about 50 yards 
above the head of the Xianongate ; but whether 
there were any more, is uncertain. The ports or 
gates of the new wall were, i. The Wejl-port, fi- 
tuated at the extremity of the Grafs-market \ be- 
yond which lies a fuburb of the town and a bo- 
D rough 
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rougli of regality, called Portjburgh* Next Um^ 
tbis is a wicket, ftruck out of the town w^U in. 
1744, for the purpofe of making an eailer commu- 
nication between the town and the public walks in. 
the meadows, than bj Brifto^port. l^he next to 
this was Brifto'port^ built in 1515 ; bejond which 
lies a fuburb called Brifto-Jlreet. At a fmall dif- 
tance from 3ri(lo was the PoterroW'port^ which 
took this name from a aianufadlprj of earthen ware 
\Ti the neighbourhood. Formerlj it was called 
Kirk of Field Part* Between this and the Cow- 
g^te-port ftood another, (galled St Mary^s Wynd 
Port^ which extended from eaft to wed acrofs the 
foot of the Pleafancc* and which was demoliihed 
onlj- (ioce the middle of the laft century. — GJofe to 
the middle of jthis ftood the CowgaU'Port\ whi^h 
opened a communication between the Cowgate and 
St Mary's Wynd, and the Pleafance. The Netber^ 
bow^port has been already fpoken of, *At the foot 
of Leith-wynd was another gate, known by the 
name of Leitb-wynd-port^ and within it was a 
wicket giving acccfs to the church or Trinity Col- 
lege, and which ftiil remains. At the foot of Hal- 
ker{lon*s wynd was another, which, as well as the 
former, was. built about the year i ;6o. Both of 
thefe Were pulled down foroe years ago, «nd all 
the reft in 1785. Anothe* ftill remains at the foot 
of the Canongate, known by the name of the 
Water-gate. 

For 250 years the city of Edinburgh occupied 
the fame fpace of ground, and it is but very lately 

that 
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* 

that Its limits have been fo confiderably enlarged* 
la the middle of the i6th century, it is defcribcd 
as extending in length about an Italian mile, and 
about half as much in breadth ; which anfwers 
very nearly to its prefent limits, the late enlarge- 
ments only excepted. This fpace of ground how- 
ever, was not at that time occupied in the manner 
it is at prefent. The houfcs were neither fo high 
nor fo crowded upon one another as they are now. 
This was a confequence of the number of inhabi- 

• tants increafing, which has occalioned the raifiii/j 
of the houfes to fuch an height as is perhaps not 
to be paralleled in any other part of the world.^ 
Till the time of the Reformation, the burying- 
ground of the city extended over all the fpace oc- 

• cupied by the Parliaraent-fquare, and from thence 
to the Cowgate. Th« lands lying to the fouth- 

/ ward of the Cowgate, were chiefly laid out in 
gardens belonging to the convent of Blackfriars* 
and the church *oC St Mary in the Field- Thefe 
extended alraoft from the Pleafatice to the Potter* 
row port. From the Brifto to the Wcil-port, the 
ground was laid out in gardens belonging to the 
Grayfriars. The magiftrates on their application 
to QaeeA Mary, obtained a grant of the Grayfriar* * 
garden s^ for a' burying- place j for which it was 
given as a> reafon, that they were foniewhat difta^t 
from the town. Here| however, it muft be under- 
ftood, that thefe gardens were diftant from the 
bouies, and not without the .waits ; for they hkd 
been iuclofed by them long btfore. In the time^of 
D 2 James 
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Jaimes I. the houfes within the vails feem to have 
been, in general, if not univerfallj, covered \irith 
thatch or broom, and not above %o feet high. ^- 
Ten in the jear 1611, thefe roofs were fo conatnon, 
that they were prohibited hj a& of. Parliament^ in 
Arder to prevent accidents from fire. In the mid- 
dle of the laft century, thei« were 4ieither courts 
Bor fquares in Edinburgh. TJie Padiament-clofe, 
.or Iquare, is the oldeft of this Ji^ind in this citjr. 
Miln*s fquare, James's court, ^ &c. were built, long 
after; and .Argyle*s ai^d . Br.own!fi fc^ttares within 
thefe fifty years. 

NEW TOWN. 

The Ntw Town was^projeSed tothje^e^r xjf^i 
but as the nufgiftrates could not then ptocure^n 
extenfion ofdae royalty, the execuiiouoftbe4el|gn 
was iufpended for fon^e time. In I767,:an.aftv^s 
obtained, by which the royalty was t^xtcoded over 
.the fields, to the northward ^f the ;City;i upon 
vvhich .advertifements )W«se |Hibli(b^d hy the n¥i« 
giftratesdefiring proper .plans to be;gif^ in. Pians 
.3i^e re given in accordingly, rand (hat .de%ned by 
,Idr.Jaaies..Craig'.archit;f^, wf^s^ adopted, tmn^* 
^diately afterwards, people we^Q invUfd to par- 
-chafe :}ota from tbe -toiwn«McoiiQcil;; ^asid ;(hch ^s. 
:purch;^d, bf can>e bound to .^onfocm to the rules 
..of the plan. Inrthe meau -tin*, however, the 
iteiwnrcouncil had fectetly rtferved to themfelves a 
ipriviJctge oldepaxting friuuitheir own.plan ; :whi£h 
. .. ' they 
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fhey afterwards made ufe of in fuch a manner as 
produced a law-fuit. According to the plan held 
ibrth to the puTchafcrs, a canal was to be made 
through the place where the north loch had been, 
and the bank on the north fide of it laid out in 
terraces : but inftead of this; by an aft of council* 
liberty was referved to the town to build upoa this 
fpot;. ^nd therefore, when many gentlemen had 
built genteel houfcs in the New-town, on faith of 
the plan, they were furprifed to find the fpot, ap- 
pointed for terraces and a canal, beginning to be 
cohered with mean, irregular buildings, and work*- 
houfes for tradefmen^ This deviation was imrne- 
diately complained of *, but as the magiArates (how* 
ed no inclination to grant any redrefs, a profecu- 
tion was^ commenced agaiftft them before the Lords 
of Sei&on. In that court the caufe was given a* 
gaind the purfuers^ who thereupon appealed to the 
Houfe of Lords- Here the fentence of the Court 
of Seffion was rever&dy and the caufe remitted to 
the confideration of their Lordfhips. At lailj after 
an expenfive conteflr^ matters were accommodated. 
The pxincipaL term of accommodation was, that 
fome part of the ground was to be laid out in ten* 
races and a canal ; but the time of difpofing it in 
that manner was referved to the- difcretion of the 
Lord- Prefident of the Court of Seffion^ and the 
Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer. The fall of 
part of the bridge, hereafter mentioned, proved a 
very confiderablc difad vantage ' to the new town; 
as itneceflarily induced a fufpicion, that the- paff- 
D 3 age, 
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age, bj ineaas of the bridget could never be reOir 
dere4 ^^» Aa o¥er(|ght of the mcigiftrates proved 
of caore eflential detriment.^ A pi«ee of groun^l 
lay to the fiauthward of theoldtowot in ^ fituatioii 
verjr proper ibr huildiog. This the iDflgiAratss 
had an opportunity of .purehafii^ for laool..;. 
whiehi however they negleded^-aodiit was bought 
by a private per£cm» who immediately fened it out 
in lots for building as has been <alceady .mentioned. 
The magifttates then began '&>• fee' the. eonfequence,^ 
namely, that this Ipot being free :fsom the dutiea 
to which ihe royalty of '£dinhuitgh is fubjtft, peo- 
ple would choofe to fcfide there /father T than in .the 
JMew Town. Upon this^they.ofiereid theipnrchefer 
aoooL for the ground for which he had paid laooJ.. 
but as he Remanded aoycool. tl)e :bangain did not 
take place. Notwithftandiog tiic£s difcouragementSy 
the New' town ie now almoft .fintihed ; and, .from^ 
the advantages of its fituation, and its being :baik 
according to a regular pkn^ it:hath andoubtedly a 
fuperiority over any city in .Britain, By its fitna* 
tion^. however^ it is reniackably expofed ^to ftorms 
of wind^ which*, at Edinburgbt .{iometiaies rage 
with uncommon violeaee. 

It has three ilreets^almofta mite in tength^run«> 
aiog from eaA to weft, interfeded withxrofsilreets 
at proper diftances. The moft^ northerly , called 
^wm^s Street^ is zoo feet bcoad, and coa>naande 
an exteniive profpcdl of the 'For tb, the country q£ 
Fife, and the (hipping in the river. That called 
George's StnetfVihich is iu die middie^ is no iefs 

than 



jfintiA-t^ fectmde* ilt is ilerminated at each«nd hgr 

Jtv^o 'y»x^4^ifig^nXAXid exteofive fqaares ; that on tlie 

.eafii^sidU Q»Ued St* An^w*i Square; the other, not 

>y«t £ui(hedt is oftioed CbarkHe^j Square. Prince's 

^reetjis tiiemoft foutherly, and ^oxtends .from the 

inorthern. extremity of the bridge, quite to tiie .weft 

.end of t^ town ; though, las that is .not jet fini(h- 

>.ed, iwe- cannot fay iMihether it v^iU.be daoe exa£tl/ 

accord^iig to the plan laid down, as there has been 

a propofal ^made by a private perfon, of coatinuing 

the whole a confiderable .way fat ther to the we(l« 

ward, to end in .a. circus. 7he reafon given for 

^this prapofed innovation is, that the road to glaf- 

^ow. and other parts in the vW^ft, .will thus be .rtn* 

dered moreeafy^ as it will then ly .along the new 

^bri4ge» over the Water of I^eitfa at Bell's mills, 

.which is much more convenient than that ;juit now 

.in ufe. 

GEORGE'S SQUARE. 

That traft of, ground on. the fouthern fide of the 
.town, which the magiftrates had negleded to puc- 
,chafe, wasf^uickly feued OMt for httilding, by.the 
^private proprietor. into .whofe hands it fell. George 
,<V ^£/<^rr, , built upon it, is a verytbeautifulf^uare, 
.and pe^haps^pQfi!Mfes.fome'advantages ot fitu^ttion, 
which Tenders it even preferable to the New Town 
..as la place of seli^^nce. Immedi$ttely ofx the fouth 
.fide of George's Square, there h^ been likewise 
JamUc tlie ..fine ftreet ^knovvin^by the .name of £uc- 

cleugh 
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eleagh Street $ the fituatioii of which is, I)OW6ve#«( 
tooiuw to be very healthj. Gtcrge*s SqMone jif^^ 
fembly rooms are fufficiently elegant and .comino« 
dious. And the fubfcription^daDCing-'airefnblies 
in them, ha v« been, for feme time, rather prefer^ 
ed by failuonable company, to the afTemblies in the 
rooms in George's Street, in the New Town. 
Lauriejion^ extending weft ward from George's 
Square,, prefents a rapge of hot inekgimt villas, 
each within its own garden. 'Teviot'*s Row,. 
and Park-place are alfo handfome adjunds to^ 
George's Square. NUholfotC 9^ Street ^ Brt/lo Street^. 
and all the. it reets and lanes lying between George's* 
Street and the Pleafance 5 are laid out with- tolera- 
ble regularity ;. are crowdedly inhabited by refpec- 
table and induftrious families \ and, being interfec-r- 
ted by two of the great roads leading into the 
eaft and the fouth country, exhibit muoh of th«. 
throng. and a£kivity which is always expe&ed ia« 
great towns ^ 

St Patrick*s Sqvare^ in which Nicholfon's Street: 
terminates, at the eaft end, is an agreeable place to* 
inhabit, as is alfo Nicbo(fon*s Square, Nicholfon*s 
Street itfclf, making now one ftreet with the South 
and the North Bridges ; and having the. front of 
the Regifter Ofiice in full view, at the northern 
end of the laft of thefc bridges^ thus forms a. part 
of perhaps the moft interefting ftreet' in the whole 
town, or in aliiioft any part of Britain. Thie- 
wavy form which this ftreet receives from a gentle 
rife and fall near the college j and from another. 

rife 
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r lie and fall at the croffing of the High Street ; 
contrihutes greatlj to improve its Intereftlng and 
j^rccable effcA to the. Eye of Tafte, 

Xhe mod remarkable public buildiogs. la Edto* 
rbufgh are; 

THE CASTLE, 

This fortrefs (lands on a high rock, acceffible 
oulj on the eaft fide. On all others it is verj fleep, 
and ill feme places perpendicular. It is about 300 
leet high, from its bafe ; fo that, before the inven* 
tioji of artillery,. it might well have been deemed 
iropregnaible ; though the event ihewed that it was 
,Q0t.-^The£ntr7 to this fortrefs is defended by au 
, outer barrier .of palliiadoes,; wi thin, this b ta dry 
,ditch».draw*bridge,^nd.gate, defended by two bat- 
. teries which fiank it; and the whole is commanded 
by an half-moon mounted with .bi:afs cannon,. car- 
rying halls of ^L2 pounds, beyond sthefe are two 
gate^ways, the.firft .of which is very ilrong, a^jd 
JbfLs two-portcullifes. , Immediately beyond the fe- 
^icond ^te«way, on the .right hand, is a .batterjr 
iPQunted .with .brafs caonop, i canning .biiUs of .12 
Wd 1^8 pounds weight. 

On:the^9rth fide, are a -mortar :and .feme gun 
.'tialteries.'-^The iipper<.parc ot therCaftle .contains a 
ibalfilUflon battery, a cbsjpel. a parade fur cotercife^ 
ri^nd, a number of houfes in the form:of a fquare, 
. iwhich are laid out m barracks for the officers, be- 
*£Us^ tbejE^t ;tUfii;^ fire :O.Uier bartacka Sufficient to 

contaioL 
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contain icoo men ; a powder magaxtne, bomi 
proof} a grand arfenal capable of containing 8ooi 
fland of arms ; and other apartments for the fami 
ufe, which can contain 22,000 more: fo tha 
30,000 (land of arms may be conveniently lodgec 
in this caflle. — On the eaft fide of the fquare above 
mentioned, were formerly royal apartments ; in 
one of which King James VI* was born, and which 
is flill (hown to thofe who vifit the cadle. In ano- 
ther, the regalia of Scotland were depoficed on the 
a6ch of March 1707, and are faid to be dill kept 
there j but they are never fhown to any body. 
Hence a fufpiclon has arifen^ that they have been 
carried to London ; which is the more confirmed, 
as the keeper of the jewel oflSce in the tower of 
London fhows a crown which he calls that of 
Scotland i and it is certain, that the door of what 
is called the Cro'ijon-room^ has not been publicly 
known to be opened fince the Union» 

The governor of the caftle is generally a noble-, 
man, whofe place is worth about loool. a-yearj 
and that of deputy-governor, 500I. This laft re* 
fides in the houfe appointed for the governor, as 
the latter never inhabits it. There' is alfo a fort- 
major, a ftore-keeper, mafter-gunner, and chaplain : 
but as this lall does not refide in the caftle, ihe 
folemnities of religious worQiip are feldom per- 
formed in the chapel. The Parliameot-houfe was^ 
formerly included in the great fquare on the top, 
and the royal gardens were in the marfli, after- 
wards calkd the North-Locb i the King's ftablcs 

bein^ ! 
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hdng on the fouth fide, where the houfes ftill re« 
tain the name^ and the place where the bams were, 
fiill retain the name of Caille-bams. 

The caftle is defended bj a company of inva* 
lids, and four or five' hundred men, belonging to 
fome marching regiment, though it can accommo- 
date loco, as above mentioned ; and this num- 
ber has been fometimes kept in it. Its natural 
Hrength of fituation was not fufficient to render 
it impregnable, even before the invention of ar- 
tillerj, as we have already obfervcd ; much Icfs 
would it be capable of fecuring it againft the at- 
tacks of a modern army well provided with can- 
non. It could not, in all probability, withftand 
•even for a few hours, a wcll-dire&ed bombard- 
ment : for no part but the powder magazine is 
capable of refining thofe dedru^ive machines ; 
and the fplinters from the rock on which the caf- 
tle is built, could not fail to render them Aill 
more formidable. Befides, the water of the well, 
which is very bad, and drawn up from the depth 
of 100 feet, is apt to fubfide on the continued 
difcharge of artillery, which produces a concuf- 
£on in the rock« 

THE TOLBOOTH. 

'The ^olbootl^ was erefled in 1561, not for the 
purpofes merely of a prifon, but likewife for the 
accommpJation of the Parliament and other courts ; 
but it has fince become fo very unfit for any of 

thefc 
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thcfe purpofes, that it is now prdpofed'to puH it 
clown, and * rebuikl it in fome other place; efpe* 
ciallj as it is very inconvenient in its prefent fitu« 
ation, on account of its incnmbering the flreet* 
The provoft is captain of the tolhooth, with a 
goakr under him : and the latter has a ntonopoly 
of all the provifions for the' prifoners : a ciTCunii* 
{lance which mtifl certainly be confidered as a 
grievous oppreflibn ; thofe who are lead able to 
purchafe them being thus obliged to do fo at the 
highefl prices There is a chaplain who has a fa- 
lary of 30L a yean 

THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 

The F^rliament Hcufty in the great ball of 
which the Scottifli Parliament ufed to Affemblet 
is a magnificent building. The hall is 123 feet 
long, and 42 broad, with* a fine arched roof of 
oak, painted and gilded. In this the lawyers and 
agents now attend the courts, and fingle judges fit 
to determine caufes in the firft inftance^ or to pre- 
pare them for the whole court, who fit in an in- 
ner room formerly appropriated to the Privy - 
council. In a nich of the wall is placed a fine 
marble flatue of Frefident Foibes, ere&ed at the 
expcnce of the Faculty of Advocates. There Are 
aUb full length portraits of King William IIL 
Queen Mary his confort, and Queen Anne, all 
done by» Sir Godfrey Kneller ; alfo of George L 

Joha 
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Joha Duke of Argyle, and Archibald Dnke of 
Argjle, by Mr AiclunaQ of Caimey. 

Above flairs are the Court of Fxcbequer and 
^reafury Chamber ^ with the different offices be- 
longing to that department ; and bek>w is one of 
the moft valuable libraries in Great Britain, be* 
longing to the hcvXtj of advocates. Befides 30,000 
printed volamesy there are in it many fcarce and 
valuable manuferipts, medals, and coins : here is 
alfo an entire mummy in its original chefl, pre« 
fented to the faculty- (at the expence of 300I.) by 
the Earl of Morton, late prefident of the Royal 
Society. As thefe rooms are immediately below 
the hall where the parliament fat, they are fubjeft 
to a fearch by the Lord High Conftablc of Scot- 
land, ever fince the gun-powder plot; and this is 
fpecified in the gift from the city to the faculty. 
This library was founded in tife year 1681, by 
Sir George Mackenzie lofd* advocate. Among 
other privileges, it is entitled to a copy of every 
book entered in ilationer's hall. Before the great 
door is a noble equeilrian ftatue of Charles II. the 
proponions of which are reckoned exceedingly juft. 
Over the entrance are the arms of Scotland, with 
Mercy and Truth on each fide for fupporters. 

The Court of Seffion^ the fupreme tribunal in 
Scotland, confifts of 1 5 judges, who fit on a circu- 
lar bench, clothed in purple robes turned up with 
crimfon velvet. Six of thefe are Lords of the Judicia- 
ry, and go the circuit twice a-year ; bu|, in this capaci- 
ty! they wear fcarlet robes turned up with white fatin. 

E THE 
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THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. 

Adjoining to the Parliamcnt-houfe, npon tl>c 
north- weft corner, 19 a. large hall, fitted up for tlie 
accommodation of the magift rates and town* coun- 
cil : here the council hold their meetings ; and jsl 
niagiftrate atteinds daily, for the difcui&on of ail 
.matters relative to the police .of the citj, 

ST GILES'S <::hurch. 

St GHei^SiChurcb Is a beautiful Gothic buildiog*^ 
xncafuring in length 206 feet. At the weft emf, 
its breadth is «zip.; in the middle, 129 ; and at the 
eaft end, 76 feet. Jt has a very elevated fituatios, 
and is adorned with a lofty fquare tower, from the 
fides and corners of which rife arches of figured 
Hone- work ; thefe meeting .with each other in the 
middle, complete the figure of ,an .imperial crown, 
the top of which terminates in a pointed fpire. The 
whole height of this tower is i6i feet. 

This is the mod ancient church in Edinburgh. 
.From a paffage in an old author called Simeon Du- 
nelmenjis^ fome abfurdly conjefiure it to have been 
built before the year 854 ; but we 4o not .find ex- 
prefs mention made of it before J3J9. Tbe tute- 
lar faint of this church, and of Edinburgh, W;as St 
Giles, a native of Greece. He li^ved in thp fixth 
century, and was defcended of an illuftrious family. 
.On the death of his parents, he gave all .his eftate 
•"""^ . to 
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fo the poor, and travelled into France, where he re- 
tired into a wildernefs near the conflux of the Rlione 
with the fea, and continued there three years. 
Having obtained the reputation of extraordinary 
fan£tity, various miracles were'attributed to him ; 
a&d he founded a monaftery in Lan^uedoc, known 
long after by thername of St Gileses. — In the reign 
of James II. Mr Prefton of Gorton, a gentleman 
whofe defcendants ft ill p3fiefs an eft ate in the coun- 
ty of Edinburgh, got poileftiuii of the arm of this 
faint ; which relic he bequeathed to the church of 
Edinburgh* In gratitude for this donation, the 
magi ft rates granted a charter in favour of Mr Pref- 
ton's heirs, by which the neareft heir of the name 
of Prefton was entitled to carry it in all proceffions* 
At the fame time^ the magi ft rates obliged thetn- 
felves to found an altar in the church of St Giles's, 
and appoint a chaplain for celebrating an annual 
mafs for the foul of Mr Prefton ; and likewife that 
a tablet, containing his arms, and an account of his 
pious donation, fliould be put up in the chapel.—^ 
St Giles's was firft fimply a parifti-church, of 
which the biftiop of Landisfarn, or Holy Ifland, in 
the county of Northumberland, was patron. He 
was fucceeded in the patronage by the abbot and 
canons of Dunfermline, and they by the magif* 
Irates of Edinburgh. In 1746, it was ereA^d into 
a collegiate church by James IIL 

At the Reformation, the church was, for the 

greater convenience, divided into feveral parts. The 

four principal Oucs are appropriated to divine wor« 

E Z (hipi 
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fliip ; the leffer ones to other purpofes* The chief 
cf thefe diTiiions is called the 



NEW CHURCH. 

This Church has been foine time fince repaired- 
and new feated. There is in it a very elegant and 
finely ornamented feat for his majefty; vrith a ca« 
nopy fupportedby four Corinthian pillars, decorated 
in high tafic. This feat is ufed by the king's com* 
itiiiSonei during the time the General AfTembly 
fits. On the right hand is a feat for the Lard High 
Conftable of Scotland, whofe office it is to keep the 
peace within doors in his majefty's prefeoce ; it 
being the duty of the Earl Marfhal to do the fame 
without. The feats belonging to the Lords o£ 
Council and Seffion, are on the right of the Lord 
High Gonftable ; and on the left of the throne, was 
a feat for the Lord High Chancellor of Scodand;. 
but that ofEce being now aboliflied, the feat is oc- 
cupied by others* On the left of this fit the Ba* 
rons of Exchequer ; and, to the left of them, the 
Lord Provoft, Magtftratcs, and Town^council. The 
pulpit, King's feat, and galleries, arc covesed with 
crimfon velvet, with gold and filk fringes. 

THE OLD CHURCH^ 

The central part of St Giles's is fitted up as a 
place of worfliip, for the accommodation of the 
citizens^ and called the Old Church. 

TlUi 
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THE TOLfiOOTH CHURCH. 

Up OH the reformation, the preibjterians con- 
ceived an immoderate averfion at beftowing the 
names of anj of the faints upon their churches i 
but diflinguilhed them by fome circumftance ref- 
pefting the time or manner of ereftion, of vicinity, 
&c. This church accordingly, which occupies the 
fouth-weft corner of St Giles's, from its vicinity 
to the prifon-houfe, was termed the tolbooth church, 
-^It has lately undergone a thorough repair, and is 
now very neatly fitted up for public worihip. 

HADDOW'S-HOLE CHURCH* 

This occupies the north-wefl part of St Giles's. 
It was not fitted up as a place of worfhip till A. D, 
1 696, It takes the name of Haddow^s-bole from 
its having been made a prilon in which a gentle- 
man of the name of Haddow was long confined. 

At the time of the reformatioD, too, the reli- 
gious utenfils belonging to St Giles's church were 
feized by the roagittrates. They were, — St Giles' 
arm, enihrined in filvcr, weighing five pounds three 
ounces and a half; a filver chalice, or copimunion 
cup, weighing 23 ounces 5 the great eucharift or 
communion cup, with golden iveike and Jl ones ^ two 
cruets of 25 ounces ; a golden bell, with a heart, 
of four ounces and a half ; a golden uaicorn j a 
^ 3 golden 
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golden pix, to keep the hod y a finall golden heart 
with two pearb; a dkaiond* rtng^; a filver cha* 
lice, patine, and fpoon, of 32 ounces and a half; a^ 
communion table-cloth of gold brocade-; SP'Giki*s 
coat^ with a little piece of red velvet which hung 
at hi? feet; a romidi &ivet etsehtirifl i, two filver 
cenfers, of three pounds fifteen ounces : a filver^ 
ihip for incenfe ; a large fitver crofs, witti its bafe^ 
weighing fifteen pounds thirteen ounces and a 
half; a triangular filver kr»p ; two fiiver candle- - 
flicks, of feven pounds three ounces ; other two- 
of eight pounds thirteen ounces ;^ a filver chalice* 
gilt, of' 20 ounces and a half; a filver chalice and- 
crofs, of 75 ounces ;, befides the prietts* robes, and; 
other veihnents of- gold brooadey crimSom velvet 
embroidered with gold, and green damaik.— Thefa 
were all fold, and part of the money applied to the 
repairs of the church ; the reft was added to the 
funds of the corporation. 

In the fteeple of St Gileses church are three ve^ 
iy large bells and feme fmailer ones. There are 
alfo a fet of mufic bells, which play every day be- 
twiact one and two o'clock, or at any time in cafe 
of rejoicings. 

The aifle of St. Giles's church is fitted up with 
feats for the general aflimbly who meet here ; and 
there is f throne for his Majefty's Commiflioner 
with a canopy of crimfon filk damafk, having the 
king's arms, embroidered with gold, prefented by 
the late Lord Cathcart to his fuccefibrs in office^ 

In this church is a monument dedicated to the 

memory 
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ttttttnory of Lord Napier, baron of M erchiftoo, welli 
IcDown as the inventor of logarithms f a fscood tot 
the Earl of Murray, regent of Scotland, during the 
minority of Jaottes VL ; and a third, to the great 
Marqnifsof Montrofe* 

8IGN£T-0FFICE« 

There is a hall in the Writers Court, belonging; 
to the clerka of his Majefiy's fignet, where there is 
alfo an office for the bufinefs of the fignet. The of« 
fice of the keeper of the fignet is very lucratiyct 
a4id he. is allowed a depute and clerks under him. 
Before any one enters into this fociety be n^uft at* 
tend the uniYeriity for two years, and ferve five 
years as an apprentice to one of the ibciety. Tiiere 
is a good library belonging to this hall, which is 
rapidly increafing, as every one who enters mult 
pay loL towards it. He pays alfo icol. of ap- 
preatice-fise, and lool. when, he enters. 

THE EXCHANGE* 

Th£ Exchange is a large and elegant building,, 
with a court of about 90 feet fjuare in the middle^ 
On the north fide are piazzas, where people cait 
walk under cover, the other three fides beiog laid 
out in fbops : but the merchants have never made 
ttie of it to meet in, ftill Handing in the ftreets aa 
formerly. The back part of the building is u&d 
for the general Cufigm-b^ufi of Scotland^ where 

the 
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thecommiflioners meet to tranfa£t budnefs* They 
liave above 20 offices for the different departments, 
to which the accefs is by a hanging ilair 60 feet 
in height* In looking over the window before he 
sifcends this (lair, a (Iranger is furprifed to find 
liimfelf already 40 feet from the ground* which is 
owing to the declivity on which the exchange is 
built. - For the cuftom-houfe rooms the citj re« 
ccives a rent of il. per day. 

The Trufiees Office for the improvement of fifli- 
eries and manufadures in Scotland, is in the fouth 
weft corner of the exchange ; the fund under their 
management being part of the equivalent .money 
given to Scotland at the Union. This is diflributed 
xn premiums amongft tbofe who appear to have 
made any confiderable improvement in the arts* 

THE NORTH BRIDGE, 

The North Bridge^ which forms the maiti paf^ 
fage of communication betwixt the Old and New 
Town^ was founded, as has already been obferved, 
in 1763, by Provoft Drummond ; but the contraft 
for building it was not figned till Auguft 21. 1765. 
The archited was Mr William Mylne, who agreed 
with the town-council of Edinburgh to finiih the 
work for 10,1401. and to uphold it for 10 years. 
It was alfo to be finiflied before Martinmas 1 769 ; 
but on the 3d of Auguft that year, when the work 
was nearly completed, the vaults and fide-walls 
on the fouth fell down, and five people were bilried 

in 
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in the ruins. This misfortune was occafioned hy 
the foundation having been laid, not upon the fo« 
lid earth, but upon the rubblih of the houfes which 
had long before been built on the north fide of the 
bigh'ftreet, and which had been thrown out into the 
hollow to the northward. Of this rubbiih there 
were -no lefs than eight feet between the founda« 
tion of the bridge and the folid earth. Befides this 
deficiency in the foundatioui an immenfe load of 
earth* which had. been laid over the vaults and. 
arches^ in order to raife the bridge to a proper le« 
veU had no doubt contributed to produpe the cataf- 
tJTophe above mentioned. The bridge was repaired 
hy pulling down fome parts of the fide-w^US| and 
afterwards rebuilding them,; ftreng|heniog. them, 
in others with chain-bars ; removing the quantity 
of earth laid upon the vaults, and fuppljing its 
place with hollow arches^ Sec. The whole was 
fupported at the fouth end bj very ftrong buttrefles 
and counterforts on each fide; but on the^ north it 
has onlj^ a fiogle fupport. l^he whole length of 
the bridge, from the High-ftreet in the Old. Town^ 
to Prince's ftceet in the Newy is 1125 feet; the 
total length of the piers, and arches is 3J0 fbet^ 
The width of the three great arches is'72 feet each) 
of the; piers- (3. one half feet : and of the fmaU 
arches, each 20 feet. The height of the great 
arches,, from the top of the parapet to the bafe, ia 
68 feet ; the breadth of the bridge within the wall 
ovet the arches, is 40 feet^ and; the breadth at each 
end 50 feet.. On the fouthcm extremity, of thia 

bridge 
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bridge ftands the General Pofl OflBcc for Scotland j- 
a neat plain building, with a proper cumber oF 
apartments for the bufinefs, and a houfe for the- 
fecretary. 

The communication betwixt the two towns by 
means of this bridge, though very compleat and' 
convenient for fuch as lived in certain parts- of ei«- 
ther, was yet found infufficient for thofe who in-- 
habited the weftern diftridVs. Another bridge bein g * 
iherefore neceffary, it was propofed to fill up the' 
valley occafiooally with the rubbiih dug out in- 
making the foundations of houfes in the New 
Town; and fo great was the quantity, that thi& 
was accompliflied, fo as to be fit for the pafiage 
of carriages in little more tiian four years and » 
half. ^ * 

THE THEATRE 

Stands oppofite to the Regifler Office, in the 
middle of Shakefpeare Square* The building i» 
plain on the outfide, but elegantly fitted up within^ 
and is generally open about three times in the 
vveek, and when full, will draw about ijlI. a- 
night i fo that the manager generally finds himfelf 
ivell rewarded when he can procure good a&ors. 

Kntertaiuments of the dramatic, kind came ve- 
ry early into iaihion in this country.. They were 
ai firit on y rcprelentations of rengious kibj^ls,. 
and peculiarly dtfigned to advance the iiiterells o£ 
rel.giou p the clergy being the compofcrs^ and Sun« 

day 
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day the prindpal time of exhibition. They (boil 
Regenerated frotn their; original inllitution ; and the 
playsy inftead of being calculated to infpire devo- 
tion, became filled with all manner of buffoonry 
:}iiitd.indecenc7. After the Reformation, the Pref- 
bjterian clergy complained of thefe indecenciea ; 
and being aftaated by a fpirit of violent zeal, ana* 
thematized every kind of theatrical reprefentation 
-whatever. King James V>I% eompelltd them to 
pafs from their cenfares againft the (lage ; but in 
«the time of Charles I. when fanaticifm was carried 
.to the otmoft length at which perhaps it was pof- 
.{tbie for it to arrive, it cannot be fuppofed that 
ftage plays would be tolerated. It ieems, how- 
,ever, that- amufements of this kind were again 
.introduoed at Exiinburgh, abont the year 1684, 
•when the Duke of York kept his court there. 
..His refidenc* at Edinburgh drew off one half of 
^the London company, and pbys were a6led in £- 
.jdinburgh for fome little time. The misfortunes 
.attending the Duke of York, however, and the 
..«(lablifliment of the Prefbyterian religion, (the ge- 
nius of which is 4in£avourable to amufements of 
.this kind^ foon put a (lop to the progrefs of the 
flage, and no theatrical exhibition was heard of in 
.Edinburgh, till after the year 171 j. The firft ad- 
^venturer was Signora Violante, an Italian, remark- 
able for feats of ilrength, tumbling, &c. In this 
-way (he firil .exhibited in a houfe at the foot of 
Carruher's Clofe, which has fince been employed 
by different ferries for religious purpbfes. Meet- 
ing 
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ing with good fuccefs^ (be foon invited a cotnpanj 
of comedians from London ; and thefe being alfo 
wd] received, Edinburgh continued for fome years 
to.be entertained with the performances of a firoIU 
ing company, who vifited it annually. Becoming 
at kfty however, obnoxious to the clergy, they 
-were, in 1727, prohibited by the magiilrates from 
zStmg within their jurifdtdion. But this interdi& 
was fufpended by the Court of Seffion, and the 
players continued to perform as ufual. 

Still, however, theatrical entertainments were 
but rare. The town was vifited by itinerant com- 
panics only once in tw6 or three years. They per- 
formed in the taylors hall in the Cowgate ; which, 
when the hoafe was full; would have dravrn, (at 
the rate of 2s 6d for pit and boxes, arid is 6d for 
the gallery) 40I. or 45L a^night* About this time 
an ad of parliament was paiTed, prohibiting the 
exhibition of play^ except in a houfe licenfed by 
the king. Of this the prcfbytery of Edinburgh 
immediately laid hold ; and^ at their own expence 
brought an a£lion of the fiatute againft the players. 
The caufe was by the court of Seffion decided a- 
gainft ther players ; who thereupon applied to par- 
liament for a bill, to enable his Majefty to licenfe 
a theatre in Edinburgh. Againft this bill petitions 
were prefented in 1739, ^° ^^^ houfe of commons, 
by the magiflrates and town council, the principal 
and profeffors of the univerfity, and the dean of 
guild and his council ; in confequence of which the 
affair was dropped. All this oppofition, however, 

contributed 
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conttlbttted in realitj to die faccefs of the plajers ; 
for the fpirit of .p^rty beio^ ezcitedi a wrj of e« 
vading the z6t was eafiiy found out, aud the bonft 
-wsLs frequented more than ufual, infomuch that the 
Xajlors' Hall was found infufficient to contain the 
number of fpe&s^tors. 

The comedians now fell out among themfelves, 
and a new ^jhoufe was ereded in the Ganongate, 
in the year 1746. The confequence of this waa» 
, that the old one in the Taylors* Hall became en* 
tirelj deferted ; and, through bad conduft, the ma« 
nagers of the new ^atre ibon found themfelves 
greatly involved* Atlail, a riot eofuing through 
diflenfions among the performers, the playhoufe 
was totally demoliihed. When the eztenfion of 
the royalty over the fpot where the New Town is 
built was obtained* a daufe was likewife added to 
the biUy enabling his Majefty to licenfe a theatre la 
Edinburgh. This was obtained, and thus the 
oppofition of the clergy for ever filenced. But^ 
notwithftanding this, the high price paid by the 
managers to the patentee, being no lefs than 500 
guineas annually, prevented them effcftually from 
decorating the houfe as they would otherwife have 
done, or even from always retaining good aflors 
in their fervice ; by which means the fuccefs of 
the Edinburgh tlieatre has not been fo great as 
might have been expe&ed. It has been for feveral 
years of late under the management of Mr. Ste« 
pheo Kemble ; who has for the moft part enter* 
taioed the town with a good feledion of dramatic 
F pieces 
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pieces, and a refpeftable company of aftors. Some 
of the moft etnioent performers from the London 
theatres, ufually vifit Edinburgh, and exhibit on 
the Scottiih ftage, in fpring or fummer. 

THE AMPHITHEATRE. 

This building is ereded not far from the theatre 
«n the road to Leith ; and was opened in i^^o for 
cqueftrian exhibitions, pantomime entertainments, 
dancing and tumbling. The circus is 60 feet dia*' 
meter, and will hold about 15^0 fpeftators* The 
entertainments of this place were not excelled even 
in London. The great attention of the managers 
to procare the beft performers in this way, leceivi. 
ed for a while the warm fupport of the people of 
Edinburgh. The amphitheatre is now chiefly tm*> 
ployed as a riding fchool, where ladies and gen- 
tlemen are taught equeftrian exercifes. Mr Kem^*^ 
ble attempted, one feafon, unfucce&fully, to con- 
vert it into a theatre. Bat, in the winter of 1 795-6^ 
pantomime, dancing, and tumbling have again be- 
gun to receive that encouragement in Edinburgh 
«7hich they at ficft found. 

THE REGISTER OFFICE. 

This work was firft fuggefled by the late. Earl 
of Morton, Lord Regifter of Scotland, with a view 
to prevent the danger which attended the ufual 
(method of keeping the public record.s In former 

times, 
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times, indeed, thefe fuSeied from a variety of ac« 
cidents. Edward I. carried off or deftrojed moft 
of them, in order to prevent anj marks of the for* 
mer independency of the nation from remaining to 
pofteritjr. Afterwards, Cronfwell fpoiled this na« 
tion of its records, moft of which were fent to the 
tower of London. At the time of the reftoration, 
ifltoj of them were fent down again by (ea ^ but 
one of the vefleU was fbipwrecked, and the records 
brought by the other have ever fiace remained la 
the greatefl confuiion. The Earl of Morton taking 
this into confideration, obtained fiom his Majefty 
A grant of i2,oooL out of the forfeited eilatcs, for 
the purpofe of building a regider-oflSce, or houfe 
for keeping the records, and difpofing them in pro« 
per order. The foundation was laid on the 17th 
of June 1774, by Lord Fredeiic Campbel, Lord« 
Rcgiiier, Mr Montgomery of Stanhope, Lord Advo- 
cate, and Mr Miller of Barikimming, then Lord Juf« 
tice-clerk, (afterwards Sir Thomas Miller Baronet, 
and Lord Prefident of the conrt of Sci&on) ; three 
of the truftees appointed by his Majefty for exe-i 
cuting the work. The ceremony was performed 
under a difcharge of artillery, in prefence of the 
judges of the Courts of Soiilon and Exchequer, and 
in the fight of a multitude of fpedators. A brafs 
plate was put into the foundation-fione, with the 
following infcription ; Conftrvandis Tabulis Public 
cis pqfitumeftjanno M,DCC,LXX1V. munijicentia op^ 
Umi et pieutiffimi prtnciph Gtorgii Tertii. In a- 
|la(5 vafe hermetically fcaled, which is alfo placeA 
Fa ia 
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in the foundation ftone^ are dcpofited fpeciznens of 
the different coins of his prefent Majeflj. 

The front of the bnil<iing dircdlj faces the 
bridge, extends from call to weft 200 feet, and is 
40 feet back from the line of Princess flreet, la 
the middle of the front is a fmall projed^ion of 
three windows in breadth. Here is a pediment^ 
baring in its centre the arms of Great Britain, and 
the whole is fupportcd by four Gorintliian pilaf- 
ters. At each end is a tower projecting beyond 
the reft of the buildings having a Venetian Win- 
dow in front, and a cupola on the top. The front 
is ornamented from end to end with a beautiful co* 
rinthian entablature. In the centre of the build« 
ing is a dome of wooden work covered with leadl 
The infide forms a faloon 50 feet diameter and 80 
high, lighted at top bj a copper window 15, feet 
in diameter. Round the whole is a hanging gaU 
lery of ftone, with an iron balluftrade, which af- 
fords conveniencj for prejGTes in the walls for keep« 
ing the records. The whole number of apart- 
ments is 97 ; all of which are vaulted beneath^ 
and warmed with fire-places. This building, 
which is perhaps the moft beautiful of the late Mr 
A4ams's defign6> has been executed in a fubftantial 
manner, in about 16 years, at the expence of neav 
4^^ool. and' is one of the principal ornaments of 
the city. A ferjeant^s guard is placed here from 
the caftle, for the further protection of the records* 
A ftatue of his prefent Majefty ;. one of the fineft^ 
works of the Hon* Mrs Dameti. and by hei pre« 
■ *■■:., fented 
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£ented for the decoration of this fine edifice, now 
Hands in the dome. The Lord-regifler has 
the dire&ion o£ the whole, and the prtncipai 
cleiks of fefiion are his deputes. Thefe have a 
great n amber of clerks under them, for carrjing: 
on the bufinefs of the Court of Sei&oti. The 
Lor^-regiller is a minifter of ftate in this country. 
He formerly colledlcd the votes of the pai J lament 
of Scotland, and ilill colleds thofe of the peers at 
the election of 16 to reprefent^ them in parliament* 

* THE SOUTH BRIDGE. 

. '-i 

. Thk South Bridge is dlreftly oppofite to the o- 
ther, fo ifts to make but one ilreet, croiling that 
called the High Street at right angles^ It confilta 
of 19 arches of di&rent fizes ; but only one of 
them ts vifible, visf* the large one over the Cow« 
gate I and even this is fmall, in comparifoa with 
thofe of the North Bridge, being no more than 30 
feet wide and 31 feet high. On the fouth it tcr« 
minates at the Univerfity on one hand, and the 
Royal Infirmary on the other. The T'ro/i CburcS^ 
properly called Cbrifi Churchy (lands at the nor- 
thern extremity, facing the High-ftreet, and iA the 
middle of what is now called Hunter'* s Square^ in. 
memory of the late worthy chief magilt^ate wha 
planned thefe improvements, but did not live ta 
fee rhem executed. On the weft fide of this fcjuare 
the Merchant Company have built a very hand- 
ibme hall for the occafi jnal meeting of their mem« 
F 3 bers.. 
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bersi This bridge was crcfted with a diCgn to 
give an eafy accefs to the great number el ftreets 
and fquares on the fouth fide, as well as to the 
csountrjr on that quarter from whence the city is 
&pplied with coals. The ftrect on the top is fup- 
pofed to be as regular as any in Europe ; every* 
faoufe being of the fame dimenfions, excepting that 
between every two of the ordinary c6nftru£lrioa 
there is one with a pediment on the top, in order 
%o prevent that iamenefs of appearance which 
Would otherwife take place. So great was the 
rage for purchafiog ground on each fide of this 
bridge for building, that areas fold by public auc- 
tion at 50I /wr foot in the front. By this the com* 
ZDunity will undoubtedly be confiderable gainers ; 
and the proprietors hope to indemnify themfclves^^ 
ibr their extraordinary expence by the vaft fale 
of goods fuppofed to attend the {hops in that part 
of the town ; though this feems fomewhat more, 
dubious than the former. 

THE CONCJERT HA£t. 

Tm Concert Hall^ called alfo St Cecilia* sHaU^ 
ilands in Niddery's ftreet; and was built in 1762, 
after the model of the great opera, theatre in Par* 
ma. The plan was drawn by Sir Robert Mylne, 
arch) ted of Blackfriars bridge. The mufical roomi 
is of an oval form, the ceiling being a concave 
elliptical dome, lighted from the top by a lanthern. 
The feats arc ranged in the form of an amphi«> 

theatre ; 
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tfheatre ; and are capable of coiuainiug 5^0 perfonsr 
befides leaving a large- area in the middle of the 
room. The orcheitra is at the upper end, and is 
terminated b/ao elegant organ* 

The mufical focietj was £r{l inftituted in ttie 
jrear 172^. Before that time, fevera) gentlemen 
had fornjed a weekly club at a tavern kept by one 
Steii, a great lover of mufic and a good linger of 
■ Scots fongs. Here the common entertainment con* 
flfted in playing on the harpfichord and violin tlie 
concertos and lonatas of Hiandel, juft then publiih- 
ed. The mettiiigy however, loon becoming nu- 
xneroas, they inftituted, in the year above mention-^ 
cd, a fociety of 70 members, for the purpofe of 
holding a weekly concert. The afl^irs of the 
fociety are regulated by a governor, deputy gover- 
nor, treafurer, and five dirtdurs, who are annually 
Chofen by the members. The meetings hav^ beea 
continued ever fince that time, on much the £amC 
footing as at firrfl, and the number of members is 
now incrcafcd to 200. The weekly concerts are 
on Fnday^; the tickets being given gratis by the 
dtredors^ and attention paid in the fir it place to 
ftrangers. Oiatorios arc occafionaily performed 
throughout tt)e year ; and ilie principal performers 
have alfo benefi* •concerts. The band are excellent 
in their feveral departments ; arid fevcral of the 
idembers are aifo good performers, and take their 
J)art in the o.rchellra. There are always manjr 
applications on the occafion of a vacancy by the 
death of any of the members or oth^rwife ; and" 

fttch 
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fuch is generally the number of caodidatcs, that it 
is no eaTj matter to get in* 

THE UNIVERSITY. 

Ik the year 138 1, a grant was obtaiaed froin^ 
King James Vl^ for foundbg a college or univer«^ 
iity within the city of Edinburgh ; and the citizenSr 
aided by various donations from well difpofed per<- 
fons, purcha&d a fituation for the intended new 
college, confining of part of the areas, chambers*, 
and church of the collegiate provoftry and prebends, 
of the Kirk-a-field, otherwife called Templum et 
Prefeiiura SanBa Maria in campis^ lying on the 
fouth. fide of the city. Next year a charter of 
confirmation and erc&ion was obtained, alfo from. 
King James VL from which the college to be built 
did afterwards derive, all the privileges of an ttni«< 
verfity.. 

Ia 1583, the provofiy magiil'rates, and councilr 
the patrons, of this new iufiitution, prepared th» 
place in the beii manner they could for the recep- 
tion of teachers and ftudents \ and in the month o£ 
Oftober the fame year, Robert Roilock, whom 
they had invited from a profeiforfhip in St Salva«- 
tor* College in the univerfity of St. Ai^drews, 
begun to teach in the new college of Edinburgh.- 
Otiier profefibrs were foon after eleded \ and in 
the year 1386, Rollock was appointed principal 
of the college* and the following year alio profcfTor: 
•f divinity, immediaicly alter he had couieired* 

the 
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the degree of M. A. on the ftudents who had been 
tinder his tuitioo for four years. The offices of 
principal and profefibr of divinitj remained united 
till the^ycar 1620. 

' In 161 7, King James VI. having vifited Scot« 
land after his acceffion to the crown of England, 
commanded the prineipal and regents of the college 
of Edinburgh to attend him in Stirling caflle ; and 
after thej had there held a folcmn philofophical 
difputation in the royal prefence, his Majeflj was 
fo much fatisfied with their appearance, that he 
defired their college for the future might be called 
7 be College of King James^ which name it ftill 
bears in all its diplomas or public deeds* 

For feveral years the college confiited only of a 
principal, who was alCb profcflbr of divinity, with 
four regents or profeffots of philofophy. Each of 
thefe. regents inftruQ:ed one clafs of ftudents for 
four years, in Latin, Greek, fchool logic, mathe- 
matics, ethics, and phyfics, and graduated them at 
the coiitlttfion of the fourth courfe. A profeflbr of 
humanity or Latiu was afterwards appointed, who 
prepared the ftudents for entering under the tui- 
tion of the regents ; alfo a profeilbr of mathema- 
tics, and a profeflbr of Hebrew or Oriental lan-^ 
guages. Jt was not till about the year 1710 that 
the four regents began. to be confined each to a par- 
ticular profeffion ; fince which time they have been 
commonly ftylcd Prq/ejfots oj Greek. Logic^ Moral 
Bhilofophy, and Natural thilojophy. The fi: it me- 
4i€ai j^rotcflbrs a^poiutea at Edinburgh, were Sir 

Rebuilt 
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Robert Sibbald and Dodor Archibald Pitcaim, in 
the year 1685. Thefe, however, were ouly titu- 
lar profeilbrs : and for 30 years afterward8> a 
fummer-le£);ure on the officinal plants, and the di£» 
ft£tioa of a human body, once in two or three 
years, completed the whole courfe of medical eda-^ 
catioB at Edinburgh. In 1720 an attempt wa» 
made 'to teach the different branches of phyfic re-- 
gularly : which fucceeded fo well, that, ever iince, 
the reputation of the u^iverfity as a fchool for 
medicine hath been conftantly increafing, both in 
the ifland of Britain, and even among diflant 
nations. 

The college is endowed with a good library, 
founded in 1580, by Mr Clement Littie, advocate^ 
who bequeathed it to the town-counciL They or* 
dered a houfe to be built for it in the netghbour-^ 
hood of St Gileses church, where it was for fome 
time kept under the care of the elded miniiler o£ 
Edinburgh, but was afterwards removed to the 
college. This colle^ion is enriched, as well as o» 
thers of a fimilar kind, by receiving a copy of eve- 
ry book entered ki Stationers' Hall, according ta 
the ftatutefor the encouragement of authors. Be* 
fides this, the only fund it has is the money paid 
by all the ftudents at the uniYcrfity, except thofe 
of divinity, upon their being matriculated } and a 
fum of 5I. given by eafcch profeUbr at his admiilion* 
The amount of thefe fums is uncertarin^ but has^ 
been eliimated at about 150I. annually. The ftu« 
dents of Uivinuy, who pay nothing to this libraryr 

have 
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have one belonging to their onvn partkular de« 

parttnent. 

Here are fliown two ikuUs, one alntoft as tbm 
as paper, pretended to be that of the celebrated 
George Buebannaoy and, by waj of contrail, ano- 
ther, faid tp have been that of an ideot, and which 
is exceffivelj thi^» Here alfo are preferved the 
original proteft againft the council of Conflance for 
burning John Hufs and Jerom of Prague in 141 7 ; 
the original contraA of Queen Mary with the 
Dauphin of France, and fonie valuable coins and 
xnedah* There are alfo feveral portraits ; partica« 
larljr of Robert Rollock the firil principal of the 
univerfity, King Janies VI., Lord Napier the in- 
ventor of logarithms, John Knox, Principal Car- 
Hairs, Mr Thomfon the author of the Seafons, &c. 
Tht mufeum contains a good colleftion of natural 
curiofities, the number of which is daily increafing. 
The anatomical preparations are worth notice, 
as are alfo thofe belonging to the profeflbr of mid« 
wifery. 

The celebrity of this college has been greatly 
owing to the uniform attention of the magiilracy 
in filling up the vacant chairs with men of known 
abilities in their refpeftive departments. Greatly 
to their honour, too, they have been no lefs at- 
tentive to the inftituting of new profefforfhips 
from time to time, as the public feemcd to demand 
them. 

There are about 50 burfaries in this univerfity^ 
and thefe do not exceed i2l* per annum each. 

Thp 
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The number of ftudetirs during the feffion of 
the college, from Odober loth 1789, to May 6th 
1 790, W4S nearl J as follows : 

Students of Divinity, « . - 130 

— — Law, - - ioo 

-— Phjfic, - - 440 

General Clafles - . « 420 

In all 1090 
Since that year it has continually increafed ra- 
ther than diminilfaed. 

The old building being very mean, unfit for the 
reception of fo many profeJTors and fiudents, anid 
quite unfuitable to the dignity of fuch a flc^uril^ing 
univerfity, as well as inconfiftent with the improv- 
ed ftate of the city, the Lord Provpft, Magiftrates, 
•and Council, fet on foot a fubfcription for ere£ling 
«a new ftrufture, according to the defign of -Robert 
Adam, Efq; architcft. Part of the old fabric has 
in confequence been pulled down^ and the new 
building is already in confiderable forwardnefs. 
The foundation Hone was laid on Monday the i6t1i 
of November, with great folemnity, by the Right 
Hon. Francis Lord Napier, Grand Mafter Ma- 
fon of Scotland, in the prefence of the Right Hon. 
the Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and Town Council 
of the city of Edinburgh, with the Principal, Pro- 
fefTors, and Students of the Univeriity of Edin- 
burgh, a number of Nobility and Gentry, and 
the Maflers, Officers, and Brethren, of all the 

lodges 
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lodges of free mafons In the city and neighbour* 
hood, -who marched in proceflion from the Par- 
liament-houfe down the High«ilreet. After the 
different mafonic ceremonials were performed, two 
chrjftal bottles, cad on puppofe at the glafs-honfe 
of Leith, were depofited in the foundation«ftone* 
In one of thefe were put different coins of the prc- 
fent reign, each of them being previouflj enveloped 
in chryftal, in fuch an ingenious manner, that the 
legend on the coins could be diftinftly read without 
• breaking the chryftal. Id the other bottle were 
depofited feven rolls of vellum, containing a fliort 
account of the original foundation and prcfent ftate 
of the univerfity, together with feveral other pa- 
pers ; in particular the different newfpapcrs, con- 
taining advertifements relative to the college, &c. 
atf d a lift of the names of the Principal and Pro- 
feffors, alfo of the prefent Lord Provoft and Ma- 
giftrates, and officers of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land. The bottles being carefully fealed up, were 
covered with a plate of copper wrapt in block tin : 
upon the under fide of the copper were engraved 
the arms of the city of Edinburgh and the Uni- 
verfity ; likewlfe the arms of th^ Right Hon. Lord 
Napier, Grand Mafter Mafon of Scotland. 

The eaft and weft fronts of this pile are to ex- 
tend 255 feet, and the fouth and north 358. There 
are to be houfes for the Principil, and fix or fevcn 
of the Profeffors. The library is to be a room of 
160 feet in length ; the mufeum for natural curio- 
fitics is to be of the fame extent j and the dimca- 
^ fions 
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lions of the hail for graduation and public exerclfes 
are about 90 feet hy 30* There are Jikewife to 
he an elegant and mod convenient anatomical the- 
atre ; a chemical laboratory ; and large rooms for 
inftruments and experiments for the Profeflbrs of 
mathematics, natural philofophj, and agriculture. 
The whole, when finifhed, if not the mbft fplendid 
llru&ure of the fort in Europe, will however be 
the completeft and moft commodious ; and it will 
do the tttmoft honour to the genius of the archi. 
te£t, and to the munificence of the public *• Up« 
wards of 30,000 1. have been fu'bfcribed, received, 
and expended. Large fums, jet froaller than was 
expeded, have been received from abroad. The 
neceffities of a war, and of our political iuterefts 
in the fjftem of Europe, have hitherto prevented 
Parliament from granting any fum of money, to 
aid the completion of this noble undertaking. It 
is not more than half finifhed ; but, it is hoped, 
that, when the profpcrity of the country fliall be 
renewed with the return of peace, public fpirit will 
not fufier this edifice to remain long in its prefent 
Hate. 

THE BOTANICAL GARDEN 

Belonging to the Univerfity, is fituate at the 
dtftance of about a mile, on the road between Edin- 
burgh and Leitb. It confiQs of about five acres of 

ground ; 

• A jrround plan of the new tirild'mg, with eUvations of the 

eaft. and fouih fronts dcfigncd by R. Adam, E(q; and nioa beau- 

iifuUy engraved in aquatinca, by Mr lukii, price I2s 6d the fctt, 

'o be haJ at T. Biowi*** flio 
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ground ; and is furnifhcd with a great variety of 
plants, many of thera brought from the moft dif- 
tant quarters of the globe. The profeffor 13 bo- 
tanift to the king, and receives a falary of laoK 
annually for the fupport of the garden. A monu- 
ment, to the memory of the celebrated botanill 
Linnaeus, was er66ttd here by the late Dr Hoiit, 
'who firft planned the garden, and brought it to- 
perfe6lion» 

The univerfity of Edinburgh, like the others in 
this kingdom, fendis one member to the General 
Aflembly of the Church of Scotland ; and the wi» 
dows of the profcffors have a right to annuities 
from the funds of thofc of minifficrs, the profeffors 
contributing to that fund, and being truftecs on it^ 
along with the preibytery of Edinburgh. 

THE PUBLIC DISPENSARY. 

The Puilic Bijpenfary was founded B7 Dr 
Duncan in 1776, for the poor whofe difcafes are 
of fuch a nature as to render their admiffion into 
the infirmary either unneceflary or improper* 
Here the patients receive advice gratis four days 
in the week ; a rcgiftcr Is kept of the difeafes of 
each, and of the effefts produced by the medicines 
employed* All patients not improper for difpen* 
fary treatment, are admitted on the recommenda« 
tion of the elder or church-warden of the pariih 
wherein they refide. The phyficians officiate and 
give Icftures ^rfl^ii ; fo that the apothecary who 
G 2 lodges 
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lodges in the houfe, and the medicines, are the 
onlj expences attending this ufeful inftituiion^ 
The ezpence of the whole is defrayed by public 
contributions, and fronn a fmall annual fee paid bj 
the fludents who attend the Uftures. It is under 
the direAioB of a prefident, two vice-pvefidents* 
a;)d 20 direflors, eleded annuallj frona auEiong the 
contributors. One guinea entitles a contributor fo 
recommend patients, and be a governor for two 
years ; and five guineas gives the fame pwifcge for 
life. Subfcriptions to this humane and ufeful in* 
ftitution, are received by Mr Gordon, bookfeller^ 
Parliament Square, treafurer to the difpenlary. 

THE ROYAL INFIRMARY* 

The Royal Infirmary was firft thought of by 
the college of phyficians in iJ^S* A fiiUng com- 
pany happening to be difTolved at that time, the 
partners contributed fome part of their flock to- 
wards the eftablifhment of the infirmary. A fulr- 
ferfption was alfo.fet on foot, and application made 
to the General Affcmbly to recommend the fame 
throughout their juri(di£lion. This was readily 
complied with, and the AffemWy pa&d an aft for 
that purpofe, but very little regard was paid to it 
by tlic clergy. Notwithftanding this, however, 
«oool. being procured, a fmall houfe was opened 
for the tcception of the *fick poor in Auguft 1729;^ 
In 1736, the contributors towards the Infirmary 
were eredted into a body corporate by royal fta- 

tutei. 
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tare J and after this, the contributions increafed 
very confiderablj ; by which means the managers 
were enabled to enlarge their fcheme from time to 
time ; and at laft to undertake the prefcnt magnifi- 
cent ftrufture, the foundation of which was laid ill 
1738. During 25 years, when this inftitution 
was in its infancy, Lord Hopetoun beftowed upon 
it an annuity of 400I. In 1750, Doftor Archi- 
bald Ker bequeathed to this incorporation 200I. 
a-year in the' ifland of Jamaica. Ih I755» the 
Lords of the Treafury made a donation to it of 
8000L which had been appointed for the fupport 
of invalids. In return fcr this, the managers of 
the infirmary conftantly keep 60 beds in rcadinefs 
for the reception of fick foldiers. In the year 1791 
fick fcrvants began to be admitted into- the Itifirm- 
ary^ and a ward was fitted up for their reception. 

This inftitution, however, was more indebted to 
George Drummond, Efq; than to any other perfon. 
He was feven times choftn Lord Provoft of Edin- 
burgh ; and always dircded bis jittention to the 
improvement of the city, particularly to that of 
the Royal Infirmary Sa feiifibk were the mana- 
gers -of their obligations to him, that, in their hall, 
they erefted a buft of him with tliis infcription, 
«^ George Drummond, to whom this country is 
*» indebted for ail the benefits which it derives 
** from the Royal Infirmary." — In 1748, the Ilbck 
of the infirmary amounted to 5000!. ; in r75J[, to 
7076I., befides the ellate left by Dodlor K<-'r j ia 
1764, to 23,4261. J and in 1778, to 27,074!. 

G3 - The 
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• The Royal Infirmary is attended by two phyfi^ 

ciaps chofen by the managers, who viiit their pa-* 

tients daily in prefence of the ftudents. All the 

xnembers of the coHege of furgeons ar^ alfo obliged' 

to attend in rotation, according to Seniority. If anjp 

furgeon declines attendance, he is not allowed to 

appoint a depute ; but the patients are committed 

to the care of one of four affiftant furgeons, chofea 

aimually by the managers. From the years 1762 

to 1769, there were admitted 6361 patients; 

which number, added to 109 who were in the hof« 

pital at the commencement of the year 1762, made 

io all 6270. Of thefe, 4395 were cured ; 34& 

died ; the reft were either relieved, d^fmifTed in^^ 

curable, for irregularities, or by their own defire^ 

or reniained in the hofpital. From 1770 to 1775, 

the patients annually admitted into the Infirmary 

were, at an average, 1367 ; of whom 63 died. In 

1776 there were admitted i668. of whom 57 died; 

^nd in 1777, the number admitted was I393.» and 

of deaths 52. In the year 1786, there were ad<» 

mitted 1822 patients: of thefe 1354 were cured 9 

z66 relieved ; 84 died ;. the reft were either re* 

lieved or difmifled incurable,— for irregularitieb)««- 

or by their own defiie. 

The building confifts of a body and two wings, 
each of them three ftories high, with an attic Itorey 
and garrets, and a very elegant front. The body is 
210 feet long, and 36 broad in the middle, but at 
the ends only 24 feet broad. There is a buft of 
K.ing George 11. in a Roman dufs, above the great 

door 
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dbor* The wings are ^a feet long, and 24 bruud* 
In the centre is a larj^e flair cafe, fo wide that fc- 
dan-chairs may be carried up. In the different 
wards, il8 patients may be accommodated » each 
in a different bed. There are cold and hoc baths 
for the patients^— ^and for the citizens \ and to thofe 
intended for the lail, tlie p^ltients are never ad- 
jnitted. 

Befide the apartments ncceflkry for the .fick, 
there are others for the officers and fcrvants be- 
longing to the houfe; There are like wife rooms 
for the managers, a confulting room for the phy- 
ficians and furgeons, a waiting room for the (I in- 
dents, and a theatre that will, hold upwards of 200 
people^ for performing chirurgical operalioos. 
Tnere is a military ward, iupporced by ti»e in*- 
teieft of 8000I already mentioned; and in confe- 
i^ucnce of which a fmall guard is always kept at 
Ibe infirmary. The wards for fick fervaats are 
fupported by colie&ions at the church, doors. Be- 
£des the attendance of the royal college of furgeons 
by rotation, as has already been mentioned, there 
are two phyficians belonging to the houfe, who 
are eledled by the managers, and have a fmall fa- 
lary; there is likcwife a houfe-furgeon and an 
apothecary. Students who attend the Infirmary 
V^7 3^* 3^* annually^ which brings in a revenue of 
about 300}. towards defraying the expence of the 
boufe. Two wards are fet apart for the patients 
v^hofe cafes are fuppofed to be the moft interefting; 
and the phyficians give leftures upon them. 

THE 
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THE HIGH SCHOOL- 

The earlieft inftitutioiy of a; grammar- fchool m 
Ediiiburgli feems to have beea about the year 
1519. The whole expence bellowed upon the fjrit 
building of this kind amounted only to about 40IV 
Sterling. Another building, which had been erec- 
ted for the accommodation of the fcholars in 1578, 
continued, notwithflanding the great increafe of 
{heir number » to be ufed for that purpofe lill 1777*' 
The. foundation of the prefent new building was 
laid on die 24th of June that jear by Sir William 
Forbes, Grand Maftcr of the Free Mafons. The^ 
total length of this building is X20 feet from fouth 
to notth ', the breadth in the middle 36, at each 
end 38 feet. The great ball where the boys meet 
for prayers, is 68 feet by 30* At each end of the 
hall is a room of 5^2 feet by 20, intended for librae 
ries. The building is two ftories high, the one 
xS, the other 17 feet in height. The expence o£ 
tlie whole, when finiibed, was reckoned at 4000!. 

There is a re&or and four matters, who teach 
from 400 to 500 ictiolars annually. The falaries 
a»e trifling, and the fees depend upon the reputa- 
tion they have obtained for teaching ; and as this 
has been for fome years very confiderable, the rec- 
tor's place is fuppofed to be worth not lefs tnan 
4C0I. per annum^ a mailer's about half that fum. 
There is a janitor, whofe place is fuppofed to be 
worth about 70]. a-year. Uis bufiuefa x» to tak« 

care 
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care of the bojs on the plaj- ground 5 and there is 
a woman who lives on the fpot as under janitor, 
whofe place may be worth about 25I. annually* 
•There is a library, but not large, as each of the 
boys pays only one ihilling annually to its fupport. 
There are four eftablifhed Englifh fchools m 
•Edinburgh ; the mailers of which receive a froatt 
falary, upon cxprefs condition, that they fliall not 
take above five fhillings per quarter from any of 
their fcholars. There are likewife many other 
private fchools in Edinburgh for all languages ; 
and, in general, every kind of education is to be 
had here in great pcrfeftion, and at a .very cheap 
fate, 

THE MINT. 

TfiE Mint is kept up by the artideft of Uhion^ 
with all the offices belonginging to it, though 
no money is ever ftruck here. It fiands in the 
Cowgate, a little to the weft oi the Englifli 
church; but is in a ruinous ftate, though Aill 
inhabited by the different officers, who have 
free honfes ; and the bellman enjoys bis iklary 
by regularly ringing the bell This place, as 
well as the Abbey of Holy rood- houfe^ id »a af/^^ 
taaoL for debtoxa« 
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THE ENGLISH CHAPEL.^ 

The Engli/b CBapelAzxkdsnczrthe Cowgatc-port^ 
and was founded on the 3d of April 1771. The foun^ 
dation-ftone was laid bj General Oughton, with the 
following infcription : Edifkifacr. Ecclefia epifcr 
Angli<e\ primum pofuit laptditn y. Adolpbus Ough» 
ton^ in architeBonica Scotia repuh. curio fnaximus^ 
mUitum prefeBus^ regnauU Giorgio III. tertio Apr*. 
Se, A. i),.M,DCC,LXXI. It is a plain hand- 
fome building, neatly fitted up. ia the infide, and 
fomewhat refembliog the church of St Martin's iiv 
the fields, London. It is 90 feet long, and 75: 
broady and ornamented with an elegant fpire of 
confiderable height. It is alfb furniihed with at^ 
excellent bell, formerly belonging to the chape ^ 
rojal at Hol]rrood*houfe, which is permkted to be 
rung to aiTemble the congregation ; an indulgence 
pot granted to the Prefbjterians in England. The 
expence of the building was defrayed by voluntatjr 
fubfcription ; and, to the honour of the country^ 
people of all perfuafipns contributed to this pious 
work. It has already coft 7000!. and will require 
xcool. more, to finifh the portico* This church is 
built in a fingular manner, viz, £ronrfouth to north, 
and the altar-piece ftands on the ead fide. Three 
clergymen officiate here, of whom the firft has 
ijqI. the other two lool. each. The altar-piece 
h Ssi^lj decorated, and there is a good organ. 

There 
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There is another cpifcopal chapel, but fmall, in 
Elackfriars Wynd, which was founded bj Baron 
Sroythe, in the year 1722. There are alfo fome 
meetings of the Epifcopal church of Scotland, who 
adhere to their old forms, haying ftill their bifliops 
and inferior ckrgy. For fome time thefe were 
fubjefted to penal laws, as thej refufed to take th€ 
oath to government, or mention the prefent rojal 
family in their public prayers ; but of late they 
ha^e conformed, and had their conduft approved 
of by his majefty ; fo that now every denomina* 
tion of Chrillians in Britain pray for the royal 
family on the throne. 

THE CANONGATE CHURCH. 

Agreeably to a royal mandate, iffued by James 
• VIT, in confequence of an application made by the 
inhabitants of the canongate, the magiftrates of 
Edinburgh bought a piece of ground for a church 
and church-yard, and began to build a churck 
A. D. 1688. This building is of the figure of the 
crofs. The front of it is decently ornamented, and, 
on its top, are^the head and horns of a deer, with 
a crofs ereft, over the top of the forehead, between 
the horns, emblematical of the ridiculous legend 
which is told of Kitig David J. * founder of the 
Abbey of Holy rood- houfe. The expence of this 
building was about 24001. Sterling. There are 
two minifters to this church ; the King is the pa- 
tron 
^ See Accott&t of Holyrood- Houfe. 
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tron of the firft, and the Trades and proprietors of 
lioufes in the canongate, of the lecond. 

THE PALACE OF HOLTROOD-lfOUSE* - 

This Palace, though much ncgle&ed, is the on* 
]y rojal habitation in Scotland, that is not entireljr 
in ruins* It is a handfome fquare of 230 feet m 
the infide, furrounded with pia:aas. The froiit| 
facing the weft, confifts of two double towers join- 
ed by a beautiful low building, adorned with a 
double balluftrade above. The gateway in the 
middle is decorated with double ftone columns^ 
fupporting a cupola in the middle, reprefenting an 
imperial crown, with a clock underneath. On the 
right hand is the great flair-cafe, which leads to 
the council-chamber and the rojal apartments. 
Thefe are large and -fpacious, but unfumiflicd : in 
one of them the Scots Peers meet to ele£l i€ of 
their number to reprefent them in Parliament. 
The gallery is on the left hand", and meafures 156 
feet by 27 and a half. It is adorned with the fup- 
pofed portraits of all the kings of Scotland. In 
the apartments of the Duke of Hamilton, which 
he poffeffes as hereditary keeper of the palace. 
Queen Mary's bed of crimfon damafk, bordered 
with green fringes and taffels, is Hill to be feen, 
but almoft reduced to rags. Here alfo flrangers 
are ihowo a piece of wainfcot hung upon hinges, 
which opens to a trap-ftair communicating to the 
apartments below. Through this paffage, Darn- 

ley 
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lejr and the other coofpiraton ru(hed in to mur-" 
der the unhappj Riziio. Towards the outward 
door of thefe apartoienta are large dutkj fpots on 
the floor, faid to be occafioned by Rizzto's bloody 
which could never be wafhed out. In the lodgings 
aligned to Lord Dunmofe is a pifture by Vaa 
Dyke^ efteemed a mafterly performancei of King 
Charles i. and his Queen going a-hunting. There 
are likewife the portraits of their prefent Majefties. 
at full length by Ramfay. The lodgings above 
the royal apartments are occupied by the D^ike of 
Argyle as heritable mailer of ;the houfehold* 

The front of this palace is two dories high ; the. 
roof flat ; but at efth end the front projeAs, and is 
ornaoaented with circular towers at the angles* 
Here, the building is much higher, and the r^fl of 
the pdace is three ftories in height. The north- 
weft towers were built by James V* for his own 
Tefidence ; his name is ftill to be feen below a nitch 
in one of thefe towers. During the nunority of 
Queen Mary, this palace was burned by the Engr 
lifli 'j but foon after repaired and enlarged beyond 
its prefent fize. At that time it confided of fivQ 
courts, the moil wefierly of which was the largeil. 
It was bounded on the eait by the front of the pa- 
lace, which occupied the fame fpace it does at pre* 
fent ; but the building itfelf extended further to 
the fouth. At the north-weil corner was a ftrong 
gate, with Gothic pillars, arches, and towers, p?ir^ 
of which was not long ago pulled down. Great 
part of the palace was burnt by CromwelPs fol- 
H diers ; 
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ditn i but h -wfl8 repaired add altered into the pre* 
feat form after tbe reftoirBtieti. Tbe fabric waa 
planacd bj Sir WilUam Bruce a « celebrated arehb- 
tea» and' eaceutedby' Robert M^Im mafom Tke; 
environs of* tbe palace - aSbrd- am afyliitti for iniblu- 
vent debftorsr; and adjoining, to it is an cjdtenfive^ 
park^ all of wbioh isa faaAiatvy^ 

Thb Abbey, cbtircb vns fiMmferl j. c*Ued the M6^' 
ftq/^ryqf H9fyro9d^ouJet and btttk by King. Da.^: 
vtd L ia'ii3& H^ ga^e it the name of Holyrvod^- 
houfoi in mtmotyf asr is fcid, of> his. deSveranoe: 
from an' enraged hart^ by the miracnloiis interpoK 
fitioa of a crofsfrom^ heaven. This monafteiy he 
gavt to the canons regnlar of 6t Aognftine : . ont 
v^hom he had beilowed the church of Edinburgh* 
caille, with tboCs of St Ciitiibert's^ Gorftorphmy. 
and LibertOn, in the ibirep of Mid^Lotbian^ and o£ 
Akth in Scirling-ibYfe -, the prvbries of St Maty'a ' 
]fle in Galloway, of Bbuntyre in Glydefdak, of 
Rowadill inRn^fs, and three others in the Weftenr 
J&es* To them he aUb granted the privilegd of ere<£t-* 
ing a borough between the town of Edinburgh asid 
the chur6h of Holyrood-^honfe. From thefe canons 
their burgh had the name of Cauangate^ which it ftilfc ~ 
retains* In this new borough they had a right to 
hold mark^ts^ They had alfo portions of land 
in ditferent part?, with a moil' extenfive jurifdic« 
tidn, and a right of trial by duel, and fire and 
water ordeal. They had alfo certain revenues 
payable out of the exchequer and other funds, 
lH'ith fifliings, and the privilege of crefting thofe 
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mSlU on the water of Leith» whiqh ftill retain the 
same of Canen^miU. Other gvant^ and privileges 
were beftowed by fucoceding libvereigns ; ia that it 
was keened the rioheft religions foundation in 
Scotland. At the iReforraationi its annual reve- 
nues were 44'2 bolls of wheat, 640 iMa 'Of beer» 
560 bolls of oats, 500 capons, two dozen of hens, 
as fnanjr^falmon, X2 loads of fait : befides a great 
nn tuber of fwine, 'and about 2 jOl. Sterling in mo- 
^cy. At the Reformation, the fuperioritj of 
"North Leith, part of Pkafaaoe, the -Baronj of 
■Broughton, and the Ganongate, were ^irefted in the 
Earl of Roseburgh ; ^d>were parchafed f roxn hixa 
by the Town-Coancil of /Edinburgh in 1636. In 
1544, the church fufEeredconfidecablj by the inva.^ 
6on of the £ngliih ; but was fpeedily repaired. At 
the ReAoration, King Char^ tl. ordored thp 
church to be fet apart as 4 ch^lpei-royal, and ptio- 
hibited its ufe as a cotDi»iaon:pari{h church for 
the future. It was then fitted up in a very elegant 
manner. A tbront was «rc&ed fi>c the fovereign, 
and 12 (tails for the Knights of the Order of the 
ThiRie ; but as mafs had been celebrated in it in 
the reign of James VII. and it had «n «rgan, witti 
a fpire, and a fine chime of bells on the WfiftQde, 
the PreAi^rtenans at the Revolution entirely ^a{^ 
troyed its ornaments, and left nothing but the^ate 
walls.^— Through time, the roof of the thureh bc^ 
came ruinous, on which tlie Duke -of flamfltea 
reprcfented its condrtTon -to the Barons of Eschew 
^uefi^ and cntved diat it might be repaired. This 
H 2 ceq^uell 
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reqoeft was complied with : but the arehited aad 
mafon who were emplojedt covered the roof with 
thick flag ftonesy which foon impaired the fabric » 
and on the fccond of december X768» the roof fell 
in. Since that time, nd attempt has been made to 
repair it, and it is now entirely fallen to ruins. 

The ruins of this church, however, are ftiU fuf-* 
ficient to difcover the excellency of the workman- 
ihip. Here fome of the Kings of Scotland are in*. 
terred ; and an odd kind of curiofity has been the 
occafion of ezpofing fome bones, faid to be tboie o^ 
Lord Darnley, and a Countefs of Roxburgh, who 
died feveral hundred years ago. Thofe faid to be- 
long to the former were very large, and the latter 
had fome ilefli dried upon them. The chapel was 
-fitted up in the elegant manner above mentioned, by 
James VII $ but fuch was theenthufiafm of the mob» 
that they not only deftroyed the ornaments, but 
tore up even the pavement, which was of marble. 

THE OBSERVATORY. 

' The Ohfer^atory is built on the top of the Caliott'*' 
hili. The fcheme for erefiing it was firft adopted 
in the year 1736 ^ but the diilurbances occafioned 
by the Porteous mob prevented any thing from be« 
ing^donc Cowards the execution of it at that time. 
The Earl of Morton afterwards gave.! ooU for the 
purpofe of buildiug an obfervatory, and appointed 
MrM^Laurin proieilbr of naathematicst together 
with the principal and ioma profefibrs of the uni* 
• * verfity^r 



ppjrfity» truft^^ for 9i9Q«giag t|ie Ainu ^ M|; 
Mlinurin Added to th^ moa^y ?havQ |nemiqne4 
fthe profits urifing firom 9 ^ourfe f>f k^m^ whfcj^ 
fa$ read w eapprriiR€«^9l pbiWoplyr : .wi^ich, wit^ 
feme other fmall fumSf amoupted if^ 9H ^> 39^* * 
but Mr M'Laurin dyingr the deiign was dropped* 
Afterwards tj^p iQgncj ip^fs put ioto tbf hands of 
two perfons who became bankrupt ; but a confi- 
derable dirideod being obl^ioed our 9f ^ei^ e^^s, 
the principal and intei«fi, dbo«i< tW }iev 777.^i 
mmottated to 4Q0I. A piaa of the builitipg w9# 
made oat By Mr Craig archiieA ; and tlie fo^PdflK 
tion^ftone was laid by Mr Stodarty Lord l^voft of 
£dinborgb, on the a;5th of Augiift I77($# Alsoul 
this tinie, however, Mr Adam the archttefl; h^pi^ 
pening to come to Edishurgb, conmv^d ^ idfi^ 
of giving the whole the appearance of a fortlfica* 
tion, for which iu fi^tua^i^n. <Hi the top pf the Gal« 
ton-hiil was verj much adapted. Accordingly a 
Une was marked out for inolofing the lijwts of .the 
•bfcrvatory, with a wall conftrufted with buttrcriSt;^ 
9Ltid enibrafuras, and having Gothic towers ^ |h(| 
angles* Thas the naoney defigaed S^v the work 
was totally exh«uJledv aod the abfervatory l»y io 
an unfiniflied ilate till the fummer of the year 179Z« 
It is now completely fiaiihed at the expeoce of the 
city, and the public are in a particular manner in« 
dehted for thisi to the fpirited exertions of our 
prefeiH worthy Provoft, Sir James Stirling, Bart. . 
Around this hill there is a pleafant walk, whic|l 
affords one of the fiueft profpcfts ikal can be ima« 
Hi gincd, 
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gincd, varjing remarkably almoft every ftep; Ott 
this hill| tody is m burying-ground, which contains 
ft fine monament to the menaory of David Hume 
the hiftorian. At a fmall diftance taft ward Sand* 
the New Bridewell. 

OEl^ERAL EXCISE-OFFICE. 

' On the ead fide of St Andrew's Square Hands 
the General Excife-Office^ built by the late SirLau- 
rence Dundafi^ for his own refidence, but fold by 
his Ibn for the above purpofe. It is a f ery hand* 
fome building, with a pedinaent in front ornament* 
ed with the King's arai«» and fupported by four 
Corinthian pilafters ; and, in conjun&ion with the 
two corner houfes, has a fine efieA. 

ST Andrew's CHURCH* 

^ This edifice ilands on the north fide of George'ji 
Street. Is is of an oval form ; and has a very 
neat fpire of z86 feet in height , wilh a chime of 
eight bells ; • the fird and only one of the kind ia 
Seotland. It has alfo a handfome portico in front. 

THE physician's HALL* 

, Opposite to St Andrew** church i^ the Phj^ 
Clan's Hally defigned for the meetings of the Facul* 
ty^ and which has a portico refembling that of the 
church. It i^ » heavy inelegant building. 

ASSEMBLY 
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ASSBMBLT ROOMS. 

FARTHBa to the weftward, on the fonth Gdc, 
ftaod the AJftmbly Rooms ^ which, though a heavy 
lookiag building on the outfide, are neverthelefs 
cxtrfemcly elegant and commodious within. The 
largell is 100 feet long and 40 broad, being exceed- 
ed in its dimenfions by, none in the ifland, the large 
one at Bath excepted. Weekly affemblies aie 
held here {or dancing and card*playing, under the 
diredtion of a mafter of ceremonies \ adfuiflion* 
,tickets five fhillinga each. 

heriot's hospital. 

Heriot's Hospital owes its foundation to 
George Heriot, gol^Ifmith to James VI. who ac- 
quired by bis bufmef^ a large fortune. At his 
jdeath, he left the Magi ft rates of Edinburgh 
23)625l« 10s. *' for the maintenance, relief, and 
*' bringing up of fo many poor and fatherlefs boys, 
•* freemen's fons of the town of Edinburgh," aa 
the above fum Chould be fufficient for. This hof- 
pital is finely fituated on the wed end of the fouth 
ridge, almoft oppofite to the cadle, and is the moil 
magnificent building of the kind in, Edinburgh. 
It was founded in July 1628, according to ja plan 
(as is reported} of Inigo Jones \ but the work be- 
ing interrupted by the civil wars, it was not finilh- 
ed till the year 1650* The expence of the building 

is 
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ts faid to have been upwards of 30,000!. ; (mone^ 
it is to be obfervedt; |beii bore ipi.- per cent inte* 
reft) : and the hofpital is now pofiefied of an xm-^ 
proveable income of about 3009U a-year ; though 
this cannot be abfolucelj afcertaioed, a& the rtntis are 
paid in grain, and of conrfe muft be fluduatiffig. 

It ftands on a rifing ground ta the fouth-weft o£ 
the city, and it^ a fqnare of 160^ fett without, havw 
Jng a cou^rt of 94 feet fquare in lh€ iafide, wicfa^ 
piazzas on two of the fides.- Thepe is^ a fpire witb 
a clock over the gateway, and each corner of the 
building is ornamented with tiirrets ; but nofcwith^ 
{landing the magnificent appearanee of the outfide,. 
the inner part is far fronai being convenient. There 
is a ftatue of the founder over the gateway, in the- 
drefs of the times, and a very good painting of 
tiim rn the council-room, with a pidure of ^ 
late treafurer, Mr CarmichaeL Thete is a chapel 
^i feet long and 22 broad,, which ia now repairt;d 
in fuch a manner, as to make h worthy riie atten« 
tion of ft raiders. When Cromwell took pofleffioa 
•of Edinburgh after the battle of Dunbajr, he quar- 
tered his fiek and wounded Ibldiers in this hofpital. 
It was applied to the fame purpofe till the year 
16 5% J when General Monk, at the requeft of the 
governors removed the foldiers y and on the 1 xth 
of April 1659, it was opened for the reception of 
lK>ys, 30 of whom were admuted into it. The 
Anguft after, they were increafed to 40 ; and in 
r66i, to 52. In 175:? the number was raifed ta 
«30, and in 1763 to 140 j but -fince that time it 

has 
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has decreafed. In this hofpital the Jboys are in- 
ilruded in reading* writing, and arithmetic, and a 
knowledge of the Latin tongue. With fnch as 
choofe to follow any kind qf trade an apprentice«fee 
of 3 oh is given when thej, leave the hofpital ; and 
thofe who choofe an academical education, have an 
annuity, of lol. a^jear beftowed on them. for four 
years. The whole is under the overfight of the 
treafurer, who has under him a houfe-governor, 
boufe-keeper, and fchooUmailers. 

WATSON'S HOSPITAX*. 

Watson'^ Hofpital has its nacue froip die 

.founder George Watfon, who was at firft clerk 

to Sir William JDick, Frovoit of Edinburgh i^ 

1676, then accountant of the Bank of Scotland: 

after .that he became receiver of the city^s impoft 

on ale, treafurer to the Merchants Maiden Hofpitaly' 

and to the Society for propagating Chriflian knovv- 

lege. Dying a batchelor in 1723, he left X2,oool> 

for the maintenance and education of the children 

and grand«children of decayed members of the 

merchant company of Edinburgh. The fcheme, 

however, was not put in execution till the yea ^ 

2738, when the fum originally left had accumu«, 

lated to 2o,ooal. The prefent building was then 

erededy in which about 60 boys are maintained 

and educated* It is much le/s magnificent than 

Gferiot^s Hofpital, but the building is far from be-f 

ing defpicable. It ftand». to the fuiithvvard of the 

city, 
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city, at a. fiuall diftanoe from Herlot's Hofpital,^ 
and waa^crcaedat the dcpeooe of 5000!. i its pre- 
icDt revenue is about 17001. It is luider the ma. 
nagemait of tkc maftcr, affiftants, and treafurer of 
tlie Merchant Company, four oW luiUies, the old 
^atv^f-gmld, and: the two mintftevs of the Old 
'GhttPdi. The boys-ai^e ;gciiteeUy . clothed, and li- 
berally fidttcated. Such as choofe aa oiniverfity 
oducaliofi are allowed i^ol. fvr aaaum for five 
years : thofe who go to trades have ^pL^aUoiwed 
them for their apprentice-fec ; and at the age of 
35 years, if tbeyihave 4iehav«d pcopefly, and not 
contrafted marriage without confent of the gover* 
t»ors,*lliey recei'vea bountyof 50I. The hoy% arc 
tinder the ^mediate inrpe&ioa of the 'treafurer^ 
fchooI'^mafieFs, and houfe-keepcr. 

THE MEItC HANTS MAFD^BIir «t)STITAl.^ 

Tbe Mertban^ Mtfiden ffa/^t^l vtaf^ ^ftablifted 
by voluntary contribution about the etti of the laft 
century, for the maia tenaooe of young ;giTU,daugh« 
ters of the merchants burge&s of £idio)>uv|^. The 
goveraorawereereaed.ioto a body corporate, by 
^ of f arliament, in 1707. .Tlic laonnal rev^entue 
amounts to «35*ol. Seventy ;girls are raiaiotaincd 
in it ; who, upon leaving :the hou&v ^receive ^l. 
6s. 6d. excepttng a^w jwho mx allowed iBl. 6s. 8d* 
outofthefaods^oftbehofpitaL The profits ari£«. 
ing from work done in the iheufeare^aifo diviid^d 
among che.j|^tcb^ accoidb^ £0 theo: induitcy* 

THE 
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THUS TRAD^BS MAIDEN UOSTltAL. 

Th^ Trades MhideH Hrfpital was founded in thr 
year £704 by the ineorporatiooA of Edmburgb, for 
the tnaantenance of the daDghterl of deoayed msm*' 
bers, oir a ^an fimalar to that of the Merchants 
Hofpital* To thw, as well as to the formsr, one 
Mrs Mary £«lki«c, a widow gcntlewocdan, contri- 
buted fo liberally, that flie was by the goveirnors 
filled Jomt/imndrtfj of the HofpitaL Fifty girls 
are trntintained in the hoiife* who pay of entry- 
money iL 15s*. 4di Jt and, when they leave it^ re- 
ceive a.bt)ailty'of five poiirnds elevem ihilHngs and 
one penny halfpenny* The revenues are eftimated- 
a^ 6o©l. a-^year* , 

THE ORPHAN HOSPITAL* 

- Th« Off ban Hojpitai was planned in 173 a 1^' 
Andrew Gairdner merchant, and other inhabitants.' 
It was promoted by the Society for propagating 
Chriftianjanowkgt, by t)th«?r foci«ies, by volun- 
tary fubfcriptions, and a colleftion at the church 
doork. Ixi 173 j, the okainagers hired a h(>ure, took 
in 30 orphans, maintained thetn, and taught them 
the weaving bufioefs. In i'735, they were ereftcd 
into a body corporate by the town of Edinburgh ; 
and, in 1 743, they obtained a charter of ereSion 
from his late Majefly, appointing moil of the great 
officers of fiate in Scotland, and the heads of the 
--^-^r-^ different 
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difFerent focieties in Edinburgh, members of this 
corporation i with powers tb them to huld teal 
property to the amount of loool. a-jear. The 
revenue is inconfiderable ; but the inftitution is 
fupported bj the contributions of charitable per- 
fons. Into this hofpital orphans are received from 
any part of the kingdom. None are a.dmitted un- 
der feven, nor continued in it after 1 4 years of age. 
At prefent 079^) ^^^^^ ^5^ orphans are main- 
tained in it* 

The Orphan Hofpital is -fituated to the eaft of 
the North Bridge ; and is a handfome building, 
confifting of a body and two wings, with a neat 
fpire, furniflicd with a clock and two bells. The 
late worthy Mr. Howard admits, that this inftitu- 
tion is one of the moft ufeful charities in Euiope, 
and is a pattern for all inftitations of the kind. 
.The fundi; have been confiderably increafed, and 
the building greatly improved, through the atten- 
tion and fpirited exertions of the worthy Mr Tho- 
mas Tod, the late treafurer. 

THE TRINITY HOSPITAL. 

This was originally founded, and atpply endow- 
ed, by King James Il's Queen. At the lefornxa- 
tion it was dripped of its revenues ; but the regent 
afterwards bellowed them on the provoft of Edin- 
burgh, who gave them to the citizens for the ufe 
of the poor. In 1585, the town-council purchafcd 
from Robert Pont, at thac time provoft of Trinity 

College, 
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College, his intereft in tfaefe fubje&s ; and the 
tranfa£kion was afterwards ratified by James VI, 
The hofpital was then repaired, and appointed for 
the reception of poor old burgelTeSt their wives, 
and unmarried children, not under 50 years of age. 
In the year 1700, this hofpital maintained 54 per- 
fons j but, fiiice that time, the number has decreaf- 
ed.-*The revenue confifts in a real eftate of lands 
and houfes, the grofs rent of which is 762!. a»year ; 
and 5500U lent out in bonds at 4 p€r cent* 

This hofpital is fituated at the toot of Leith- 
wyndy and maintains about 50 of both fexes, who 
are comfortably lodged, each having a room for 
themfelves. lliey are fuppUed with road or boil- 
ed meat every day for dinner, have money allowed 
them for clothes, and likewife a fmall fum for poc- 
ket-money. There is. a fmall library for their 
amufement, and they have a chaplain to fay pray- 
ers. There are fome out penfioners who' have 61. 
a-year, but thcfe are difcouraged by the governors. 
The funds are mider the management of the town- 
council. 

THE CHARITY WORKHOUSE. 

The Charity Workhovfe was erefted in 1743 by 
voluntary contribution. It is a large plain build- 
ing, on the fouth fide of the city. Here the poor 
are employed, and are allowed twopence out of 
every fliilling they earn. The expence of this in- 
ftitution is fnppofed to be not lefs than 4000I. 
annually ; as about 700 pcrfons of both fexes, in- 
I eluding 
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eluding children, are maintained here, each of 
whom cannot be reckoned to coil lefs than 4L los* 
per annum^ and there are befides 300 out-penfioners. 
The only permanent fund for defraying this cx- 
pence is a tax of two per cent, on the valued rents 
of the citj, which may bring in about 600 annu- 
ally ; and there are other funds which yield aboot 
4c ol. The reft is derived from coUedions at the 
church doors and voluntary contributions \ but as 
thefe always fall ihort of what is requifite, recourfe 
nuft frequently be had to extraordinary collec- 
tions. The fum ariiing from the rents of the city, 
however, is conftantly increafing ; hut the Members - 
of the College ofjujlice are exempted from the tax* 

There are two other charity workhoufes in the 
fuburbs much on the fame plan with that now def- 
cribed ; one in the Canongate, and the other in St 
Cuthbert's or Weft Kirk parifli. 

To this account of the charitable eftabliihments 
in Edinburgh, we ihall add thatoffbme others, 
'which, though not calculated to decorate the city 
by any public building, are perhaps no lefs defer v« 
ing of praife than any we have mentioned. The 
firft is that of Captain William Horn ; who left 
3500I. in truft ^0 the magiftrates, the annual pro* 
fits to be divided on Chrifttnas day to poor out-day 
labourers, who muft at that feafon of the year be 
deftitute of employment ; five pounds to be given 
to thofe who have large families, and one half to 
thofe who have fmaU^r^ 

Another 
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Another charity is that of Robert Johnfton, L. L. 
D. of London, who, in 1640, left 3000I. to the 
poor of this city ; lOOoL to be employed in fetting 
them to work ; another loool. to clothe the boys 
in Heriot's Hofpital ; and the third lOool. to bur* 
fers at the univerfity. 

About the beginning of this century, John Strai- 
chcn Irft his eftate of Craigcrook, now upwards of 
300I. a-ycar, in truft to the prefbytery of £din* 
burgh, to be by them difpofcd of in fmall fums to 
poor old people not under 65 years of age, and to 
orphans not above 12. 

There is bcfides a fociety for the fupport of the 
induftrious poor^ another for the indigent fick, and 
there are alfo many charity fchools. — Oppofite to 
the Charity Workhoufe, on the eafi fide, is Bed^ 
tatfi^ appropriated for the reception of perfons dif- 
ordered in mind* 

RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS. 

It now remains only to fpcak fomething of the 
religious and civil eftabUlhments of this metropolis* 
The highcft of the former is the General AJemhly 
of the Church of Scatland, who meet here annualW 
in the month of May, in an aifle of the church of 
St Giles fitted up on purpofe for them. Tho 
throne is filled by a commifiioner from his Majeily^ 
but he neither debates nor votes. He calls them- 
together, and difTolves them at the appointed time 
in the name of the King \ but they call and difTolve 
I % themfelves 
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themfelves in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift* 
•This Aflemblj confifts of 350 members, chofenouc 
of the various prefbjteries throughout the king, 
dom : and the debates are often verj interefting and 
eloquent. This is the fupreme ecclefiaftical court 
in Scotland, to which appeals ly from the inferior 
ones. 

Tlie ecclefiaftical court next in dignity to the 
Afiemblj is the Synod of Lothian and T^veddale^ 
who meet in the fame place in April and Notrein- 
bcr ; and next to them is the Prejbytery of Edin^ 
iurgb. Theie meet on the loft Wednefdaj of every 
month ; and are trufiees on the fund for miniflers^ 
widows* The J have a hall in Scott^s cldfe, where 
there is a gtK>d pifture of Dr Webfter by Martin^ 
which was put up at the expence of the truftees^ 
out of gratitude for the trouble he took in planning; 
and fully eilahliihing the fund. 

Ti^ Society for Propagating Chrijlian Knowledge^ 
in the Highlands, and IJlands of Scotland^ was cfta- 
blifhcd a body corporate \j Queen Anne in the 
Vear 1709, for the purpofe of eredling fchools to 
inftrua poor children in the principles of Chriflfc 
anity, as well as in reading and writing. The fo- 
bicry have a liall in Warrifton's clofe, where their 
bufinefs is tranfa£ted. From time to time they 
have received large contributions, which have al* 
ways been very propcrlv aipplied ; and for much 
the fame purpofe bis Majclly gives loool. annually- 

to 
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to the General Aflembly of the Church of Scotland,. 
i;vhich is employed by a commitee of their number 
for inflrudling the poor highianders la; the priaci« 
pies of the Chrifiiaa religion. 

Vhe Ear/g Church at Edinburgh was built about 
24 years ago. by fubfcriptiou for the fame laudable, 
purpofe. Great numbers of people refort to the 
metropolis from the Highlands^ who underiland 
no other language but their own, and confequently; 
have no opportunity; of inftruftion without it \ an4 
a moil remarkable proof of the benefit they have 
received from it is, that though the church is 
capable of holding loco people, yet it is not large 
enough for thofe who apply for feats. The miuif* 
ter has \Qoh per annum arifing from the feat-rents^, 
and holds communion with the church of Scotland. 
The eftablifhajent was promoted by William Dick« 
ion dyer in Kuinburgh. 

Befidcs the rtligicus eflablifiimcnts above men- 
tionedy there are in Edinburgh the following 
parochial churches, of which the limits of this 
work will not allow us to give a particular dc* 
fcfiption. 

I. The Old and New Grey Friar* s Churches ^ two 
contiguous buiidiiigs ; the one built in i6i2, and 
the other in 1721. The former is remarkable for 
having been the prifon of the covenanters during 
the troubles of the reign of Charles II.. On the 
?thof May 1718, part of the faxae church was 
1 3 blown 
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blown up by guo-powder, belonging to tbe towtk^ 
which had been lodged in the fieeple. 

ft. lady TCefltt^i Churchy founded in 1647, ^ 
Dame Margaret Ker, Lady Yefter* 

3. trinity College Churchy founded in 14629 by' 
Mury of Gucldres, Queen of James 11. in honour 
of tbe Holy Trinity, called fioce the Reformation^ 
the College^Kiri. 

4. The Church of St Cuthbert'*s^ commoiity ealled 
the Wefi Kirk^ wbofe partlh is cdeemed the rich^ 
and moft populous in Scotland. This church ap- 
pears to be of great antiquity, as, in the charter of 
foundation of the monailery of Holyrood-houle, 
there is mention of donations made to it by the 
ufurper Macbeth. Some years ago, this ehurch 
becoming ruinous, a new one was «reded, whv^ 
has been lately ornamented with a handfome Cpire* 

Owing to great increafe of the number of inha* 
bitants in the parifh of St Cuthbert^s; it was found 
neceffary to ereS a place of woribip for their ac- 
comtuodation. A Chapel of Eafe was accordingly- 
built by fubfcription. The landholders and kirk*- 
fei&on of the parifh of^ Cuthbert*s have the go- 
vernment of ail matters refpeding this chapel, .and 
the right of electing the minifier. 

There is another chapel,' founded by Lady Gle- 
norchy in the year 1 772, called Lady Clenorcby^s 
^hafelf whofe minifter holds communion with the 
Church of Scotland. 

A. chapel has been aUb built for the accommo* 

oacion 
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AitioR efpart-of a very nunterous congregation, 
l)e]onging to tb« Canongate Church. 
' Befidcs thcfe, there are a great many other place* 
of worfliip tn thw city, bel^mging to different feda* 
viest t€K> tedious to enunierate. 

POWTICAI^ COJSSTITrTION. 

With regard to the Political Conftitution of Edin- 
fcurgb, the town-council have the direSioa of all 
public affairs. The ordinary covmjcil/Qionfifts only 
«f 25 perfons ; but the comicil ^^rdin^ry and exira^ 
ordinary^ of 33. The whole is coppofed of pieri- 
•chants or tradefnien, wfaofe refpedive powers and 
dnterefts are fo interwoven, that a balance is pre- 
iierved between the two bodies. The;^. meaibers of 
4he tpwn*cou&cil are partly eleded by the members 
3of the 14 incorporations, and they partly choofe 
.their own fuccefibrs* The ek&ion is made in the 
-following manaer ; Firfi, a lili or Utt of fix perfons 
is made out by each incorporation ; from which 
number, the deacon belonging to that incorporation 
«auft be chofcn. Thefe, lifts are then laid before 
.the ordinary council of aj, who *♦ Shorten the lee,u!^ 
by expiHigiug one, half ot the oame^ from each; 
iind from the three remaining opes th^ deacon is to 
J)e chofen. When this ele&ion is over, the new 
deacons are prefented to the ordinary comncili who 
choofe fix of them to be meoibers of their body» 
And the .fi& deacons oi ;lalt. year then walk off. The 
«eouncU of 23 vxisx proceed to the election of three 

merchant 
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nierchmnt and two trades couDfellors. The mem^ 
bcrs of council* who now amount to 33 in number^ 
then make out leets^ from which the lord provoil, 
dean of guild* treafurer, and bailiea mult be chofen^ 
The candidates for each of thefe offices are three i^ 
number ; and the cle&ion is made hj the 30 mem- 
bers of council already mentioned, joined; to the 
eight eMtraordinary council- deacons. 

The Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, who is ftjle4 
Right Hott^mrubU^ is high-iheriff, coroner, and ad- 
miral, within the citj and liberties, and the town^ 
harbour, and ro^d of Leith. He has alfo a juris- 
diction in matters of life and death. He is prefes 
of the convention of royal boroughs, colonel o£ the 
trained band^, commander of the citj-guard, and 
of Edinburgh jail. In the city he has the precew 
dency of all the great officers of date and of the 
nobility ; walking on the right hand of the king» 
or of his majei)y*s commiffionei, and has the pri* 
vilege of having a fword and mace carried before 
him. Under him are four magiltrates, called bai^ 
iies^ wholV: office is much the fame with that of al» 
dcrman in London. There is alio a dean of guild,, 
who has the charge of public buildings, and wich*^ 
out whofe warrant no houfe or building can be 
ereded within the city. He has a council to con«> 
fult, with a nominal treafurer, who iormerly bad 
the keeping of the town's money, wbich is now 
given to the chamberlain. Thefe fevcn are eleded 
annually j who, with the fevea of che former year, 

three 
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three merchants and two trades counfellors, and 14 
deacons or prefefes of incorporated trades, making 
in all 33, forai the council of the citj, and have 
the fole management and difpofal of the citj reve- 
nues ; bj which means they have the difpofal of 
places to the amoant of 20)0ool. annuallj. For- 
merly the provoft ivas alfb an officer in the Scots 
parliament. The magiilrates are fhe riffs-depute 
and juftices of the peace s and the town council are 
alfo patrons of all the churches in Edinburgh, pa« 
trons of the univerfity, aud elefiors of the city's 
reprefentative in parliament. They have befides a 
very ample jurifdi&ion both civil and ciiminal* 
They are fuperiors'of the Canongate, Portiburgb^ 
«aud Leith ; and appoint over thefe ceitain of their 
own number, who are called iaron baiiiej ; but the 
perfon who prefides over Lekh has the title of ad- 
tniral^ becauic he hath there a jurifdidioa over ma- 
xitime affairs. The baron bailies appoint one or 
two of the tnhdHtaots of their refpedive diftrids to 
be their fubfliLutes, and thefe are called refident bai^ 
ties. They hold courts in abfencc of the baron- bai- 
lies, for petty offcuces, and difcuffiug civil caufes of 
little taoment* 

TOWN GUARD* 

- N© city ifl t'he world affords greater fccurity t^ 
<he mhabnants in thtir pei fons and properties than 
Edinburgh. Robb^^ries are here very tare, and a 
flrccc^iftttcdcr iiaii^ly kaowa v^ the memory of 

man : 
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man ; fo that a perfon may walk the flreets in any 
hour of the night in perfeft fecurity. This is in 
a great meafure owing to the Town^Guard. This 
infiitutioQ originated from the conflernation into 
which the citizens were thrown after the battle of 
Flowden. At that time, the town*council com-* 
manded the inhabitants to afiemble in defence af 
the city, and every fourth man to be on duty each 
night. This introduced a kind of perfonal duty 
for the defence of the town, called watching and 
Warding ; by which the trading part of the inhst- 
bicants were obh'ged in perfon to watch alternately, 
in order to prevent or fupprefs^ occaConal 'diftur* 
bailees. This, however, becoming in time ex. 
tremely inconvenient, the town-council, in 1648^ 
appointed a body of 60 men to be raifed ; the cap- 
tain of which was to have a monthly pay of 
III. 2s« 3d. two lieutenants of 2I. each, two ftr. 
jeants of xl. 5s. and the private men of 15s* each. 
No regular fund was eftablifhed for defraying this 
expence ; the confequence of which was, that the 
old method of watching and warding was refumed : 
but the peof le on whom this fervice devolved were 
now became fo relaxed in their difcipline* that the 
magiftrates were threatened with having the king's 
troops quartered in the city, if they did not ap- 
point a fufEcient guard. On this 40 men were 
raifed in 1679, and in 1682 the number was in- 
creafcd to io8. After the revolution, the town* 
council complained of the guard as a grievance, 
and rcqueiled parliament that it might be removed* 

Theii? 
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Their rcqueft was immediately granted, and the 
old method of watching and warding was renewed. 
This, however, was now fo intolerable, that the 
very next year they applied to parliament for leave 
to raife 126 men for the defence of the city, and to 
tax the citizens for their payment. This being 
grantedj the corps was raifed which dill continues 
under the name of the H own- Guard. At prefent 
the effabliihment confifts of three officers and about 
90 men, who mount guard by turns : The officers 
have a lieutenants pay; the ferjeants, corporals, 
drummers, and common foldiers, the fame with 
thofe of the army. Their arms are the fame with 
thofe of the king's forces ; but when called upon 
to quell mobs, they ufe Lochaber-axes, a part of 
the ancient Scottiih armour now in ufe,only among 
themfelves. 

The Town-Guard are paid chiefly by a tax on 
the trading people ; thefe being the only perfons 
formerly fubjeft to watching and warding. This 
tax, however, amounts only to 125CL; and, as the 
expence of the Guard amounts to I4Qo1. the ma- 
giflrates are obliged to defray the additional charge 
by other means. 

MILITIA OR TRAINED BANDS, ^C. 

The Militia or Trained Bands of the city confift 
of 16 companies of lOO men each. They were in 
ufe to turn out every king's birth-day -, but- only 
the officers now remain, who are chofen annually. 

Thev 
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Tbey confift of z6 captains, as many lieutetiaBts 
tod enfigns ; the Provofti as has abvadj been caeci* 
tioned, being the colonel. Thefe are alfo a fuffi« 
cieat number of ConJlabUs appointed by the magif. 
trates from among the trading pert of the people. 

NUMBER OF INHABITANTS* 

TftE number of inhabitants in the city of Kdin- 
burgh is fomewhat uncertain, and has bom very 
variouflj calculated. By a furtey made in the 
year 1775, it appears that the number of families 
in the city, Canongate, and other fuburbs, and (;he 
town of Leith, amounted to 13,806. The i^i&^ 
culty, therefore, is to ftx the number of penfbns in 
a family. J)r Price fijces this number at four and 
one*tenth ; Mr Maitland^ at five and one^half -, and 
Mr Arnot, at fix ; fo that, according to this laft 
gentleman, the vrhole number of inhabitants is 
82,836 ; to which he thinks 1400 more may be 
added for thofe in garrift^na, hofpitals. Sec. An 
enumeration fince made for that valuable work. 
Sir John Sinclair's Statiftical Acceuttt r>f Scotland^ 
has given only 84,886. But this enumeration is 
without doubt confiderably under the truth ; and 
there are hardly fewer than 10 d,coo fouls at this 
time in Edinburgh. There are in Eaiuburgh 14 
incorporations, capable of choofing their own dea- 
cons ; viz. The royal college of furgeons ; the 
corporations of goldfmiths, (kinners, furriers, ham- 
mermen, Wrights and mafons, taylors, bakers, 

butchers^ 
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•butchers, {hoemakers, weavers, waukcrs, boanct- 
makers, and merchant^company. The revenue of 
the citji ariiiog partlj from duties of diSerent 
kinds, and partly from landed property, is efti- 
xnated at about 6o,oool. per annum. 

The markets of Edinburgh are plentifully fup- 
plied with all forts of provilions. Freih butcher 
meat, as well as fowl and fifli, if the wea« 
ther permit, may be had every day ; and no city 
can be better fopplied with garden ftufis. The £• 
dinburgh ftrawberries, particularly, are remark- 
ably large and fine. A remarkable inftance of the 
plenty of provifions with which Edinburgh is fup- 
plied, was obferved in the year 1779, when feveral 
.large fleetSf all of them in want of aecefTaries, ar- 
, rived in the Forth, to the amount of about 500 
fail» and having on board at leaft 20,000 men; 
yet the increafed confumption of provifions, which 
certainly eofued upon the arrival of fo many (Iran- 
gers, made not the leaft increafe in the rate of the 
markets, infomuch that feveral vi&ualling ihips 
fent down by the navy board, returned without 
opening their hatches. The city-mills are let to 
the corporation of bakers in Edinburgh ; and the 
bread made in the city is remarkable for its goodnefs. 

Edinburgh is fupplied with water brought for 
fome miles in pipes, and lodged in two refervoirs 
from whence it is diftributed through the city both 
to public wells and private families. A revenue 
accrues to the town from the latter, which muft 
undoubtedly increafe in proportion as the city ex- 
tends in magnitude. 

K Ther- 
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There are but few merchants in Edinburgh, taoft 
of them refiding at the port of Leith ; fo that the 
fupport of the city depends on the confumption of 
the neceflgries as well as the fiiperfluities of life. 
There are five different forts of people on \^hom 
the lhop*keepers, publicans, and different trades 
depend : i. The people of the law, who are a verj 
refpefiable body in the city. 2. The number of 
young people of both fexes who come to town for 
their education, many of the parents of whom come 
along with them. 3. The country gentlemen, gen- 
tlemen of the army and navy, and people who have 
made their fortunes abroad, &c. all of whom come 
to attend the public diverfions, or to fpend their 
time in fuch a manner as is moil agreeable to them. 
4. The vail concourfe of travellers from all pans. 
5* Mod of the money drawn for the rents of coun* 
try gentlemen is circulated among the bankers or 
other agents. 

At Edinburgh there are excellent manufaSures 
of linen and cambrics ; there are alfo manufa£lures 
of paper in the neighbourhood, and printing is car* 
ried on very cxtenfively. But for fome time the 
capital branch about Edinburgh has been building : 
which has gone on, and flill continues to do fo, with 
fuch rapidity, that the city has been increafed ex- 
ceedingly in its extent ; and it is not uncommon to 
fee a houfe built in a few months, and even inha- 
bited before the roof is quite finilhed. — Since the 
beginning of the prefent war, indeed, building has 
i>een greatly in decline, 

Bridewell* 
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BRIDEWELL. 

The want of a Bridewell was long felt in this 
city : this has been lately fupplicd, — On the 30th 
of November 17911 the foundation-ftone of the 
building intended for this purpofe, was laid with 
great folemnity, by the Right Honourable George 
Earl of Morton, Grand Mafter-Mafon of Scotland, 
attended by the Lord Provoft, Magiftrates and 
Council, in their robes, the Sheriff-depute, and a 
number of the noblemen and gentlemen of the 
county, arid affifled by all the lodges of Free Ma- 
fons in the city and vicinity. 

Two chryftal bottles, call on purpose at the 
Glafs-houfe of Leith, were depofited in the foun- 
dation-Hone; In one of thefts were put difr>::rent 
coins of the prefent reign, each of which being 
previoufly enveloped in Chryftal in fuch an inge- 
nious manner that tlie legend on the coins could 
be read without breaking the chryftal. In the 
other bottle were depofited twa rolls of vellum, 
containing the names of the prefent ofiicers of the 
Grand Lodge, and the prefent magiftrates of the 
city» together with an Edinburgh almanack, and 
a copy of each of the four newfpapers publiflied in 
this city. The bottles being carefully fealed up» 
were covered with a piece of copper wrapt in block 
tin J and upon the under fide of the copper were 
engraved the arms of the city of Edinburgh, the 
arms of the Earl of Morton, grand mafter mafon 
of Scotland, the arms of Mafonry, and the arms of 
K 2 the 
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the Right Honourable James Stirling, Lord Pro* 
voft of Edinburgh. On the upper fide of the plate 
is a Latin infcription, of which the following is an 
exaft copj: 

Regntnte Otor^io HI. 

Ad fieqnitiam 

Intn Urbem et Comitatum Edinbargefifem, 

Salutari Lahore coercendaro accominodau» 

Primum hujus £rga(loU Lapidcm 

Pofuit 

Vir N^biliiDfiiiit Gcorgius Comes de Morton* 

Oominua DoogUs de Lochlcvcn, etc. etc. 

Sodalieii Architedonici apud Sco'us Curio Maximus, 

Anno poft Chriftum Natnm M,DCC,XCI. 

Aerae astern Archite&onicae IdoIqCXCCV. 

— Dte ipfo Divi Andreae— • 

Urbis Confule Ampliffimo lacobo Stirling ; 

CoaMtatus Vicecomitc Vicario (oanoe Prlogie ; 

ArchitcAo Roberto Adam. 

Tins building was finiflied in the year 1795- Tt 
is fotnewhat in the faflilon of a Gothic caftlc. It 
flands eaftward from the burying-ground, on the 
ibuth fide of the Calton-hilJ. It is round, with 
narrow apertures for affording light and air ; is 
furrounded by a high wall inclofing a confiderable 
area round the houfe 5 — the entrance is by a ftrong 
gate on the north fide ; — the porter's lodge, and 
the apartments for the keeper, with the whole 
fiont, are fo difpofed, as to prefent very much the 
afpeft of the approach to a regularly fortified caflle. 
The fit nation is excellent for a place of confine- 
ment. And it is hoped that fuch attention will be 
paid in the management, to order, cleanlinefs^ 
healthinefs, and correftion and refiraint without 
tyranny; as may tender its utility fenfibly felt, in 
the reclaiming of Oie worthlcfe part of the com-i 
munity. 

ENVIRONS. 
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THE ENVIRONS OF EDINBURGH. 

Edinburgh being iituate fo near to thefeafhore, 
is, bj confeqiience, confiderabljr confined in its 
profpe^s, bj the nature of the interior country ; 
ivhich, at fome diftance around it, rifes, almoft on 
all hands, to a greater height than that of its £tu« 
ation above the level of the fea. The infulated 
mounts likewife, which tower up on different fides 
near to the city, ob(lru& and (hut up the view on 
ihofe quarters on which they ly'; neither is the 
fcenery immediately around Ediciburgh culturedi 
ornamented, and enriched like the environs of Lon- 
don, and fome others of the great capitals of £ur« 
ope. To decoration fo fplendid, the wealth of a 
country, in which trade, manufactures, and agri* 
cultural improvement, are flill in their infancy ; 
or of a city, which is the feat neither of govern- 
ment, nor of opulent and entenfive commerce^ mnft, 
without doubt, long prove inadequate. 

Yet, under thefe difadvantages, Edinburgh cont- 
mands from its (Ireets, from its windows, or from 
the contiguous eminences, feveral profpefts more 
grand, pifturefque, or beautiful, than the mod. ce- 
lebrated of ihoftf which almoft any other town in 
Europe has to boaft of. And, in its environs, 
are fome ftately palaces^ with fumptuous gardens, 
and exteniive and wcU-laid-out pleafure-grounds 5 
feveral venerable, romantic, and ftrikingly piSur- 
K 3 cfquc 
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efque mint ; many handfome villas ; and a number 
of neat ornamented farm-boufes. The bay opening 
before it, the ouHintaioe fheltcrtng k at a diftiuicey 
the infulated hills fcattered lo cutioni irregcilaritjr 
more immediately aroand it, the lengthened ridgjcs 
and the deepening vales by which thefe are inter- 
fered, with the widening plains which extend oa 
two fides, compofe, all together, a feries^ of fcenerjr^ 
the mofl various and the moft interefting tha£ fan-* 
cy can eafily conceive. To make fuch places firik* 
ing or pleafing to the eye of n»an, Art can da tittle,, 
in comparifon with what has been dene by th« 
hand of Nature. 

Let the flranger who would contemplate tfi# 
fined profpefts in the environs of Edinburgh, vifir 
fome of iho^^ points of tnew from which they are 
known to be feen to the beft advantage. 

THE PROSPECT FROM THE CASTLB 

Is, on all hands, grand, various, and interefting. 
Eajiward^ the eye extends its view over the roidi. 
die parts of the city, to the town and harbour of 
Leith ; the expanfe of the bay to where the fea 
feems to be bounded by the meeting flty f the 
ihores of Fife on the one fide, and thofe of £aft 
Lothian and Berwickfliirc on the other, bending, 
like two horns, to embrace as it were the fiuduat- 
ing waters ; the fifhing towns which fringe either 
coaft ; the blue heights of the Bafs and North-Ber- 
wick- law 5 the rifing hillSf the, towns, villages* 

corn« 



K» VI R OKS OF HDIWBtni CH. Tl 9 

Coni-fieldsy and woods of Berwick-flilre and Ead 
Lothian, as they recede backwards froTn the fhore ; 
the rich extent of the lands of Fife, where they 
advance toward? St Andrews and the Fnth of Tay ; 
findy on the' foreground » of this wide profpe^V, the 
waters of the frith difitifing themfelTes into the 
bay ; the (hips in the roa<!s ; the rich parks and 
Tillas between Edinburgh and Leith ; the infttlsted 
heights of Calton-hill, Salifbury-craggs, and Ar- 
thur-feat, and the palace and abbey of Holyrpod* 
Houfe, immediafoly under the eye. Torning north' 
vrardt^ the fpe£latoF may difcern, from the fame 
fituation, the New Town clofe under hi» eye ; the 
the rich fields extending from Queen's (Ireet to the 
edge of the Frilh ; the majedic courfe of the wa- 
ters, and the iflets rifing amidft them, from Queenf- 
ferry and Inverkeithing, to Inchkeith and eafl^ward 
to the ifle of May ; the ftrrile, rich, and populous 
coafts of Fife: the cultivated extent of this coun« 
try, particularly the beautiful Lomond bills ; Lin« 
lithgow (htre^ and the (hires of Clackmannan and 
Kinrofs, extending, with a gradual elevation, weft<« 
ward $ and onwards to t^e weft and the north, the 
Ochit hills and the Grampian mountains, bounding 
tbe whole vaft area with a grand femicinntlav 
fweep. Wejiward is feen the lo^ng ridge of the 
heights of Corftorphine : the rich and cultivated 
plain by which thefe at« divided from the Pent* 
land-heights ; the range of the Pentland- heights ; 
and a wide traft of country, towards the diftant 
mountains,^ which form the weftern boundary of 

Stirlinglhire, 
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Stirlingfliire. On the Soutbfm fide, the ^rei 
ftill Taribus and interefting ; although quickJjr ^ 
rowed and confined hj the intervention of the Pc 
land hills, and of lower, jet elevated ridges, rii 
dill one beyond anotheri towards Twreeddale. a 
Selkirk (hire. This feries of profpe&s ivill be h 
enjojcd in the fiill light of a verj clear daj, j»h 
the (hadows are not greatlj lengthened, but t] 
fun has either advanced near to his meridian heigh 
or has not declined far from it. 

After viewing the circumjacent country froc 
the cafile, let the ftranger next repair iu the eve< 
niDg or the momipg to 

queen's street. 

As he walks along this fine ftrecti between ead 
and wefi, his eyes will quickly be attracted to the 
northern, the north«weft, and the north^eail prof- 
peds. The fame fcenery was already beheld from 
the caftle ; but the point of view being now differ, 
ent, and the limits of the horizon contraded ; the 
efFed to the eye of tafie is wholly changed, and, 
perhaps* not a little improved. Evening and 
morning are the isoft advantageous times in the 
day for the enjoyment of this profpeA ; becaufe 
the furface is fo level, for a great extent, a$ to 
require even more (hade than can be obtained with- 
out a total privation of bright light, in order that it 
may give thofe pi&ure£que cfFcfts which render it 
truly intereiling. About fun>rife and for fome 

time 
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time after it, in the morning, the opening of the 
frith is fccn to the greatcft advantage from Queen's 
Street. Nothing can be more enchanting than 
the foft golden colours which the fctting fan is 
feen, from the fame point of view, to (hed over 
the weft. 

But, for fine plfturefque efieft, the views from 

SALISBURy-CRAGGS^ 

Are perhaps fuperior to any others about Edin-^ 

burgh. Afccnding, at the fouth-caft end, that fort 

of femicircular terrafs, which has been gradually 

formed around thefe heights, by the quarrying 

away of the rocks for paving and building ; we 

have firtl under the eye, a fmiling profpeft of the 

fields and villas to the fouth-weft, with Pentland- 

heighta riling within the view, almoll ftraightweft. 

Walking foftly onwards, wc perceive the fcene to 

fliift flowly from before us ; and the whole mafs 

of the buildings of the old town ; and beyond it 

the noble vale which fcparates the Pentland-heights 

from thofe of Corftorphine come fully into view. 

The buildings of the town are here, perh^ips, too 

clofe upon the foreground to produce the bcft pof- 

fible effe£l : But, if the fun b? now low in the hea^ 

vens, fo that the Kghts may be ftrongly cohtVafled 

with fliades, there is fomething inexprcffibly pic- 

turefque and interefting in the fight ; and the vale 

beyond, and the heights rlfing on cither fide of it^ 

produce alfo a contraft of a peculiar kind, to the 

h^avy 
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heavy and crowded foreground. It is, perhaps, 
to it» fingularity that this profped owes its very 
ftriking effed. Proceeding farther along the front 
of the hilly we foon perceive the beautiful flreets 
of the New Town ; the. toweling rock of the Caf- 
tie ; the delightful fields extending from Queen's 
Street to the Frith ; the moving, winding expanfe 
of the Frith j the territory of Fife beyond i*; ; and 
a wide range of country to the weft ; to unfold 
themfelves all together lo the eye in one feries of 
fcenes of unfpeakable beauty. Where the path 
winds around to the north^eaft, the harbour of 
I«eith, the towns of Bamt-ifland, Kinghorn, and 
Kirkcaldy, the iflands of Inch-keith iand May, the 
coaft of Fife, and all the north^eaft fide ofiht Frith, 
prefent themfelves to the view. 

. THE WALK AROUND CALTOJ^-HILI, 

Commands a very interefling profpcft of tlic 
Frith and its (hores ; of the New town and the 
beautiful country fkirting it, on the northern fide; 
of the Caftle and the Old Town j of the towering 
, cliffs of Arthur 's-feat and Salifbury-craggs ; and a 
wide extent of other fcenery. The objeds feeu 
.from it are, indeed, for the moft part, the fame as 
thofe which are viewed from the caflle, and from 
Salt(bury-craggs ; but the point of view and the 
order of the fcenes being here different, the effed 
to the eye is little Icfs novel and ilriking, than if 
ti)e objcds had utv^t bcca beheld before. It is 

unluckj 
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lanlackj that no means can be readily ecnpiojed to 
render the Calton*hill fooiewhat more eafily acceC- 
jible to the ilranger and to the citizen. Should t\\t 
views of the furrounding fcenery tire the beholder, 
he may afcend to the Obfervatorj, and through the 
telefcopes of Shorty raife his contemplations to the 
liars ; or turn hi» ftepf to the fouth-weft corner of 
the hill, and there meditate among the tombs ; or he 
may turn from thefe a ihort way eaftward, and, at 
the New BrideweUj figh over a monument of the 
wickednefs and mifery of human nature, and of 
the evils which man in fociety is compelled to in« 
flid upon man. 

It will next be proper to climb the noble hill of 

Arthur's sjeat. 

Ths fteepnefs of. all, except the eaftern fide. of 
this hilly renders it exceedingly difficult of accefs. 
It is a vaft irregular pile of columnar rocks, which 
may poffibly have owed their origin to fome voU 
canic prccefles in the grand elaboratory of nature. 
After rifing to its middle height, it is broken into 
feveral different fummits that furround a fort of 
marfliy plain into which the middle fpace fubfides. 
Of thefe feveral fummits, that which is by far the 
lofticft, towers up at the wcftern extremity of the 
hill, to a great elevation above the height of every 
contiguous eminence. The, profped which it com- 
mands, is even more gr- • and extenfive than that 
feen from the caitle. It comprehends all the fame 

objcfts ; 
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objeds ; bat, on all hands, expands the limits of 
the horizon ; and particularlj towards the eaft and 
the foathi«aft« affords a oiuch more diftinfi vie-w of 
the bay and its eoafis ; and of the beautifally cuU 
tiTated territory of £aft Lothian* On the eallem 
declivity of this hill, the eye and inmginatioa are 
delighted with a yery advantageous view of Dud* 
dingfion»houfei the adjacent village, and the finely ^ 
ornamented grounds lying around. This fxnal] 
landfcape, which may be eafily contemplated, as if 
it were wholly detached from the circan>jacent 
country ; may be feen from the indicated point of i 
view, with all the curioufly interelling effects of a 
fine landlcape-painting. 

The view of the environs of Edinbnrgli, from 
the feveral ftatiOns which have been above pointed 
out, cannot fail to fuggeft to the fpeftator, a wifli 
to vifit the more remarkable of thofe towns, vil- 
lages, and noble feats, that have thus been feen, in 
dillant profped. 

THE TOWN AND HARBOUR OF LJEITS 

Are likely to be, within no long period, con- 
ne&ed with Edinburgh, by the continuation of the 
buildings along the iides of the fooUwalk and the 
highway, which lead from the capital to i\s fea-ftort- 
town. The diflance from the High Street of Edin- 
burgh to the farthed extremity of the Pier of Leith* 
does not exceed two miles. An excellent foot- 
way, carefully barred againft horfes and carrisges, 

coudads 
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condufts US from Edinburgh to Leith by a very a- 
greeable walk- 

The town of Leith is fituated at the very angle 
where the frith fuddenly expands itfelf into a bay. 
Its buildings appear to have been originally ex- 
tended eaftward from the fmall river of Leith, a- 
long the fhore ; but, at a due diftance above the 
tide-mark. It had then no other harbour* than 
the mouth of the river ;: — all its {hipping confifted 
of fome few fifliing-boats 5 — ftrangers began to im- 
port their commodities ; — a rude mole was form- 
ed ; — the inhabitants of the town multiplied^ and 
its buildings were extended; — a wall, and fome 
other fortifications were conilruAed for its fecu- 
rity. Trade, increafing with the increafed prof- 
perity and opulence of the whole kingdom, under 
the Jameses, demanded an improvement of the 
harbour, and an addition to the houfes and flreets 
of the town. Intercourfe with France, in the reign 
of Mary, and with England, after the acccffion of 
James VI. to the Englifli throne, greatly augment- 
ed the traffic and the profperity of Leith. Between 
the end of the fixteenth and the middle of the 
eighteenth century, it grew up, in that fafliion 
which had its origin in the necefSty of crowding 
habitations together within walls, and in the utter 
negleft of almofl every accommodation, except 
merely fccurity and flielter ; into a number of ir- 
regular and narrow ftreets, the houfes of which 
confifted of a number of fmall ftohes, with thic't 
walls, and dark narrow windows. All events that 
L hav* 
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have fioce promoted the opulence and eztenfion of 
Edinburgh ; the commercial intcrcourfe of Scotland 
vith England, or with Spain, France, Flanders, the 
north of Germanj, and the countries on the Sal« 
tic ; or the internal improvement of the middle 
and eaftem did rids of Scotland j— have alfo con- 
tributed to increafe the trade and the wealth of 
Eeith. The trade with America and the 'We^ 
Indies, indeed, centering rather in Glafgow, and in 
the fea*port-towns on the weftern coaft, did not en- 
rich Leith or Edinburgh in the fame proportion in 
which it enriched the middle and the weftern parts 
of the Kingdom. But, fince the period of the 
American war, a larger (hare of the commert/ai 
capital of the nation has been transferred towards 
the eaftern fide of the Kingdom ; and the trade o( 
Leith in particular has been greatly extended. The 
merchants of Leith take a profitable ihare in the 
Greenland whale- filhery ; they trade to a large an- 
nual amount with RufHa ; they have, likewife, a 
confiderable commercial intercourfe with Denmark 
and Sweden ; with Hamburgh, Oftend, and the fea* 
port^towns of Holland ; they trade alfo to the 
coafts of the Meditenanean ; and they have latelj 
begun to take fome part in the dire£t trade to th 
Weft Indies and to America. But their chici 
trade is with London and other towns on the 
eaftern coaft of England, and with the inland towns 
on the Frith of Forth ; as alfo with Glafgow an^ 
the wefteco diftrifls, by means of the navigable 

canal 
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canal making a jun£tion between the Forth and the 
Clyde. 

The toivn of Leith, which has in this manner 
arifen and increafed to its prefent magnitude, 
fpreads itfelf out for a confiderable extent, from its 
north«weft to its fouth-eaft extremity, and from its 
caftern limits on the fea Ihore, to where it advances 
towards Edinburgh. At the fea-fliore, the houfes 
extend, with fome irregularity of difpofition, a- 
round the harbour. The ftreet named the Kirk- 
gate, by which a perfon approaching from Edin- 
burgh firil enters Leith, feems to have been, next 
after the half-ftreet lying round the harbour, the 
principal part of the town, until within thcfe laft 
twenty years. It has within this period, been 
enlarged by the addition of feveral new ftreets on 
its fouth-eaft quarter ; but ftill more^ by a range 
of villas with gardens, which arc fcattered on thi* 
fide of it in a charming irregularity, that renders 
it difficult tt> diftinguiflb whether they are to be 
reckoned to belong pr<5pcrly to the town or to the 
country. The J^/jry; the jbr^zfir-^M^e affording 
- ready accefs to the northern fide of the quay ;* the 
Jbips in the harbour, and in the adjacent road ; the 
open field named the Linis, which is frequented by 
players at the golf ; the Sands, which are the fcene 
of the races ; fome roperies and other manufafto- 
rics ; the old part of the town for the ftrength and 
gloominefs of its buildings, and for the narrowncfs 
and dirtincfs of its ftreets ; and the newjreets and 
kou/esf for their lightnefs, commodioofnefe and ele* 
L %. gan<^A 
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gance,«^re the principal obje&s in Leith, that de- 
fcrvc to be particularly pointed out to the firan- 
ger*s notice. It is divided into two pariibes, under 
the names of North and South Leith. It is a depend. 
ent burgh, fobjeft to the governoaent of the magif. 
tracj of Edinburgh • 

MUSSELBURGH, 

Is a fiihiog and commercial town, lying opon 
the coaft of the bay, at the diftance of about feven 
miles, between eaft and fouth-eall from Edinburgh* 
In the village of Fifier^row^ which may be con- 
fidered as belonging to Mufielburgh, dwell many 
families of thofe filhermen who fupply the irA- 
markets of Edinburgh, and the adjacent to^ns. 
There are in Muffelburgh feveral refpeftable mer- 
chants engaged in the trade to the Baltic. The 
whole town may contain about four or five thou- 
fand inhabitants. Several gentlemen of o^.'^ratc 
yet eafy fortune, chufe to fix ^^^^^^^ refidence hcre^ 
forthefakeofthe-;;^^^^^^;^^ ^£ ^j^^;^ children, of 
^^^^VJ^llkng in the proper fcafons, of the vicinity 
of the metropolis, of the abundance of provifions^ 
of the agreeablenefs of the fituation of the town 
and its environs. 

THE 
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THE VILLAGE OF INVERESK, 

Situate on a rifihg ground, immediately nortB* 
weft from Muffelburgh,confiftsofhandfomehoufcs, 
and IS inhabited chiefly by genteel families. It has 
been called the Montpelicr of Scotland. Its fituatioa 
is, in truth, rcmatkably falubrious and pleafant. 

Two or. three miles caftward along the coaft 
from Mu0!elburgh, is 

PRESTONFANjr,- 

Likewife a fiifliing, mercantile, and manufaduring' 
town ; pleafantly iituate on the ihore, not large, but^ 
thjriving. 

HADDINGTONy 

The county town of Eaft Lothian or Hadding- 
ton-ihire, is a coniiderable town, about fixteen miles 
foutk-eaft from Edinburgh, pleafantly fituated in 
the middle of a fertile and well cultivated countryi. 
at feme miles diflance from the fea*coafL 

DALKEITH, 

Is a burgh of barony, charmingly (ituate be^ 
tween the two rivers, the North and South Elk, 
fix miles fouth from Edinburgh, three miles weft 
from Inverelk. It confifts of one main ftreet, ex- 
tending between eaft and weft, and of feveral crofs 
ftrcets or lanes, chiefly at the weft end. It is a 
L 3 much 
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much frequeated market for grain and cattle -, the 
fannors from the Eaft and the South Countr/ here 
meeting the butchers, vidaallcrs, and other dea- 
lers belooging to Edinburgh and its neighbour- 
hood. The two Elks are here €o near to their 
meeting, that the town entirel/ filis the breadth of 
the intermediate fpace between them } and it ma; 
be eafilj conceived that the ftream and its banks 
mud produce, on. each fide, eSeds uncomrooulj in- 
terelliog and pi£lurefque. The banks of the Nort/i 
Eik efpeciallj, are richly wooded. Convenient 
bridges cover, at proper diftances, both the Areams. 
A number of new buildings have already rifen on 
the northern bank of the north Eflt. All the cd' 
virons arc pleafiog, cultivated, and ornamcoteJ. 
Nor is it a fmall advantage to this town, in po^^^ 
of addition to the beauties of its neighbourhood, 
that the ducal palace of Dalkeith-houfe, and n^ 
noble park are immediately adjoining to it. 

Every ftranger who vifits Edinburgh and J^^ 
environs, with views of 7<«^tf, ought to examin® 
the banks of the two EJks^ from where they pou'" 
their conjoined waters into the bay at Muffelburgh, 
to their very fources ; the fcencry of their banks 
is every where interefting, often awful and ro- 
mantic j feveral feats of manufacture, and not a 
few handfome villas are fcattered near their ftreanaa 
for their whole length. The face of the interme- 
diate country, is beautifully variegated with hills 
and vales. Here plains flretch out ; there the 
ground I'wells into a ridge \ here again it rife;. 
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THE VILLAGE OF PENNYCUICK, 

Situated on the North-Effc, at about ten miles 
weft from Edinburgh, is fupported chit fly by jna- 
2iufa6lures of cotton-yarn and of paper j rifcs in a 
very pifturefque manner up the fide of an eminence, 
and fpreads beyond its height for fome length ovejr 
a lower lying tra6l of ground. Pennycuick'Houfi^ 
the feat of Sir John Clerki Baronet^ is at a fmall 
diftance wcftward. 

THE VILLAGE OF CORSTORPHINE, 

About four miles weftward from Edinburgh, 
on the road towards Linlithgow, owes its origin to 
the exiftence of a provoftry here in popifh times ; 
but retains nothing remarkable about it, except 
fome remains of its old religious buildings. 

Wedward from Leith about a mile along the 
ihore, is 

NEWHAVEN. 

A thriving filhing-village, from which the fifh- 
inarket of Edinburgh receives a great fliare of its 
ordinary fupplies. In fummer and autumn, New^ 
iaven and its neighbourhood are much frequented 
by the citizens of Edinburgh, who repair hither for 
the fake of fea-bathing, and for rural exercife and 
air, 

A mile 
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A mile and a half farther on is the village of 

CRAMOND^ 

Situate at the point inhere the river jtlmtmd^ 
falls into the frith of Forth. Its afpe^ is piAur. 
efque. It has ibme fmall trade. It has a good 
fchool ; and ^ves its name to the pariih in which 
it (lands. 

QUBENSFERRT 

Is an ancient burgh on the foutbem fide of tfie 
Frith, about eight miles diftant from Edinburgh ^ 
and is faid to have received its name, becaufe Queea 
Margaret, the wi£e of Malcolm Canmere, was ac* 
cuftomed to crofs the Frith bj this paflage» when* 
ever flie travelled between the caftle of Edinburgh 
and Dunfermline. This has been,, probablj ever 
fince that period, iht Ration of a regular ferr; for 
conveying paiTengers between the northern and» 
foutheni ffaores of the Frith.. Oppofite to ity on 
the northern fide, ftiands the village of NoRTHt 
Ferrt,. which likewife owes its origin and fupport 
to the efiabliihment of the Ferry in this fituation. 
On. the height above rifes the burgh of Inv£R« 
KSITHINO, famous as the fcene of a defeat, here fuf. 
feced bj the Scottiih army from the forces of 
Cromwell. Below Inverkeithing, on the. fame 
northern fide of the Frith, is a fine natural bafon,. 
forming fuch a harbour as itrongly invites the bnr-^ 

gelTea 
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gefles of Inverkeithing to engage in a fea-faring 
traffic. Both Queensferrj and Inverkeithing pof- 
fefs fome trade, and exercife fome (hare of manu- 
f alluring induftry. Both are thriving in confe- 
quence of their advantageous fituation on the Frith, 
and of the flpurilhiug cultivation of the country 
round. 

LINLITHGOW.. 

The capital of the county to which it gives its 
name, is fituate at the diflance of about 16 miles 
weitward from Edinburgh, and 12 miles fouthward 
from the Frith. It has long been diftinguiihed for 
the palace of the kings of Scotland, which ftill 
Hands here, for its lake remarkable for beauty, 
and for its exquiiite ^i^^Z'j^ Ko traveller pafTes 
^^TCugii the country without vifiting it. ine 
Englifli, mailers: of Scotland in the reign of Ed- 
ward I. built here a cqfile^ or, as they termed it, a 
peel. This caftle was afterwards taken from them, 
for Robert Bruce, by William Bunnock, a neigh- 
bouring peafant. Bunnock fold a quantity of hay 
to the Englifli garrifon then in the caftle, which 
he was to deliver to the purchafers within the 
caftle^gates. Within his waggon, which was ap- 
parently filled with hay only, he concealed eight 
armed men. He himfelf, with his fervant, con- 
duced the horfes with their carriage. The gates 
were opened for their admifEon ; but, affoon as the 
waggon was dragged between, fo as to block them 

up 
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up from being Ihut, the men in armour, in concert 
"with Bunnock, fprang fuddenlj up ; the Englifh 
were overpowered and flain or difarmed, and the 
caftle was thus won and delivered up io Bruce* 

The. famous iron worh of Carron^ (land north* 
weft from Linlithgow^ towards Stirling. The 
neighbourhood of Carron affords abundance of rich 
iron-ores. Un wrought iron is likewife imported 
from the countries on the Baltic. Military ftores 
and domeftic utenfils of all forts, for which iron is 
the proper raw material^ are here manufadured in 
great abundance, for exportation and for home-con- 
fumption, greatly to the profit of the manufaftur- 
ing cotnpanj by which thefe works are condufted^ 
and to the accommodation and enriching of the 
country in general* 

BOKROWSTGUNNESS 

Is lefs diftant than Carron from Linlithgow, and 
tnay indeed be confidered as forming a fea-port to 
Linlithgow. It is a thriving trading town. Coals 
are an article of export from it. Its trade has been 
increafed by the vicinity of the iron-works of Car- 
ron, and by the navigable canal eftabli(hing a junc, 
tion between the Forth and the Clyde. Dunfertn* 
line and Alloa arc confiderable towns, fituate at 
different diftances on the oppofite fide of the Frith. 

STIRLING 
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STIRLING 

Is an ancient and confiderable burgh, forty miles 

diftant from Edinburgh, iituate on the Forth, a- 

bove the accefs of the tides, famous in the Scottifli 

hiilorj for its callle, for its bridge, and for the 

great events of which it has been the fcene. Its 

main ftreet rifes up the declivity of a hill, on the 

fammit of which (lands the caftle. It may contain 

fix or feven thoufand inhabitants. It has manu- 

fafturcs of linens, of tartan fluffs, of whifky» &c. 

The caftle was founded by the Anglo-Skxons in 

the eighth century, was rebuilt in the Norman 

fafbion, about the period of the reign of Malcolm 

Canmore, was frequently the place of the refidence 

of the Jameses, and, after all the vicifBtudes which 

it has experienced, is flill a place of confiderable 

ftiength. The profped from its battlements, is, 

beyond the power of defcription, interefling and 

gtand. About three miles fouth-weft from Stir- 

ling, is the fcene of the famous, battle of Bannock" 

burn. At fome diftance farther to the fouthwefli 

is the populous and thriving town of Falkirk. 

The eoajl 9fFife^ fo eafily accceffible at Stirling 
by the bridge, at Leith and Quccnsferry by the 
refpedive ferry-boats, well deferves to be vifited 
by the traveller. The coal and lime trade fupport 
a copious population upon its upper parts. Along 
its lower coafts, that induftry is earneftly cultivat- 
ed 
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ed, to ivhich a fertile foil, the opportanitj of na- 
vigatioOy and the vicinity of a great city nataralljr 
give rife. Bruttt-ijland^ Kingborn^ Kirkaidy^ -Dj^- 
fartf Wemyfs^ Largo^ and a number of other rmall 
townSi extend thick along the ffaore, to where St 
Andrews is feated at the fouthem extremity of the 
Frith of Tay. Fifhing, a coafting trade in coals 
and lime &c., the manufafture of checks and can- 
fas, with fome other modes of induftry, afford fup- 
port to the inhabitants of thefe pliices. Several of 
them were once more thriving than they are at 
prefent. They were kindly foftered by the favour 
of King James VI. who conferred upon moft of 
them the privileges of royal Burghs. The ancient 
fame and opulence of the univerfity of St Andrevrs, 
the eminent fcholars who have taught or ftudied 
in it, and its prefent ufefnlnefs as an excellent fe- 
minary for liberal in(!ru6lion, are univerfally 
known. The interior country is fertile, populous, 
and, for the moft part, well cultivated. Cupar^ 
reputed the county-town, is of fome confiderable 
extent and population. Auchtermuchty^ Newhurgh^ 
and Strathmiglo are fupported chiefly by a manu- 
f^i&urc of green linens • At Falkland are the rui- 
nous remains of what was once a ftately royal pa- 
lace. The Lomond hills^ anciently covered with 
wood, rife above Falkland with a beautiful oircular 
elevation. Abundance of wheat, barley, and oats, 
is produced on the cultivated lands of Fife. It has 
feveral fint-^reams which hold their courfe thro* 
it into the bay. Its furface is fo adorned and di- 

verfified 
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verfified, as to render its afpeft fufficicntly intereft* 
ing and agreeable. It pof&fTes elegant and fpa* 
cious edifices^ the feats of noblemen and gentlemeni 
Hs principal landholders* 

Befide this intlrrefting charader of the general 
fcenery of the country lying 6n all fides around 
£dinbargh, — befide whatever is worthy of notice 
in the towns and villages which are thus fcattered 
over thefe diftrifts ; there are a number of princely 
featSy which ne curious ftranger would not chufe to 
leave Edinburgh without vifitii^. 

THE PALACE AND PARK OF DALKEITH, 

Belonging to His Grace the Duke of Buc- 
cleugh, are eagerly feen and admired by all perfons 
of taft«. The park wall meets the eafteru end of 
the town of Dalkeith, The palace (lands at a very 
fmall dillance north-eaft from the gate opening in- 
to the town, and clofe upon the fouthern bank of 
itie North E&» The park extends, for fome miles 
in length, towards Muflelburgh and Invere&. Its 
breadth, between north and fouth, comprehends 
Come part of the feparate courfes, with the junftion 
of the two rivers, the North and the South Eflc. 
Its furface is diverfified as to level and elevation-— 
tall foreft trees, underwoods, fwelling knolls, and 
open lawns are fuitably intermingled within it. 
Magnificent flables and kitchen gardens ly at a due 
diftance from the palace. Deer, (heep, and black 
cattle, feeding within this park, ferve to enliven and 
adorn its fcenery. The principal apartments of 

M th- 
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tbe palace, are fpacioust magnificent aod futnp* 
toouflj . furniflied. The paintings muft be, in -a 
particular manner, higUjr interefiiog to every vU 
litor of tafte. One fet of rooms dill exhibits fur-* 
niture which was prefented bjJBLing Charles IT. 
to the Duke and Duchefs of Monmouth and 
Buccleugh, tbe fon and dai^hter-imlaw of that mo* 
narchy and anceilors of the prefent Duke of Buo- 
cleugh. In the hall are fome curious fpecimeos of 
interefiiog obje6ts of natural hifi^rj* 

MELVILLE, 

The newly built feat of the Right Honourable 
Henrj Dundas, (lands about a mile and a bulf 
between weft and north*weft above the town o£ 
Dalkeith, upon the northern bank of the^ortb 
£ik, and near to the village of Laffwade. Its (itu- 
ation is low ; but it feems to be a flatelj and com- 
modious houfe, and is not unworthy of notice. 

At the diflance of fome miles farther, towards 
the fources of the fame river, is 

HAWTHORNDEK, 

The feat of the celebrated William Drummond, 
the poet, hiftorian and flatefman, whofe works are 
one of the rooft honourable monuments of Scotti/h 
genius, fuch as it was in the beginning and middle 
of the fixteenth century. 

Hawtbornden is at but a fmall diflance from the 
irclebratcd ruinous caftle and chapel of 

ROSLiy 
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ROSLIN. 

The rums 'of this caftle (land on a romantic 
nook, around which, on three fides, the North Eik 
ibeautifully winds hs fttreara. On the north fide 
there is accefa to thefe rnins acrofe a bridge, 
t>erieath which no part of the ftream now runs, 
although it plainly appears, that, anciently, a 
branch of it was artificially eondufted this way^ 
'fo as completely to infulate the cailler Tnvefted 
aroand on all hands by rifing grounds, this caflle 
feeiDs to occupy, as it were, the arena of an atn« 
phitheatre. The ruinous walls of the caftle are 
in part flaiiding, bttt ly, partly, fcattered in vail 
fragments, which befpeak it to have been of amaz« 
ihg ftrength. Its area appears to have been of a 
large extent. The whole fpace inclofed,. a part of 
wrhich lies without the caftle wallsj and is cultivat- 
ed as a kitchen- garden, or planted with fruit and 
foreft-trees, may comprehend two or three acres. 
After the caftle Uy in ruins, a modeft dwelling- 
houfe was built within its precinfts, at the fouthern 
fide, in the beginning' of the laft century ; and this 
houfe ftill ftaiids and is habitable. The caftle it- 
felf appears to have been built about the end of the 
fourteenth century. On a rifing ground, about a 
furlong north, or nearly north^eaft, from the caftle 
'ftands the Chapel ; which is one of the moft. beau<* 
.tiful and entire remains of the richeft and moil 
ornamented ftyle of Gothic architedlure. Thefe 
precious remains are univerfally admired ; and arc 
fo freq^uently vifited by the citizens of Edin- 
M \ burgh^ 
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burgh» and the inhabitants of the circnmjacent 
country, that a good ion is fopported here for the 
catercaintnent of thofe vi£tants. The banks afford 
to careful culture, abundance of the fineft flavoured 
ft raw-berries : and to feaft upon ftraw-berries in 
thicir feafon, is not lefs than to vifit the ruins, an ob- 
jeft with thofe parties of pleafure which vifit RofliB. 

PENNYCUICK-HOUSE, 

The feat of Sir John Clerk, Baronet, is fituate 
about three oiiles farther weflward, fiill upon the 
banks of the North Elk. It is a handfome mcdera 
houfcy the principal rooms of which are fpacious, 
elegant, and fumptuouflj fumilhed. Of one room 
didinguiihed by the name of Offian^s Hall^ the roof 
is nohljr painted with hiiloric pieces from the poems 
afcribed toOiSan, The kitchen-gardens are extenfive 
and ikilfuUj cultivated. The ornamented grounds ly- 
ing around, are particularly worthy of perambula- 
tion and careful furvey. Their natural difpofition is 
fufliciently pifturefque ; and fuch ornaments have 
been fuperinduced upon them as are well adapted 
to improve this general efie£l. 

HOPETOUN-HOUSE, 

The feat of the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Hopetoun, is fituate upon the foutbcrn bank of 
the Forth, about ten miles weft ward from Edin- 
burgh. Around it is an extenfive t raft of noble 
woods and of highly ornamented pleafure-grounds. 
Within thcfe, and on the edge of the Frith, are 

fome 
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Jbme points of view, looking norths caft, and weft 
which afford profpeas iDCompftrablj grand and 
beautiful. The whole fweef^ of the Frrth, from, 
Stirling to Dunbar, maj be here comprehendei 
■almaft at one view. The edifice itfelf is a noble 
one, placed with its front to the eaft.. The whole 
ride from Edinburgh to Hopetoun- houfc, is exceed- 
ingly pleafing^ by the fine profpefts which it af- 
fords. The generous courtefy of the noble pro- 
prietor grants ready accefs to ftrangers, to wander- 
through thcfe enchanting grounds. No pkee ceoj 
be more interefting to the eye of tafte. 

Ib the immediate vicinity of the New Town of 
Edinburgh, the houfe o£ 

BELLE- VUlTy 

The feat of Mrs General Scott j and north fron» 
the river Leith,.the contiguous feats of Mt Rough- 
head of Inverleith, and of Colonel Mair are the: 
«Daft remarkably worthy of notice.. 

NEWBATTLE-HOUSEy 

T»E feat of the.Marquifa. of Lothian, fituatc o» 
the South £ik, about a mile weftward from Dal- 
keith, at the head of a fine plain, and within a 
noble park,, is one of the mod intetiefiing places- 
in thefe environs. It was once the £eat of a com- 
munity of regular Romiili clergy. Some of the 
.eld conventual buildings ftill remain* In the park^ 
are Ibme trees of extraordinary girth and height. 

]VI 3 ^ ^ ^ Soyxn 
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South from the South Eik extends a ridge of 
itfing grounds, flieltering the vale, and dividing k 
from another vale and river beyond the ridg«. In 
that vale (land a number of fine modern faoufes« 
highly worthy of notice i and feveral ruins of ve« 
nerable antiquity. 

BORTHWICK-CASTLB 

Is one of the mod fpacious and perfeft remains 
of the mixed military and civil architedure of the 
fourteenth century. 

OX£XFOORD-CASTL£» 

A MORE modem edifice^ is the well known feU 
of Sir John Dalrymple, Baronet* 

PRESTON-HALL 

Is the beautiful newly built manfion-houfe of 
Colonel Callander of Crichton. 

Thefe are the mod commanding foiais of view, 
—the moft interefting profpiBs^'-^tht moil confider* 
able towns and villages^ — the moft magnificent or 
handfome country^JeaU and v/'/ibj— — dcferving the 
notice of the citizen or the ftranger, in the environs 
of Edinburgh. This ihort account of them, how* 
ever unequal to their merits, V^ill at leaft ferve to 
fuggeft their names and fituations to enlightened 
and elegant curiofity* 
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To the foregoing Hiflory and Defcription qf ibe Ctty^ wi 
beg ieave to add the following Lifit and Regulations^ 
nvbich^ we hope^ will prove of very general ufe. 



ITST of the BANKS and bankers in Edinhurgb. 

BANK of Scotland, Old Bank Clofe, Lawnmarket. 

Royal Bank of Scotland, Crofs. 

Sir William Forbes, James Hunter and Co. Parliament Clofe. 

Meflrs Mansfield, Ramfay and Co. Royal Exchange. 

Donald Smith aiid Co. Front of Royal Exchange. 

Thomas Kinnear and Sons, ditto. 

Britiih Linen Company, Nether Bow. 

Seton, Houfton, and Co. Exchange. 

Robert Allan, Writers Court. 



MAILS. 

Tax Mail for London, and all over England^ departs with the 
Royal Mail Coach, every afternoon at half paft three oclock, 
Thurfday excepted, and reaches London early in the morning of 
the third day after : Arrives every morning, Wednefday excepted. 
Poftage to London, 7d. 

A mail is difpatched every Thurfday for the places north of 
London, and a mail arrives from thefe places every Wednefday. 

The Mails for North America, and the Weft Indies, are made 
up on Saturday, before the firil Wednefday of every month ; poft- 
age IS. 7d. ; and may or may not be paid to the Weft Indies ; buC 
to North Ameoica/niuft be paid at ingiving. 

Tucfdayt 
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TuetAxjt and Sandsfi, aft the proper da ji for g^^mg in letters 
to the Cootmeiic of Europe, and tlie arrivaJs are Moad^yu awyj 

There mvft be paid at £daibiirgh» widi «U §onSgh Itfuen^ as 
fc i l o m i 

To Holland, Fiance, Flaaden, and Ball India, ^d. 

To Spain, Portugal, and Gibralter, 2«. id. ; Port Mahon, is. lod. 

To Italy, Sicily, Turkey, Gemuny, Geneva, Switzerlaoci, I>cd. 
mrk, Sweden, and Roilia, zt. yd. 

N. B. An officer attends nij^t and day at the Genecal Poll 
Office, to di%atchcxpreffi» to any part of Britain. 



STAGE-COACHES. 

To LtiTB.— Three Coadies go firam the Crofr of Ediiibiit)gft «i 
the Shore of Leith every half hour. Tickets, 6d. 

From Dalkiith.-*Two Coaches ettfy uMHaing. (Sittdaiyt C3»> 
ceptcd) at nine o'clock, and return from the crois at eleven ; come 
back at four afternoon in Wintef, and five in Summer, and leave 
Edinburgh in Winter at fix, and in Summer at fcven in the eveo- 
mg. Tickets is. 6d. 

from Mu&seLBURGB. — Pour Coaches every morning at nine 
o'clock, and five in the afternoon in Summer, and four in Winter, 
and return two at eleven, one at twelve, and another at' one, and 
'fii in Winter and feven in Summer. Ticketo is. 3d. 

From Pristonpans.-— One every morning at nine o'clock, and 
returns at three in Winter, and four in Summer, from Stewart's 
High Street. Tickets is. 6d. 

To and from Haddington. — One every day at ten o'cbck,. 
from Sutherland's at the crofs. Tickets 48. 

To Pezblcs. — One from Archibald's, Candlcmakcr-rdw, crcry 
"Monday, Wednefday, and Friday, in Summer, and Tucfday and 
Friday in Winter, at nine in die moniing ; return feme days. 
Tickets s^ 

To 
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• To and from OLAioow. — One every morning at eight o'clock, 
from Robcrtfon's, head of Lcith Walk^ and Dick's, Glafgow. 
Another at the lame hour from Marihall's, Cowgate head, and 
Campbell's, Graffmarkct, and Paton% Glafgow. Another at the 
firnie hour, from Montgcmery's, Grailniarket, and Dunbar's, Glaf- 
gow. Another at the fame hour, from M«Kay'8, Graffmarkct, and 
Durrie's, Gla%ow. Another every morning at nine o'clock, from 
Warden's, Graflinarket, and Buchanan's^ Glafgow. Another every 
morning at eleven o'clock, firom ditto's, Graflmarket, and Durie's, 
Glafgow. 

To STiaLiNO-— One from M*Kay% Giaflmarket, every Tues- 
day, Thurfday, and Saturday ; returns from M*Kechnie's, Stirling^ 
every Monday, Wcdncfday, and Friday, at eight in the morning. 
Another from Mrs Gibfon's, Graffmarkct, every Monday, Wcd- 
ncfday, and Friday ; returns every Tucfday, Thurlday and Satur- 
day, from Wingate's, lame hour. Tickets 9s. 6d. 

To BiawicK-— A Diligence fcts out from D. M«Farlane\ cvery^ 
day, and from G. Hall's, Berwick, at fevcn o'cbck iln the morning. 
TickeU X7S. 8d. 

To LoNDoif by BiawiCK.— The Royal Mail Cpach fets oat 
from Dryfdale's, St Andrew's ftreet. New Town, every afbmoon» 
at half paft three o'clock, amvet at Newcaftle next mon^g at 
nine, and fame evening arrives at York at four o'clock, reaches 
XiOttdon the third morning from letting out, at five o'clock. Tich 
ket to London, 7L 7s. 

The Royal Charkytte Poft Coad& fett oat from Rbhertfon's,^ 
head of Letth Walk, every morning at three o'dodi. Tickets to 
London, 6L 68. 

To and from QuciNsriaaT^ — One every morning at nine, and 
four in the afternoon, from Warden's, Graflmarket. Tickets as^- 
To Peeth. — One every Tuefday, Thurfday, and Saturday, from 
Roberfon's, head of Leith Walk, at nine in the morning ; returns 
every Monday, Wcdnelday, and Friday, at fcven o'clock. Tic- 
kets IIS. 6d. 

To Aberoken, by Perth and Brechin^— One goes from Robert*- 
fon's, head of Leith Walk, every Tucfday, Thurfday, and Satur- 
day, at ten in the forenoon, and from Aberdeen every Monday, 
Wednefday, and Friday, at four in the morning. Tickeu 2I. 2$, 
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JtBiuiQii lif LkoAcT, Otte from Reid*sy SHfto P^rt, e^ery^ 
WodndSay aad Sacorday, at fbc a*dock lo the fnociiiii|^. Far« 
tciL dd. 

To Kztso«p*-Oiie from M'Fariane't, Caaengatc bead, every 
Tuelday, Thoifday, aad Saturday, at eigiit in die mofniiig. F8r€ 

To Linlithgow and Faikiak.«^-Oiic every day fitun Mur- 
ftall's, CowgAte head, at four o'clock aftemooa ; nt«n» fram Fat- 
kirk every moniag, at fix o*ckck| TickMi to liakt&fmvjt Jf. 6d» 
Tu Falkirk, s^ 

^f^ The above depaitur.s, &c. are frefuently alUred. 



EDINBURGH PARES OF HACKNEY COACHES. 



EotcbJing Tolls gnJ Kh^s Duttj. 

FROM any fan of tke city to aaotber^ or aay pact of I» a, d^ 

tke New Town, or ibkorbs, •— x — 

doe hoar*§ aticAdafiee, and to retime .^ x 6 

From Hanover Street, and other parts of tile New 
Town, weftward of that Artdt, to tke Caaoogate, be- 
hfWi or to the eaftward of St }ohn'§ croft, or to 
Nicholfon's Street, or other parts of the fuhurhs ca 

theionth, — I 6 

One hoar's attendance, and to return, — l — 

Feir every hour's attendance after the firft,, — ' x — ^ 

On Time within the city aad fubnrh^. 

For the firft hour, —16 

For every after hour, "^ * -^ 

Jto cafe a coach be detained Before ufing it, for every 
half hour in addition to the hire, — — . 6 

From. 
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IPrtrni the fomii end of Jiloitk Bridge Street* or fvom 
ain^ part of the New Town, caft qf Hanover Street, 
'to X<ettn, •«» J ( 

One hour*« attendance, and to retun^ «** 9t & 

From any part of >the High Street, or footh of it, or 

from Hanover Street, or weft of k, to L.eith, «^ 3 i» 

-One hour's attendance, and to ratuni, ... 3 «« 

I'rom the fouth end of North Bridge- Street, and from 
the eaftward of Hanover Street, to Broaghton, Aa- 
- tigua Street, or die 13io diftaace, i— r «— 

One hour*g attendance, and to return, -~ X 6 

From any other part of the city or fuburbs, ... I 6 

One hour's attendance, and to return, .— a «« 

From the fouth end of North Bridge Street, or any 
part of the New Town, to Drum&eugh, including 
tiie whole houfes to Braehead, or any part of the 
like diftance, ' . .— X .» 

Out hour*« attendance, and to. return, .^ I 5 

From any other part of the city or fuburbt, .. I 5 

One hour's attendance, and to return, ... 2 — • 

To any place within the Whitchoufe^oll, farther than 
Drumiheugh, 6d. of addition to each of the four laft 
mentioned fares. 
From any part of the Old Town to Gibbet or Grange- 
toll, or the like diftance, .«. X ^ 
One hour's attendance, and to return. 
From any part of the New Town to Gibbet or Grange- 
toll, or the like diftance, .^ 2 
One hour's attendance, and to return, 
To any of the following places, fctting down, viz. 
Dean, Dairy, Marchifton, eaft arid weft Grange,- 
Powbum, Reftalrig, Murrayfidd, &c 
Two hours attendance, and to return, 
^ Every hour's attendance, after the firft two, 
To any of the following places, fctting down, m. 

:Ncwhawen,BeUaiouBt,Gorgie, Blackford, &c -.- » 6 

Two hours attendance, and to return, .. 4 ... 

^A every hour's attendance, after the firft tw^, — j ... 

To 






— ». 






I4S BISCKIPTIOK or EDINBURGH* 

To the fbllo^rmg places, fetting down, viz. Dtykw, 

Corftorphine, Sanghton-haU, Slatcford, && ... 3 6 

Two houn attendance, and to retnm, ... ^ .. 

Every hour's attendance, alter the firft two, i-. j «. 
To any of the foUowing places, fcttkig down, viz, 

Kiddry, Edmonftone, SomcrveIl-hon£e, &c .^ 5 .- 

Two hours attendance, and to return, . .^ ^ .. 

£very hour alter the firft two, .. X — 
To any of the following places, letting down, viz. 

Crammond, Currie, Maviibank, LAflwade, &c. ... 7 ... 

Three hours attendance, and to return, — 9 -— , 

Xvery hour's attendance, after the -firft three, .. X — 
To any of the following places, fetting down, viz, 

Smeaton, Polton, Newbattle, Roflin, &c. -. g -. 

Three hours attendance, and to return, «._ lO -— 

Svery hour alter the firft three, .^ x .— 
To any of the following places, fetting down, viz. 

PreftoDpans, Kirklifton, Newliflon, ^c. — lO h— 

Three hours attendance, and to return, — - la — > 

Every hour's attendance after the firft three — . X —. 
To any of the foUowing places, fetting down, viz. Ar- 

nifton, Tranent, Elphinfton, Queensferry, &c. — la -^ 

Three hours attendance, and to return, ... 16 — 

Every hour's attendance after the firft three, -—19 
T-o any of the following places, fetting down, viz. Or- 

mifton, Chrighton, Borthwick, — 14 ^.^ 

Three hours attendance, and to return, — ^6 -~ 

To ditto, every hour's attendance after the firft three, -—19 
To ditto, for above eight, and not exceeding ten miles, 

going apd returning iasne day. X -«. ..« 



HACKNEY CHAIRS. 

EVERY lift within the ancient royalty, inckrdiffg the L. a. d« 
Canongate, as far as the Britiih Linen OlEce, and 

flxeet of Potterrow, — — . ^ 



.J 
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I^tto to St Andrew's Square, Theatre, and adjacent L. «. i* 

buil<fing8 in the eictended Royalty, 6 

Each lift from Edinburgh to Leith, in. the day-time, — % 6 

Ditto in the night-time, . — 3 "^ 

Hire for a forenoon, — » 6 

Hire for an alternoon, ■■" 3 ""' 

But if carried home after fupper^ — 3 ^ 

Hire for a whole day, — • 4 6- 

Hire for a week, ' 5 *— ' 

Each hour's attendance, ^ 

Every lift after One o'clock in the morning, ^ — I — 

Every double lift to pay double hire -.—Two Children, or one 
Child in a perfon's arms, always excepted. 

*^» The Is^ regubtion-for Chairs, which took place the ajd of 
February 1791, is f extenfively enumerated, as to prevent our in^ 
ferting the whole in thi» work. Mafters or owners of Chairs, or 
their fervants, arc thereby obliged to produce a printed Copy of 
fiid Rjegnlatioos to their cmpkiyer, if demanded, on pain of for- 
feiting their hire, and a penalty of two ihiUings and lixpencc foe 
•very offence^ 



PORTERS. 

F<n carrying every cart of coals, not exceeding 1 a L. s. d. f* 

hundred weight, to a fourth ilorey, and all above, — — 30 

To a third ftorey, — — . ^ % 

To every lower ftorey, or to a cellar, .^ ... % q 
For every other burden of any kind, from anyplace 

within the city to another, ^.^ — . X O 
For every burden of wine, or other liqiior, packing 

and unpacking, -—.*«. 2 o 

For every burden of furniture, — .— a o 

For every lift of furniture carried on poles, — 1— 5 o 

No porter to deal in buying, felling or retailing coals, under ^ 

penalty 

N 
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penalty of 5L Sterling, and ever rendered incapable. Porters ol»- 
liged to weigh coals for the inhabitants «id be entitled to one pen- 
ny per cart, and no more. 

By aa of council of t^c 13th of April. 1791, the porters of 
Leith are particularly regulated, and no porter ihall demand more 
than the rates therein fpecified, and ihall have a copy of the laid 
regulations to fliew his employer, if demanded, under penalty o£ 
zos. for each tranfgreffion and forfeiting his hire. 



DRIVERS OP COALS, and PORTERS. 

TO prevent fraud by the drivers of coals, abftraAingf them 00 
the road, and felling the remainder at the weight taken in at the 
coal-hill. 

There are feven fetts of weights provided, and ftationed at the 
dilTereot ftands of porters widiin the city, and an in charge of the 
box-mafter of the porters, who is anfwerable to the city for the 
toie ; .and that one porter at each ftand fhall have the care of the 
triangle and weights, and be at all times ready to weigh coals fov 
the inhabitants for the uiual fee : who is alfo to wear a Yellow 
Badge, marked with the words, Public Weights ; — and in failure 
of the above regulations, the box-mafler is liable in a penalty not 
exceeding twenty (hillings Sterling, and the porter refufing to 
weigh coals, to be deprived of his badge. 

Stations of the Weights and Triangles* 
I.— The Weigh-houfci 
II.— The Crofe. 
HI.— Bailie Fife's Clofc. 
rV. — Head of the Canoneate. 
v.— Head of the Meal-market, Cowgatc. 
VI.— .Rcgiftcr Office. 
VII St i^drew's Church, New Town. 

Drivers of coals, to produce (if demanded) a ticket of the weight 
of his coals, 0gned by the Grieve of the coal-hill, and if found de- 

^icnt 
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ficient in weight, the coals to be forfeited lo the ufc of the Charity 
"Work-houfe, and if more than a quarter of an hundred, the driver 
to pay the ezpence of weighing, and double the ordinifty fee. 

1^ cart baded with coals> to ftand for fale in the ftreets of th« 
city or Canongate, upon pain of feizure of the coals. 

Coal carters to range their carts on the South Back of the Canon* 
gate, and in the Lawnmarket, and no where elfe in the City. 



REGULATIONS roR KEEPING the STREETS CLEAN.. 

I. No water, aihes, or other nuifance, he thrown from the win- 
dows, doors, or ftairs, nor carpets fhaked from the windows. 

7, All nui&nces to be laid out before feven o'clock in the mom« 
ingi from ift March to ift September, and before eight the other 
half of the year. Carpets to be (baked or duiled before eight 
throughout the year. 

3. Nuifances on no pretence to be laid out on a Sunday. 

4. The poffeiTor of each houfe, to fweep and preferve from nui- 
£inces, the common flair immediately below fuch houfe, at leaft 
twice a-week ; and a ftorey or lodging, being void, the poflefibr 
next above is bound as aforefaid. 

5. No chaff to be emptied in the ftreets. Chaff-beds to be einp- 
tied by the fcavangpers. 

6. No aihes to be riddled in the ftreets, upon forfeiture of the 
ciddles. 

7. No fpouts for conveying water or nuifances from houfes, ftall 
be ufed, under penalty of ten ihillings, beiddes expence of procefs, 
and demolifliing the fpout. 

8. All dung, bark, or timber, laid upon- the ftreet, fhall be taken 
away within three hours after laid out, under penalty of ten Ihil- 
Kngs, and confifcaticn of the property ; and if continued in the 
ftreet for one night, the perfon from whofe poffeffion it was-brought, 
to be liable in a farther penalty of ten {hillings. 

9. No obftrudtions of any kind to be left upon the ftreets, or 
avenues to the city, on penalty of ten ihillings. 

la Maibns not to hew or drop ftones upon the ftreet, withoufc 

permiffio** 

N z 
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yenniffioB m wriciiif^ ; and iB ni&Vidi, or earthy to be carried off, 
the fiane day as laid oat, under penalty of ten ftiffings. 

II. inie word I^mfancei to compnxieQd don^y uithy herbs, greens, 
roots, aihes, duft, ftraw, chaff, bark, nxBbHh and water. And the 
word Street to comprehend all ftreets, wynds, dofes, courts, fqnares* 
Tennels, and areas, widiin the city and Ebertics. 

It. For trefpafles againft the foregoing regohttiont, where no 
particular penalty is annexed, the penalty for the firft offence is 
two ihillings ; for the fecond, five ihillings ; and for the third, 
ten Ihillings, befides 34 hours confinement in the City-guard or 
tolbooth. 

13. All perfons poffefling (hops, vaults, and cellars, under the 
foot pavement, or poffeffiiig houfes and (hops, where there is no 
vaults or cellars, in the Royalty, fliall fweep and' dean the plain- 
ftones and foot pavement before their refpetStive pofTeffions, once 
every day, before nine o'clock, (Sundays excepted) upon pain of. 
finrfciting two ihillings and fizpence. 



FIN I S: 



MAPS IPUBLISHED BY T. BROWN, 

A four flicet Map of Europe, beautifully co- 
loured, price I OS. 6d. or mounted on can- 
vafs, with rollers, 1 6s. 
TravelliDg Maps of Scotland and England^ in 
cafes, price 3s* 6d. each. 

A large Plan of Edinburgh, in a cafe, 4s. on 
paper, is. 

Sheet Maps of the World, and quarters, price 
2s. per Map. 

A Ihcet Map of France. 

*^* Always on hand, in great variety, Book« 
and Stationery goods,— Drawing Booksj 
and all kinds of Drawing Materials,-— 
Maps and Prints,<*»DifleAed Maps and 
Hiftories for the information of Youth m 
Geography, &c. &c. 
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